
Arafat visit a "farce* — Syrian media 

' DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria’s official media Sunday d escri b ed 
Yasser Arafat’s vjtfc to the Gaza Strip as a “farce” bec ame Israel 
was still dictating its terms to Ac Palestinians. The ruling Baath 
Patty newspaper Al Baath said Mr. Arafafs return to Gaza Friday 
, after 27 years of exDe was “a £arce staged by the Israels.” The vmt 
■ can be described as anything but a victory, liberation or return, 
because despite Israel’s formal withdrawal, Gaza and Jericho are 
still under Israeli political and military authority." The paper 
added: “None of the major problems, notably the issue of 
' Palestinian detainer has been resolved." Al Baath said the heavy 
Israeli security presence which accompanied Mr. Arafat’s visit 
showed that “Arafat does not enjoy the confidence of the 
Palestinian people.” In a commentary Syrian state radio said the 
latest events in the region “cannot lead to peace, because the 
Palestinian people are still under Israeli authority aid self-rule is 
nothing but a farce which cannot convince anyone. Syria seeks an 
honourable peace, not a humiliating peace which is a seD-oot of 
the Arabs' rights." 
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2 Israelis said Soiled in Lebanori 

NfARJAYOUN (AP) — Two Israeli soldiers were killed in South . 
Lebanon Sunday and another two were seriously wounded when 
an armoured personnel carrier hit an electric wire, a source-in the 1 
South Lebanese Army (SLA) said. Hie source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the mddent occurred ax about 7:30 
p.tn. (16:30 pjn.) as the Israeli vehicle passed by the town erf 
Markaba, about three kilometres northwest of the Israeli border. 
The Israeli army bad no immediate comment on the report. But an 
Israeli source speaking on condition of anonymity sawi the sokfiers ■ 
died apparently as a result of an accident and not an attack. The 
incident occurred on the edge of a border enclave Israel occupies 
in South Lebanon as a “security zone." The zone covers 1,100 - 
square kHo metres that stretches from the Mediterranean coast-80 
kilometre inland to the foothills of Mount Hennon. The enclave 
routinely is patrolled by 1,200 Israeli troops and 2,500 of IsraeTs 
surrogate «n«l«ria, the South Lebanon Army. 
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11 > More Israelis back 
*5 peace accord 

JEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
k e growing number of Israelis 
, r ^ support the peace accord 
J* 'with the Palestine Liberation 
vif .Organisation (FLO) which 
J _*** launched Palestinian self-rale 

and object to Jewish settto- 
rfl meats in the West Bank and 
^ Gaza Strip, according to a 

|' r ,°f survey published Monday. 

? ** Thirty-nine per cent of peo- 
. pie questioned in June were 
m favour of the Israeli-PLO 
h «er accord, while 37 per cent 
were against and 24 per cent 
ksti- were undecided. In Decem- 
Mr. her, 36 per cent of Israelis 
w ' I b said they supported the 

^ autonomy deal signed in 

1 - Washington in September. 

number of Israelis 
against m aintainin g Jewish 
verc settlements in the West Bank 

who and Gaza rose from 26 per 
> to cent in December to 34 per 
b u cent in June. Meanwhile 59 

s in per cent of Israelis favoured 

wng further talks with PLO while 

31.5 per cent were against 
and the rest undecided. Only 
five per cent of Israelis sun , 
pied supported a total with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights, while 20 per cent 
favoured a partial withdrawal 
from the strategic plateau. 
r The survey of 1,100 Israeli 

1 < Jews was carried out by the 

„ Modiin Ezrahi institute of 

,• public opinion. It was pub- 

l0ns fished by the Centre for 

; s “ Strategic Studies at Bar Han 

lj^ e Religious university near Tel 

. . Aviv. 

i fol- 

^ Israel blocks 

ered Aqsa visitors 

S OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

and (AP) — Police have blocked 

.even visitors from the Haram Al 

afia- . Sharif complex as a preven- 

icrial dve measures against vio- 

pany tence during Yasser Arafat's 

fooni visit to~antonomous Palesti- 

the nian territories. The three- 
p er . .day closure, which began 
said JBaturday, applies only to visi- 
h the tors. Muslims “can go in free- 

ilkms ly” to worship at Al Aqsa 

a ft er . Mosque, police said. “This is 

com . just a preventive measure” 

jn( h for the Arafat visit, a police 

babli spokesman said. “It has been 

j ^ done in the past when tem- 

0 i 0£V pers get high to prevent any- 

thing from happening.” 
j, Israeli right-wingers have 

^14 vowed to block Mr. Arafat if 

m he come to pray at Al Aina 

u f during his historic visit to the 

. autonomous territories, 

5 who Friday. 

3 Ekeus due In Iraq 

a cai BAHRAIN (AP) — Swedish 

ws disarmament expert Rolf 

ained Ekeus arrived Sunday en 

said route to Baghdad for talks 

. Ba<- with Iraqi officials amid work 

I lobe by U.N. inspectors in Iraq 

out establishing programmes for 

con- long-term arms monitoring, 

deni Mr. Ekeus is chief of the 

eMr U.N. Special Commission 

pod Much -oversaw the destrno- 

doui tion of Irak’s weapons of 

con- mass destruction and is estab- 

ii rd- fehing monitoring systems to 

Ul- ensure Baghdad does not re- 

vould gun possession of its arsenal, 

over He would not comment to 

d t* tye news media during an 

days- byenright stop in Bahrain, 

ires- the commission’s regional 

ip irf headquarters. Regional chief 

olive Raoul Opsahi said Mr. Ekeus 

d the . ^puld leave early Monday 


for Baghdad. Iraq has been 
Pressing for an raid to the 
embargo on its vital oil ex- 
ports, imposed by the U.N. 
Security Council after its Au- 
gust 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Protesters attack 

German police 

BERLIN (AP; — Police sta- 
tions and vehicles in at least 
four German dries were 
damaged during the weekend 
amid protests against shoot- 
ing death erf a 16-year-old 
Kurd in Hanover. Hanover 
police said a policeman shot 
the boy. accidentally late 
tumsday after a police patrol 
came upon a group of Kur- 
dfch yonths potting up post- 
ers for the banned Kurdish 
labour Party (PKK). A 
police officer caught only one 
of: the fleeing youths but 
wtipped his revolver during a 


recovered die gun and 
meni tripped and . unmten- 
j^tiouaUyn pulled the trigger, 
. 4tkd the bullet hit die Kurdish 
SHouth’in the back, according 
to Hanover oolfoe. 


Northerners edge 

towards Aden as 
U.N. sounds alarm 


Sweden-3; 
S. Arabia-1 

DALLAS (AFP) — The 
Saudi World Cop mirage 
disappeared in the Texas 
midday son when Sweden 
entity won their second 
round dash 3-1 here on 


Combined agency dfapntchfn 

U.N. OFFICIALS Sunday 
warned of alarming health 
hazards across impoverished, 
war-torn Yemen as northern 
forces continued their adv- 
ance on Aden, stronghold of 
the breakaway south, under 
cover of heavy artillery and 
rocket fire. 

Northern forces, are now 
entrenched on the northern 
edge of Dar Saad, a 
southern-held Aden suburb, 
marking a four-kilometre 
advance since Thursday. 

Ballets whizzed past north- 
ern soldiers as they crouched 
in the shade of a half-built 
house (mly 500 metres from 
the southerner’s line outride 
Dar Saad. A northern tank 
opened up with canon and 
machinegnn fire while a 
track-mounted anti-aircraft 
pm lowered its barrel and 
Masted enemy positions. 

The city also was under 
heavy northern Katyusha 
rocket shelling, according to 
the Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA). At least 10 people, 
including four children, were 
killed Sunday morning in 
northern shelling of Khor- 
maksar, a posh northeastern 
Aden suburb, said KUNA, 
which has a correspondent in 
Aden. 

Northern rockets also 
targetted Aden’s airport and 
started fixes at the facility, 
according to KUNA* mom- 


Aden sets trace 

SOUTHERN YEMENI 
leaders announced a ceas- 
efire to begin at m i dni g ht 
(2100 GMT) on Sunday to 
a statement broadcast by 
Adea Television. The ceas- 
efire b the lint to be 
declared onflateraDy by 
the breakaway Yemen 
Democratic Republic 
(YDR) to the two-month 
dvfl war. The statement 
said the ceasefire was “to 
response to the appeal by 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa on the «m» 
day for the warring par- 
ties to halt fighting.*’ 
Northern ntMties have 

caBed five ceasefires in the 

war, but aB have coBapsed 
wfthfo hours. A joint ceas- 
efire signed fay north and 
so u t h to MOSCOW Thurs- 
day — the sixth to the war 
— coBapsed amid a re- 
newed bombardment of 
Aden Friday. 

. tored in Bahrain. 

On Saturday, northern 
shelling of Aden suburbs kil- 
led 35 .people, including 13 
children, KUNA reported, 
citing what it said were hos- 
pital statistics. The news 
agency said more than 55 
rockets fell on Khprmaksar 
alone. KUNA described 
pi nniialiuii gs an elite area 
where diplomatic missions 


are located. 

Thousands are believed to 
have died in Yemen’s civil 
war, which erupted May 4, 
with hundreds reported dead 
from the north’s sustained 
attacks on Aden over tbe last 
several weeks. The city's 
population of 350,000 swol- 
len with tens of thousands of 
war. refugees, lacks supplies 
of food, water, fuel and elec- 
tricity. 

Aden is the last major 
stronghold of southern forces 
who Tost most of their self- 
proclaimed secessionist re- 
public to a northern push in 
the early weeks of the two- 
montb-old civil war. 

Yemen’s war erupted May 
4 over a rift between north- 
ern President Ah Abdullah 
Saleh and his vice president, 
Ali Salem Al Beidh, the 
southern leader. 

Mr. Beidh declared the 
south’s return to independ- 
ence May 20, breaking Ye- 
men’s four-year experiment 
with unity and democracy. 
The May 1990 unification of 
conservative, tribal North 
Yemen and socialist South 
Yemen had created the Arab 
World’s youngest democracy 
and the Arabian Peninsula’s 
most populous state with 14 
million people. 

On Aden’s western front, 
northern forces have pushed 
to the deserted village of Al 

(Continued en page 12) 


The Safe, who had 
surprised everyone by 
making it through the 
opening round, 
mainly to a upset 1-0 win 
over Belgium, simply ran 
out of ideas. 

Before the match Mar- 
tin Dahfin sold the Swedes 
had watched videos of aB 
Saudi Arabia’s three first 
round games. 

Photo shows Swedish 
midfielder Jonas Thera 
(left) att emp ti ng to get 
through ■ block by Saudi 
Arabia's forward S n ee d 
Owairan during action to 
their (See page 10) 
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Challenges of peace warrant 
strenuous efforts — Kins 


Security concerns delay 
Arafat entry to Jericho 


Combined agency d is patches 

PALESTINIAN LEADER 
Yasser Arafat, fearing en- 
raged Jewish protesters, de- 
layed his visit to Jencho, 
capital of the Palestinian self- 
rule government; to allow 
more security arrangements, 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials said 
Sunday. 

One of Mr. Arafat’s advis- 
ers said he had become more 
concerned about security af- 
ter thousands of right-wing 
Israelis turned out for anti- 
Arafat demonstrations in 
Jerusalem. 

Another aide said the PLO 
leader also had to wait for 
Egyptian helicopters to take 
him to Jericho, which is 
across Israeli territory from 
Gaza. Other reports said 
Israel was providing a heli- 
copter. 

while his aides worried ab- 
out security for the trip now 


set for Tuesday, Mr. Arafat 
went on with his schedule 
tirelessly. 

Despite few hours of sleep, 
he inaugurated a citrus plant, 
meeting Arab-Isradis, lun- 
ched with U.N. officials and 
diplomats and addxessing 
weUrwishenrfrom throughout 
the West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat said in remarks 
published Sunday that his 
visit to the Gaza Strip was an 
historic event for peace. 

“It’s an historic event not 
only for me and my people 
but also for the peace of the 
brave that I signed with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin,” Mr. Arafat said 
in an interview with the 
Israeli right-wing newspaper 
Maariv. 

“Everything is destroyed 
here,” Mr. Arafat told foe 
newspaper at the Paiestine_ 
Hotel in foe Gaza Strip/ 
“There is no water, no drain- 
age, no hospitals, no homes. 


but morale is high, to my 
great surprise." 

Mr. Arafat said he was 
astonished that Israel could 
be afraid of the Palestinians. 

“Israel has the strongest 
army in the Middle East. It’s 
the sole nuclear power in the 
region. What does it have to 
fear from a nascent Palesti- 
nian state which needs a good 
30 years to build its founda- 
tion and find its equilib- 
rium.” 

He said he respected Mr. 
Rabin, with whom he signed 
the May 4 accord launching 
limited Palestinian self-rale 
in the West Bank town of 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip. 

“I really respect him. The 
task was not easy but what we 
have accomplished is not 
banal,” he said. 

The PLO leader said he 
also hoped to recover the 
social insurance deductions 

(Continued on page 12) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day praised the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) for what he said was 
its unique role in promoting 
the march of economic de- 
velopment in the Middle East 
region. 

In an address delivered on 
his behalf by Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker Taber Al 
Masri, the King said Jordan 
had always sought to enhance 
cooperation with the U.N. 
agency in a manner that 
would contribute to the be- 
nefit of foe whole region. 

The King’s address was de- 
livered at the opening of a 
five-day regional conference 
organised by FAO at foe 
Forte Grand Hotel in Am- 
man attended by 180 repre- 
sentatives of regional and in- 
ternational organisations. 

This conference assumes 
special importance being held 
in foe midst of a region 
undergoing substantial trans- 
formations and regional and 
international political and 
economic developments that 
would leave their impact 
on the region for generations 
to come, the King said in his 


Perhaps foe main develop- 
ment is the emergence of a 
new world order operating 
through new standards and 
by economic and political in- 
struments unknown to this 
region at a time when politic- 
al and economic blocs in 


Europe and North America 
are emerging on the scene, 
foe king said. 

“These developments have 
surfaced in tbe post-cold war 
era and are designed to cre- 
ate what is called ’peace eco- 
nomy”, but they at the same 
time confront our countries 
with social, economic and 
political pressures and consti- 
tute a serious challenge to 
them forcing thfem to work 
with strenuous efforts to deal 
with any adverse effects on 
their economies and well- 
being,” the King added. 

The conflicts that raged in 
this region over foe past few 
decades, have caused de- 
vastation to much of die 
countries’ infrastructure and 
wasted many material and 
human resources which 
otherwise could have been 
used in socio-economic de- 
velopment, the King pointed 
out. 

The region’s conflict, foe 
King said, have caused a de- 
cline in economic growth and 
brought about a retreat in foe 
agricultural sector with the 
result that food production 
has declined in most of the 
countries while other factors 
had had their negative impact 
on natural resources. 

He said foe harm done to 
the land forced the residents 
of the rural areas to abandon 
their land and move to urban 
regions, placing heavy press- 
ure on the services sector 


inside the cities and creating 
new social and economic 
problems. 

The King expressed his 
appreciation of FAO’s efforts 
to promote sustainable de- 
velopment in tiie dry regions, 
noting that the Middle East 
has probably the largest de- 
sert and dry lands in the 
world with meagre water re- 
sources. He wished foe con- 
ference success. 

■ ..to. his keynote address at 
the first working session, 
FAO Director General Jac- 
ques Diouf said that a new 
agricultural revolution was 
needed in order to feed one 
billion new months by foe 
year 2000 and an additional 
four billion in tbe year 2030. 

Mr. Diouf said that for the 
new revolution to succeed, it 
has to be productive, sustain- 
able and equitable. 

The agricultural revolution 
has to make effective use of 
scientific and technical prog- 
ress, safeguard and preserve 
natural resources and assure 
a fair social division of tbe 
fruits of growth, he said. 

Despite natural resources 
constraints and often adverse 
climatic conditions, there was 
still considerable potential 
for increasing yields in the 
region and this potential most 
be tapped urgently through 
appropriate policies and mea- 
sures, Dr. Diouf said. 

The FAO chief stressed the 
importance of strengthening 


Rabin blasts ‘radical’ Israeli 
rightists for anti- Arafat fervour! 


Peres: Self-rule expansion only 
after resolving outstanding issues 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres has 
said that “three or four 
points” remained to be set- 
tied before talks could begin 
on spreading autonomy 
through foe West Bank. 

Mr. Peres, speaking on the 
second day of Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
landmark visit to the auton- 
omous Gaza Strip, said: 
“First we have to settle three 
or four oustanding prob- 
lems.” . , 

These include “the geog- 
raphical boundaries of self- 
rule in Jericho, the deploy- 
ment of Israeli sokties at cros- 
sing points (with Jordan and 
Egypt), and firing the limits 
of Gaza’s territorial waters,” 
Mr. Feres told Israeli Radio 
late Saturday. 

Israel and the FLO began 
preparatory talks Tuesday at 
Erez, on the edge of the Gaza 
Strip, ahead of negotiations 
on foe next stage erf auton- 
omy which was launched by a 
Cairo accord on May 4. 


Mr. Peres said negotiations 
would be carried out by 
wrhral civilian and military 
commissions. 

The autonomous area of 
Jericho, on the West Bank, is 
currently 62 square 
kilometres, but under the 
Cairo accord negotiations are 
to take place to enlarge it. 

Mr. Peres said: ‘Tn a 
second stage, we are going to 
negotiate the early transfer of 
powers to the Palestinian au- 
thority,” adding that these 
discussions would take place 
in Cairo. 

This involves the early 
empowerment of Palestinians 
in the rest of tbe West Bank, 
in health, tourism, social wel- 
fare, taxation and education. 

Mr. Peres said: “We will 
settle dates and procedures 
when Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and myself meet Yas- 
ser Arafat on Wednesday in 
Paris,” where all three are to 
receive a U-N. peace prize. 

“Then we wifl nave to tack- 
le the question of extending 
autonomy to ah the territor- 
ies- No date has been fixed 


for these discussions, which 
should take place in 
Washington. 

Mr. Arafat called Friday 
for foe Israeli army to pull 

out of Palestinian populatio n 

centres on the West Bank 
before August to allow foe 
organisation of elections “as 
soon as posable.” 

Under the declaration of 
principles for autonomy, 
signed last September, Israeli 
forces were to pull out not 
later than the eve of general 
elections. 

Tbe vote was scheduled for 
no later than July 13, fait has 
now been put off by the 
Palestinians until mid- 
October. 

A member of the Palesti- 
nian authority said on Sunday 
Mr. Arafat “will ask to im- 
plement the redeployment of 
Israeli army in the West 
Bank, to evacuate the popu- 
lated cities in accordance 
with the agreement and to 
hurry up tbe transfer of au- 
thority specified in the agree- 
ment by August.” 

(Continued on page 12) 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said on Sun- 
day be would strengthen his 
peace deal with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) despite mass protests 
by the Israeli right-wing 
against PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat’s landmark visit to 
Gaza. 

Mr. Rabin, in cme of his 
toughest attacks on what he 
called Israel’s “radical right,” 
said settlers had “deserted” 
their settlements to protest in 
Jerusalem instead or remain- 
ing in the occupied territories 
to help tbe army protect their 
children. 

“The (peace) process will 
continue,” he pledged in a 
speech to members of his 
Labour Party. 

“Arafat’s coming to Gaza 
is part of the (self-rule) 
agreement We have an in- 
terest in strengthening the 
elements among the Palesti- 
nians that want the accord,” 
he said. 

Honrs earlier, hundreds of 
Israelis — many of them set- 
tlers from the occupied West 
Bank — battled police out- 
side a meeting of Mr. Rabin’s 
cabinet. 

The protesters, who 
oppose returning land seized 
by Israel in the 1967 Middle 
East war, set up a makeshift 
tent camp oppoate the prime 
minister's office. They 
banged on pans and blew 
whistles, aiming to be beard 


by ministers at the weekly 
cabinet meeting. 

Police said they arrested at 
least 65 protesters who tried 
to block roads. The crowd 
booed and shouted “Nazis” 
at police. 

Thousands of police de- 
ployed throughout the Holy 
City in a large internal secur- 
ity operation. 

Mr. Rabin told the Labour 
Party forum be was “sorry to 
see the settlers in their 
thousands in Jerusalem.” 

He accused the Likud, the 
main opposition right-wing 
party, of trying to fool the 
pnbiic into thinking he was 
soft on keeping Israeli con- 
trol over all of Jerusalem. 

“I do not need any seal of 
approval about Jerusalem 
from anyone in tbe Likud,” 
said Mr. Rabin. 

Mr. Rabin meanwhile can- 
celled a meeting scheduled 
for Sunday in Gaza between 
10 Labour Party deputies and 
Mi. Arafat, “because cir- 
cumstances did not lend 
themselves to it,” delegation 
head Yossi Katz said. 

Rumours that Mr. Arafat 
planned to make a pilgrimage 
to holy sites in the city during 
his current trip to Gaza, and 
-Jericho brought tens of 
thousands of right-wing de- 
monstrators to Jerusalem 
over the weekend. 

In a Kkey sign erf tilings to 
come, ahead of Mr. Arafat’s 
planned visit to Jericho on 


Tuesday, settlers tried to 
block traffic on foe road from 
Jerusalem on Sunday. 

Witnesses said Jewish chil- 
dren spat at Arab vehicles. 

On Saturday night tens of 
thousands of Israelis cram- 
med the city’s Zion square 
chanting “Death to Arafat” and 
“Rabin” is a traitor (see page 
12 ). 

Commenting on the pro- 
tests, Mr. Arafat said in 
Gaza: ’There are people in 
Israel who love peace. We 
shall stand with them and 
they shall stand ' with us. 
Together we shall pray in 
Jerusalem.” 

An opinion poll made pub- 
lic last week by the Begm- 
Sadat Centre for Strategic 
Studies at Bar-Han university 
near Tel Aviv showed 59 per 
cent of Israelis backed direct 
and pubic negotiations with 
the PLO in the current situa- 
tion. 

Several people were also 
arrested when hundreds of 
rightwingers tried to enter 
foe Muslim quarter of Jeru- 
salem and clashed with 
police, who resorted to using 
tear-gas, authorities said. 

Fighting also broke out be- 
tween local Palestinian resi- 
dents and right-wingers who 
damaged cars and broke win- 
dows in the city centre. 

Tbe incidents Mowed a 
10,000-strong rally where 

(Continued on pap 12) 


the organisation's leading 
role in controlling and eradi- 
cating transboundary dis- 
eases and pests through a 
new “emergency prevention 
system” which would concen- 
trate initially on combating 
locusts and rinderpests. 

Dr. Dkmf said FAO In- 
tends to convene a world 
food summit in Rome in V996 
to raise awareness on world 
food issues at the highest 
level and to obtain a political 
commitment for actios 
geared towards world food 
security. 

According to an FAO 
statement, issues to be consi- 
dered by foe Amman confer- 
ence include a stategy for 
sustainable dry land develop- 
ment, the impact of structural 
adjustment programmes on 
agricultural and rural de- 
velopment and the repre- 
sentation of the region in the 
consultative group on inter- 
national agricultural re- 
search. 

Tlie conference will review 
foe agricultural situation in 
member countries and will 
consider and agree on a 
strategy for sustainable dry 
land development in the Near 
East. 

The delegates will review; 
preparations for the world' 
food summit due to be held in 
Canada in 1996 and a draft 
declaration on food and agri- 
culture to be issued by that 
summit. 

Kabul quiet 
ahead of - 
OIC visit 

KABUL (AFP) — After a. 
week of fierce fighting and 
massive exchange of heavy . 
artillery fire, Kabul was un- ■ 
usually quiet Sunday, a few ' 
days before the expected visit • 
of a peace mission from the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC). 

No jets were active and- 
neither side traded rocket fire 
over the city, although there 
were some minor artmeiy ex- 
changes around the front- 
lines. 

Minister of State for Fore- 
ign Affairs Najibullah Lafraic 
said the peace delegation, led. 
by OIC Secretary General 
Hamid Al Ghabid, might ar- 
rive in tbe capital Tuesday 
but their itinerary had not yet 
been confirmed. 

The OIC, which was given 
a ceasefire monitoring role in 
the Islamabad peace accord 
of March 1993, was “wel- 
come” to visit Kabul, Mr.. 
Lafraie said. 

“Whatever cooperation 
the OIC can extend to help-’ 
mg Afghans solve their prob- 
lems for themselves would be 
appreciated,” the minister 
told AFP. 

The visit of foe OIC chief,' 
who arrived in the Pakistani 
capital Saturday, follows -the 
June 28 expiry of the f8- 
moflth tenure of both tbe 
president and prime minister 
allowed under the rnnlti- 
party Islamabad accord. 



Arafat speaks of 
the dead to win 
over the living 


w w 


JABALIYA, Gaza (R) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, on the first full day of 
his euphoric return to Gaza, 
spoke of the dead and of 
prisoners to win the sym- 
pathy of the living. 

’i tell my martyr brothers 
a vow is a vow and a pledge is 
a pledge. I say to your fami- 
lies, your wives, your chil- 
dren and brothers 'you are in 

our hearts and minds’," Mr. 
Arafat said during a visit to 
the Jabaliya . refugee camp on 
Saturday. 

Mr. Arafat, symbol of 
Palestinian struggle for years, 
journeyed to the sprawling 
refugee camp — birthplace of 
(he ‘uprising against Israel 
seven years ago — a day after 
he returned to Palestinian- 
controlled lands after 27 
years in exile. 

“We remember our prison- 
ers... the prisoners are a 
national Palestinian issue. 
We remember our wounded 
heroes, especially the dis- 
abled who are also in our 
minds and hearts," Mr. Ara- 
fat told a cheering crowd of 
about 5.000. 

“My brothers the dawn (of 
freedom) is near," Mr. Ara- 
fat told his people who raised 
(heir hands with signs of vic- 
tory as he spoke — a sign 
they had borrowed from their 
cherished leader. 

Wearing his olive-green 
military fatigues he ordered 
his 12-car security convoy to 
slop outside the shack of 
Imud Akel. a 23-year-old 
Hamas guerrilla leader killed 
by Israeli troops last year, 
and prayed for his soul to 
rest. 

He stopped at the square 
of (he camp, home for some 
60,000 Palestinians, and paid 
tribute to guerrillas who were 
shot dead there by Israeli 
forces at the start of the 
■prising. 

He stood on the first floor 
of a public school flanked by 
scores of police to make his 
speech. Snipers were on the 
watch on rooftops and police- 
men mingled with people to 
curb the chaos that erupted 
after he crossed into Gaza 
from Egypt on Friday. 

Even Akel's 67-year-old 
father Hassan, whose son was 
a staunch opponent Mr. 
Arafat’s peace agreement 
with Israel, came to celebrate 
Ihc Palestinian leader’s long- 
awaited return. 

"We hope to see good 
achieved at the hands of Abu 
Antrnar. It is true that our 
son is dear but Imad is a 


martyr for Palestine. He is in 
paradise now. I am very 
proud of him.*' the father 
said. 

Yet the shadows of the 
dead marred the joy for many 
people. 

“I was hoping that before 
he came, to visit he would 
secure the release of all the 
prisoners. T was living on the 
hope of seeing my brother 
before Arafat.” said Hasna 
AI Qadi, who has two 
brothers in Israeli jails. 

“Had he freed the prison- 
ers and come back, that 
would have been fine but 
what good did be do us?" 

Mr. Arafat has cast aside 
his trademark rhetoric of re- ' 
volutionary ideals for the 
pragmatic language of a 
statesman, calling for “pati- 
ence, reason and effort". 

Mr. Arafat chose Jabaliya. 
the toughest and biggest of 
the strip's refugee camps, to 
sound a warning of hard 
times ahead and to urge the 
Palestinians to face up to 
“the great challenge of build- 
ing the homeland, of building 
the Palestinian authority." 

“Our very survival is at 
stake." he warned. “The 
question is, can we build our 
authority with our own re- 
sources?" 

After the euphoria of his 
return on Friday, he received 
a stream of diplomats, 
sheikhs, businessmen. Arabs 
from Israel and of course his 
own men from the Fateh 
movement. Ten members of 
the Israeli parliament were also 
in the queue at the seafront 
Palestine Hotel. 

"We must have patience 
and reason. We have signed 
as men the peace of the brave 
with Israel and we have to 
show we are capable of hon- 
ouring our commitments by 
establishing first our author- 
ity and then building our 
state.” he told a group of 
Palestinian industrialists. 

The fiisi meeting of his 
ministers in Gaza City on 
Friday night was also domin- 
ated by the economic crisis. 

The importance of raising 
taxes and economic self- 
reliance were the key themes. 

Mr. Arafat made 'it clear to 
the crowds in Jabaliya that he 
had returned with empty 
pockcls. having refused de- 
mands for dear accounting 
measures set by the World 
Bank for handing over aid 
money. 

"But we will build this 
country with our feeble 
means," he vowed. 


Geneva meeting to review 
Jordan human rights report 


GENEVA (U.N. Informa- 
tion Service) — The state of 
civil and political rights in 
Jordan. Libya, Italy. Azer- 
bm l»n. Cyprus, Burundi and 
Afghanistan will be the at the 
centre of discussions during 
(he filly- first session of the 
Untied Nations Committee 
on Human Rights, which will 
ran from 4 to 29 July. 

Ihc committee, composed 
oi 18 independent human 
rights experts, monitors the 
implc mentation of the provi- 
sions of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Poli- 
tical Rights in the 127 coun- 
tries that have ratified the 
pact. To do this, it relies on, 
among ocher things, periodic 
reports that these countries 
are obligated to submit. The ■ 
committee may also ask for 
■tgent reports when it deems 
tiut (he situation in a state 
party warrants it. as is the 
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HOPES: Thousands of Palestinians raise their bands to cheer Yasser Arafat as he visited to Jabaliya camp in Gaza 
Strip on Saturday (AFP photo) 

Arafat needs jobs to stave off politics 


By John West 

Reuter 

GAZA — Yasser Arafat 
kept politics and economics 
strictly separate on his first 
tumultuous day back in Gaza 
but he may not be able to do 
so for long. 

Mr. Arafat on Friday 
addressed an ecstatic rally of * 
Gazans where he talked of 
returning to Jerusalem, 
freeing prisoners, national 
unity and the future Palesti- 
nian state. All of them, he 
said, would come with time 
and security. 

Later that night, be used a 
briefing with Arab journalists 
to appeal to Arab countries 
and the world to provide the 
funds needed for jobs, de- 
velopment and quick econo- 
mic growth. 

His dilemma is that to get 
the economy of impoverished 
Gaza and Jericho moving he 
needs Israel and the interna- 
tional community and they 
do not share his political 
goals. 

If he fails to deliver the 
economic goods, even his 
most ardent supporters say 
he can expect trouble, from a 
restless population. 

“For 50 years the Palesti- 
nians were rejectionist. Now 
they are beginning to accept 
there can be a solution with 


Israel. But everything de- 
pends on the economic side 
— we need donor money," 
said Mohammad Yazji, head 
of Gaza's Federation of In- 
dustry. 

The owner of a soft-drink 
bottling factory and one of 
Gaza’s largest private em- 
ployers, Mr. Yazji stood be- 
side Mr. Arafat as he spoke 
- on Friday and was impressed 
by the enthusiasm of the 
crowds. 

“Arafat’s visit was a re- 
ferendum and elections in 
one. We have succeeded poli- 
tically. But to finish off the 
opposition, we need to get 
the people working," be 
added. 

Khaled Fayyad, an inde- 
pendent economic resear- 
cher, pul it more harshly: "In 
two or three months the 
crowds you saw praising Ara- 
fat yesterday could abandon 
bim if there are no jobs.” 

Insiders say Mr. Arafat's 
focus on politics, to the exclu- 
sion of economics, was nor a 
coincidence. Before speak- 
ing. t he asked advisers in 
Gaza what the mood of the 
people was to gauge what he 
should^ talk about. 

It was largely defensive, 
reflecting that most Palesti- 
nians are impatient to see 
Gaza- Jericho turn into some- 
thing bigger. 


The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) would 
never make concessions on 
Palestinian prisoners, Mr. 
Arafat said, and would push 
until statehood and a return 
to Jerusalem as their capital 
— even though Israel says 
self-rule is only autonomy 
and not statehood and sees 
Jerusalem as its "eternal 
capital." 

Self-rule has got off to a 
slow start in the past six 
weeks largely because donors 
have been reluctant to fi- 
nance the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority’s budget needs. 

Donors promised S60 mil- 
lion this week but it will need 
a dramatic speed-up of fund- 
ing to make a visible imjad on 
the wrecked economy “of 
Gaza, a squalid stretch of 
refugee camps and slum 
housing. 

United Nations agencies 
put unemployment at 45 per 
cent but other researchers 
think it may be higher. The 
teeming strip's infrastructure 
is crumbling and needs bil- 
lions to repair it. . 

If the Cairo agreement re- 
tained Israel's political domi- 
nance, analysts say economic 
development is not likely to 
be much different. 

“In pure economic terms, 
the Palestinians’ best option 
remains linkage with Israel. 


But that carries a price many 
are unwilling to pay political- 
ly," said Alex Pollock, a de- 
velopment officer at the Un- 
ited Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, which runs 
the refugee camps. 

Nasser Si raj. another lead- 
ing businessman, said he had 
spent ail his business life 
dealing with Israelis and was 
ready for change. 

“Psychologically, I can say 
I am tired of the Israelis,” he 
said. "If I have any other 
chance, any chance at ail, to 
deal with Egypt or the Arabs, 
I will take it even if it earns 
me less." 

In his appeal to donors on 
Friday, Mr. Arafat said his 
people, who had made so 
many sacrifices in the past, 
could put up with hunger if 
need be to build their state. 

But few Gazans seem to 
agree with him. 

“It's not just a question of 
jobs and money. I have not 
bad a proper job for years bat 
I still say we must -nave the 
prisoners and we must have 
Jeresaiem," said Mohammad 
Faroukh, a graduate in agri- 
cultural engineering from 
Shaati refugee .camp. 

“We made ourselves poor- 
er in the past, during the 
intifada. But that was for 
Palestine, not Gaza and 
Jericho." 


Battles hamper efforts to restore Aden’s water 


case with Burundi. 

Also during this session, 
and as provided by the 
' Optional Protocol to the 
Covenant, the committee will 
examine communications 
from individuals alleging that 
their rights under the cove- 
nant have been violated. 
Thirty-seven such cases may 
be considered for the adop- 
tion of final views. The com- 
mittee may also consider 
whether 86* other cases are 
admissible. Only complaints 
concerning the 76 states party 
to the Optional Protocol are 
admissible. 

The following is a tentative 
timetable for the considera- 
tion of state party reports: 
Jordan, 5 and 6 July; Libya. 7 
July; Italy, 12 and 12 July: 
Azerbaijan, 12 and 14 July; 
Cyprus, 13 and 14 July; 
Burundi. 18 July: and Afgha- 
nistan, 20 and 21 Julv. 


ADEN (R) — Aden's half a 
million people sweltered in 
scorching summer heat with- 
out water as continuing bat- 
tles between rival northern 
and southern armies foiled 
efforts to restore supplies. 

A lack of clean water shut 
bakeries, adding a’ bread 
shortage to the misery of the 
southern stronghold where 
temperatures hovered 
around 40 degress Centigrade 
(104 Fahrenheit). 

Thousands of people 
queued on Saturday at some 
70 wells to get mostly dirty 
water. Some tried to make 
their own bread or to make 
do with nee, but both options 
required water. 

“The lack of water made 
people more desperate and 
tired than any war or bomb- 
ing.” said one resident. "It is 
a big disaster." 

“We cannot drink, wash, 
use the bathroom, cook .or 
anything." said his wife. 
“What do you tell children 
who want to drink? Do you 
explain the political situation 
to them?" 

Hospitals overflowing with 
hundreds of casualties from 
the civil war which erupted 


between north and south on 
May 4 were also desperately 
short of water. 

Northern Yemen, 
apparently responding to an 
appeal by U.N. Secretary- 
General .Boutros Ghali not 
to let Aden's people die of 
thirst, said it sent engineers 
and Red Cross teams to re- 
pair water installations near 
the dty. 

The south said repair 
efforts failed. A statement 
blamed the north’s “insist- 
ence on continuing its anni- 
hilation of our people." 

Northern Yemeni forces 
are trying to crush formerly 
Marais: southern leaders in 
Aden who, after the war 
broke out following a politic- 
al crisis, ended a four-year- 
old merger by announcing on 
May ^21 they had seceded 
from ’united Yemen. 

Fresh water stopped flow- 
ing to Aden three weeks ago 
when northern shells dam- 
aged a main supply installa- 
tion. A ceasefire arranged by 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) ro 
enable repairs to be carried 
out collapsed earlier this 
week. 


In the northern capital of 
Sanaa, a government state- 
ment said a southern mine 
killed two Yemeni engineers 
during an earlier attempt to 
restore water supplies. 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh had told northern 
forces to -withdraw one 
kilometre away from the wa- 
ter installations to allow re- 
pair work, it said. 

It said the government 
wanted the U.N. resident 
coordinator in Sanaa and an 
ICRC representative to su- 
pervise repair and restoration 
work and welcomed “any 
effort and contribution from 
any country or organisation 
whether regional or interna- 
tional." 

Dr. Ghali had said: “There 
is no water in Aden any 
more. The people are fight- 
ing over water in front of the 
few wells where only small 
quantities of water, often not ' 
fit for human consumption, 
are available." 

The United Nations has 
issued two resolutions urging 
an end to the war. But its 
efforts seemed in vain as bat- 
tles continued and northern 


gunners kept up an artillery 
barrage of Aden. 

Abdul Rahman AI Jifri, 
vice-president of the break- 
away southern state, told 
Aden Television: “The Un- 
ited Nations has not carried 
out its full responsibilities. 

“The Security Counril has 
yet not taken any positive or 
decisive steps... we urge it to 
take quick measures." 

Hospital sources said six 
people were killed and 60 
were wounded on Saturday 
when northern shells landed 
in residential areas of Aden. 
A southern statement said 
shells also hit the British and 
Omani consulates as well as 
the U.N. mission. 

A Yemeni oil ministry offi- 
cial said the north's only pro- 
ducing oil field, damaged in a 
southern air raid on Thurs- 
day. would yield no more 
crude antii a key pumping 
station was fixed. 

The two sides have made 
conflicting claims on how 
dose the northerners are to 
Aden. But ir has become 
dear that northern forces 
have penetrated some of the 
outlying suburbs. 


news in brief i 

Iraq denies role in bombing in Iran 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraq denied Saturday it was involved 
bSb attack in a holy shrine in .^ntrinch 
killed at least 24 people and wounded 70. Iraqi 
government firmly & Iranian allegations and t W 
any direct or indirect involvement V* 

mausoleum of Imam Reza in Mashhad* on Jane 20, » 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said. The spokesman, -quota} 
Wv official news agency INA monitored here, said his 1 

^ the <UM. 

banian authorities to implicate* in th eattad c He said 
this was in spite of "Baghdad's desire, expressed repeawck 
S iTsctte i iigumen^betweet i the J™ 

Iraqi-based rebel group. 
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Iraqi-based rebel group, the Mujanedeen-e-lttiaiq has 
bam accused by Tehran of carrying out the attack. It baa-' 
strongly denied any involvement. Several days after the. 1 

northeastern city, Tehran mad. 

Baghdad of commissioning the attack. The Inup spokes- 
man said the presence of the main armed opposition group 
in Iraq “does not mean that Iraq is necessarily linked to this* 
organisation's activities." 

Saudis lend money for Syrian power station 1 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — The Saudi Development Fund. 
(SDF) is to make a loan of S200 million to Syria for die- 
construction of a power station, the fond said Saturday. 
The power station at Aleppo, 350 kilometres north of. 
Damascus, will have a capacity of 1,000 megawatts. Syrian . 
Planning Minister Abdul Rahim AI Subei signed an- 
agreement Saturday with SpF yice Presideqt. Mohammad- 
Abdullah AI SaJrir. The fond said in a st^e ment.it had . 
previously granted Syria $175 million in loans for various; 
development projects. Mr. Sakir reported “the Saudi- 
government's wish to give all possible aid to Syria so it can 
overcome its electrical energy difficulties. Before the ; 
be ginnin g of this year electricity supplies were limited to 
three bonrs a day in the capital and more in other Syrian^ 
regions. '/ 

Canadian businessmen visit Iraq 

NICOSIA (AFP) — A delegation of Canadian business 1 
men arrived in Baghdad Saturday to develop commercial 
relations between the two countries, the Iraqi News. 
Agency (INA) reported. The businessmen, headed by 
company director Albert Chamoun. were invited to Bagh? 
dad by the Union of Iraqi Chambers of Commerce, 
according to INA monitored here. Mr. Chamoun. director 
of AS International Inter Price, said “delegation members 
wish to establish solid economic relations with Iraq, in the 
interest of both countries." Several foreign economic 
delegations, mostly from Europe, have visited Iraq recently 
to prepare for a possible lifting of the U.N. embargo" 
imposed on Baghdad after its invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Khamenei warns of Israeli role in Azerbaijan 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s spiritual guide Ayatollah Ah 
Khamenei warned against Israeli influence in Azerbaijan 
during talks with Azeri President Geidar Aliyev on 
Saturday. He told Mr. Aliyev, Iran and Azerbaijan “must 
be vigilant for efforts by the Zionist regime aimed at" 

■ upsetting our warm and brotherly relations," Iranian radio 
reported. He added that Iran “places great importance on 
its relations with Azerbaijan, and hopes the ties between 
the two countries will grow even stronger.” A delegation 
from Azerbaijan visited Israel in spring, provoking fierce 
criticism in Iranian newspapers. Ayatollah Khamenei also 
condemned “Armenian aggression" against Azerbaijan, 
and blamed the Armenian government for “imposing 
war." The Annenian-majority enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh has waged a six-year fight against Azeri author- 
ities for independence. Around 20,000 people have been 
killed since the enclave broke awav from Azerbaijan w , 
1988. 


Aid trips halted to Sudanese in Uganda 

KAMPALA (R) — Relief agencies supplying food and 
medicine to thousands of Sudanese refugees in north 
Uganda have suspended the work after Ugandan rebels 
shot dead two Ethiopian truck drivers, transporters said in 
Kampala on Sunday. An official of one of the transport 
firms contracted by the World Food Programme (WFP) to 
move^ food for an estimated 220,000 refugees told repor- 
ters: “The situation here is now very bad for us and we 
risk going out until something is done to improve it." 
Two Ennopnn truck drivers working for the WFP were 
tailed and another seriously wounded in an ambush near 
the northern Ugandan town of Gulu last month. Ugandan- 
officials blamed Ugandan rebels for the attack on the- 
convoy as rt returned after delivering food to refugees in a‘ 

SIJP at 'JS“ n S‘ A military spokesman told 

Reuterc troops bad been deployed in the north to try to 
stop the attacks by the rebels. - 

Shamseddin vows to fight on 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Lebanon’s' Shiite Muslim leader 
Sheikh Mo h a mm ad Mehdi Shamseddin has vowed to 
continue the fight against Israel until the “last breath,” the 
official Iranian news agency IRNA said Sundav. Sheikh 
Shamsedeen made the remark in a meeting with Iranian 
roreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayafi on Saturday a day 
after arriving for a visit to Iran, it said. The two officials-, 
mscussed the atuation of Muslims — notably the Shnte 
community — in Lebanon, Israel’s repeated attacks against 
the country and the abduction of Lebanese cleric Mustafa 
by Israel in May. Mr. Velayati reaffirmed his 
omntr/s support for Lebanese Muslims. Sheikh Shamsetk 
gn is the president of Shiite Supreme Council, the highest 
Shnte Muslim body in Lebanon. ^ 
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Peaches J!*’"*""””] 

Tomato 


Watermelon 


.. 550/ 590 . 
... 700/500' 

— 68tL 

620 

.. 150 / 90 ' 
... 240/160 
1300 / 800 
. 1200/700. 
... 140/80 
.... 80/4(7 - 
.. 150/80 
.- 150/70 
.. 450/250. 

700*500 
_ 600 / 400 
. 450/550 1 

80/40 . 

„ 160/80 
... 110/ SO. 

700/300 , 
. 450/390-1 
, 180/100 
„ 230/160 , 
, 358/250 
. 308/ ISO ‘ - 

.'asvan 

. 550/350 
120 / «: 
..450/320 . 
.100/50 
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Prime minister briefs Cabinet 
on King’s visit to U.S. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majati 
Sunday briefed the Cabinet 
on the outcome of His Majes- 
ty King Hussein's visit to the 
United States and his talks 
with President Bill Clinton. 

The prime minister noted 
that the visit and the talks 
resulted, in Washington fully 
understanding Jordan’s posi- 
tion and needs in light of the 
ongoing peace process, 
according to a statement read 
out on Jordan Television. 

. .Dr. Majali reviewed with 
the ministers the various 
topics which the King had 
discussed with the U.S. admi- 
nistration, stressing that die 
;King emphasised Jordan’s 
•quest for a just peace in the 
i region. 

. Jordan Television quoted 
Information Minister Jawad 
Anani as saying after the 
meeting that Jordan has reaf- 
firmed its stand with regard 
to the peace process during 
die King’s visit to Washing- 
ton. 

'The King has stressed in 
his talks in Washington that 
.die peace process produces 
'Jpjoa benefits for all, but 
fthese benefits can only be 
realised under an umbrella of 
a comprehensive and just* 
peace. - 

Dr. Anani said King Hus- 
sein reiterated Jordan’s kee- 
ness to attain a comprehen- 
sive peace on all tracks thus 
reaffirming the Kingdom’s 
rejection of any separate 
deals with Israel. 

He said Jordan presented 
; its needs as a result of the 
peace process and urged the 


world community to recog- 
nise and assist in helping the 
country through its economic 
hardships in order to contri- 
bute to the peace proces s . 

Dr. Anani said Jordan was 
dear in explaining that it 
would be difficult for the 
country to shoulder the cost 
of peace while continuing to 
repay debts and implement 
an economic restructuring 
programme. 

The U.S. Administration , 
said Dr. Anani, has dearly 
pledged to play a leading role 
in providing Jordan with eco- 
nomic assistance and backing 
the Kingdom’s quest at the 
Paris Club meeting which has 
eventually resulted in the res- 
cheduling of 1,200 million in 
debts and an agreement on 
settling them over a 25-year- 
period with a 10-year grace 
period. 

He said this means that the 
Kingdom would not be 
shouldering the burdens of 
debt in the short term. 

Referring to Jordan’s debts 
to the United States the 
ministers said they amount to 
$950 million of which $250 
million were in die form erf 
U.S. guarantees for Jordan’s 
imports. 

But, be said, it would re- 
quire long debates in U.S. 
Congress to cancel any of 
these debts, and President 
Clinton has promised that 
Congress would be arriving at 
a decision in this concern. 

Furthermore, the minister 
said the U.S. administration 
expressed readiness to make 
special arrangements to nar- 
row the deficit in the balance 


of trade between foe United 
States and Jordan by allowing 
Jordan to increase its exports 
to American markets. 

Mr. Anani said Jordan’s 
potential role in foe region 
has been stressed. Its geog- 
raphic location and its tech- 
nological, economic, ednear 


tional, cultural and human 
resources capacities qualify it 
to play an active role in foe 
regional budding process, 
Dr. Anani added. 

He said Jordan’s concern 
for and interest in forming a 
regional economic bloc, mid 
its conviction that it can play 
an active regional role has 
also been stressed. ‘ 

The Minister also said the 

Cabinet discussed foe latest 
decision by the United Na- 
tions to move foe United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Re- 
fugees (UNRWA) headquar- 
ter from Vienna to Gaza as a 
result of foe pressures on 
UNRWA’s budget. 

Dr. Anani said the Jorda- 
nian government does not 
object to this decision, which 
might be positive if it was 
deemed to stress foe rights of 
the Palestinian refugees. 

Dr. Anani said that Jor- 
dan’s prime concern is to 
keep the issue of foe refugees 
afore and to ensure foe con- 
tinuity of UNRWA's role. 

He said UNRWA cannot 
relinquish its responsibilities 
towards the Palestinian re- 
fugees unless their issue is 
resolved in accordance with 
the United Nations resolu- 
tions which called for repat- 
riation or compensation. 



GIFT FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION: 
Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath 
Sunday receives a cheque in the 
amount of JD 3,000, representing the 
contribution of the Pakistani Ladies 
Society to the Young Muslim Women’s 
Association (YMWA) Special Educa- 
tion Centre. The cheque was delivered 
to Princess Sarvath by Christian Afiri- 
dl, wHte of the Pakistani ambassador to 
Jordan, during a meeting at the Royal 
Court attended by members of the 
administrative committee of the Pakis- 


tan! Ladies Society. The assoriation 
organised a fund-raising event on June 
16 at the Philadelphia Hotel for the 
benefit of the Special Education Centre 
of the YMWA. The association plans to 
organise such events on an annual 
basis to collect foods for the centre. 
Princess Sarvath expressed apprecia- 
tion to the society for its efforts and 
generous contribution and wished its 
members every success and progress 
(Petra photo) 


Ministry to 
draft new 
teachers 
union law 

tfaiB AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
;i Ministry of Education Sun- 
'siuitt day said that it was drafting a 
franiao teachers union law that 
, is would not be in violation of 
jtfiGsi any article of Constitution 
. vhuK and would enable teachers to 
..von* ‘promote their profession and 
Jllsub conduct union activities. 

! '.j is The announcement was 
mat * c by Abdullah Abu Rad- 
jyan director of the ministry’s 
information department one 
mouth after it was announced 
3$bat the govern- 

■"* and Parliament had 

Med- to get approval for an 
earlier draft law on the union 
Si** 1 from the Higher Council for 
tbe Interpretation of foe Con- 
stitution maC). 

The HCIC had said that a 
onion for teachers employed 
u by government schools would 
,v ' ‘ be unconstitutional since 
v* these teachers are civil ser- 

jsrt- 3 vants. ■ : . 

r$ The government had sent a 
, v 1 4 draft law on a teachers union 
to foe Lower House of Paifa- 
#•'2 1 which approved it and 
■Sn. Inferred it to foe Upper 
«i:4. -House, • 

■.«•£ . The HQC had said that 
jf-jj Article 120 of the Constiru- 
?on Emits legislation pertain- 
fif'S tog to dvil servants to the 
government 

,2 ip "According to Mr. Abu 
iiivS .v**-b*ah, special technical 
pofflmittees are at work draft- 
law that would confonn 
£Anfcte 120 of the Con- 

#2 mm. 

| Tag ministry has sent out 
r ffitotoents pertaining to tins 
various departments 
„■# r r* education in Joraan invit- 
I tog recommendations and 

> Pfoposids to foe new draft 
^ law. . ; 


Symposium to review 
product quality laws 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An internation- 
al symposium opening today 
under foe patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan will discuss the 
quality of products with re- 
gard to consumer and en- 
vironmental ’ policies, foam- 
ing on legal aspects and prac- 
tical actions. 

According to Bashir 
Zoubi, the symposium’s rap- 
porteur, working papers to 
be reviewed by foe partici- 
pants cover a general over- 
view of instruments, promot- 
ing the quality and safety of 
products with regard to con- 
sumer and environmental 
protection, import-export of 
dangerous products, control 
and enforcement systems, 
standardisation and certifica- 
tion processes, and consumer 
education. 

Several experts from Ger- 
man, Swiss, Dutch, Egyp- 
tian, and Jor dani an universi- 
ties and research centres will 


address the three-day meet- 
ing which has been organised 
by foe University of Jordan 
and the Catholic University 
of Louvain in Belgium, in 
cooperation with foe Legal 
Institute of Communication 
of the University of Coimbra 
in Portugal. 

Dr. Zoubi said foe sympo- 
sium, which will be held at 
the Forte Grand Hotel in 
Amman, will discuss ways of 
orienting consumers on 
selecting commodities and 
contributing to safeguarding 
foe environment from pollu- 
tion with foe help of the 
Jordanian Consumer Protec- 
tion Society. 

He said the meeting will 
end on July 6 with a round- 
table discussion entitled: “Is 
there a market for environ- 
mentally safe products glo- 
bally and nationally?” 

Dr. Zoubi added that foe 
meeting was prepared m con- 
junction with European uni- 
versities under a special prog- 
ramme financed by the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). 


India team ends visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Seven 
members of an Indian busi- 
ness team Sunday concluded 
a three-day visit to Jordan 
during which they held talks 
with Jordanian officials and 
representatives of the private 
sector on means of enhancing 
commercial exchange. 

Prior to departure, the 
team held two separate meet- 
ings with Vice Chairman and 
members of Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry Abdul Dah 
Tabbaa and Jordan Business- 
men's Association Vice 
Chairman Fakhri Bilbetsi and 
members. 


Talks with foe chamber 
members centred on enhanc- 
ing economic and trade rela- 
tions between both countries, 
by increasing the volume of 
commercial exchange, setting 
up joint or individual invest- 
ment projects and encourag- 
ing joint investments in foe 
field of fcniKseis, clothing, 
small and medium size indus- 
tries and food industries. 

Mr. Tabbaa said that joint 
Jordanian -Indian invest- 
ments in the area of fertilisers 
will pave the way for setting 
up various industrial invest- 
ment projects. 


Aqafoa plant expansion part of long-term 


JE A drive to meet rising demand 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

' AMMAN — Jordan has 
dusted off a $300 million 
plan to double foe installed 
capacity of the 130- 
megawatt thermal power 
station at Aqaba and has 
invited international offers 
for die supply, erection and 
commissioning of foe addi- 
tion. 

The Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA), the state- 
run monopoly, has secured 
forcip] financing for foe project. 
The loans came from foe 
Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development 
($115 million), the 

Japanese government ($45 
million) and the Islamic 
Development Bank 
(amount to be deter- 
mined). 

The authority also keep- 
ing the door open for furth- 
er financing by inviting two 
separate offers; one tech- 
nical and the other for 
financing. 

Part of the already avail- 
able financing will be used 
to build foe Aqaba part of 
the linkage between the 
power grids of Jordan and 
Egypt as foe forerunner of 


a regional network that 
would eventually include 
all the Arab countries east 
of the Suez Canal — Jor- 
dan, Syria, Egypt, Leba- 


non, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Yemen, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Oman, and foe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) — 
as wed as Turkey before 
the year 2,000. Studies 
have been conducted on 
the project and foe feasibil- 
ity of the linkage has 
already been established. 

The World Bank is offer- 
ing an $80 million loan to 
help improve foe efficiency 
of me country’s energy sec- 
tors. The Japanese govern- 
ment will match foe loan 
with a similar loan. The 
credit is expected to be 
partially used in foe energy 
sector and release tied- 
down funds to help the 
country’s overall balance of 
payments, officials say. 

With the expansion at 
the Aqaba plant, Jordan's 
total installed capacity will 
will be raised to 1,136 
megawatts and the JEA 
share of it to 1,026 mega- 
watts. 

The expansion project 
was shelved in 1990 when 
Jordan found commercial 


gas deposits at AI Risheh 
on the border with Iraq. 

However, with the in- 
crease in demand brought 
about by foe return home 
of more than 300,000 ex- 
patriates in foe wake of the 
Gulf crisis, the project had 
to be revived to meet pro- 
jected requirements by foe 
year 199?, JEA officials 
say. 

Tbe country produced a 
total of 4,761 gigawatts of 
power (JEA — 3,938 giga- 
watts and private industries 
the rest) in 1993, and 3.981 
gigawatts were consumed, 
registering an increase of 
8.4 per cent over 1992. The 
rate in consumption growth 
r e flected a steady aectihe 
since the early 80s, When it 
was dose to 15 to 17 per 
cent before dedining to 6.7 
per cent in 1990. 

The growth rate of de- 
mand in 1992 was 15.2 per 
cent after a negative 
growth of one per cent in 
1991. 

In 1993, the industrial 
sector accounted for 36.4 
per cent of tbe total power 
consumed in tbe country, 
followed by domestic con- 
sumers with 29.9 per cent, 
the commercial sector with 


10.7 per cent, water pump- 
ing with 17.6 per cent and 
others (street lighting etc.) 
with a combined total of 
5.4 per cent. 

It is estimated that the 
country would have a 
growth rate in demand for 
power of eight per cent in 

1994, seven per cent in 

1995, 7.4 per cent in 1996, 
5.1 per cent in 2,000, and 
3.6 per cent in 2005. This 
means demand reaching 
1,397 megawatts in foe year 
2000. 

Today, foe JEA has an 
installed capacity oft 590 
megawatts of steam tur- 
bines, 40 megawatts of 
diesel engines, 140 mega- 
watts of diesel-run gas tur- 
bines, 90 megawatts of 
natural gas turbines, 6 
megawatts of hydroelectric 
unit. 

Average per capita con- 
sumption was 1,136 kilo- 
watts in 1993. Jordau 
boasts 98.9 per cent cover- 
age of afl its population and 
97 per cent of the rural 
population. 

The country supplied 46 
gigawatts of power to Syria 
in 1993 through a grid link- 
age established in the mid- 
80s. 


Other main features of 
foe energy sector in Jordan 
are: Tbe Kingdom, which is 
implementing an economic 
restructuring programme 
prescribed by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF), is under pressure to 
revise tbe tariffs to reflect 
more realistically the actual 
costs. Tariff rises which are 
expected to be announced 
will be based on block rates 
— meaning subscribers 
with low consumption will 
pay lower costs and those 
with high consumption will 
pay more per kilowatt of 
power consumed. 

The average cost per 
kilowatt sold in 1993 was 
25.18 fQs; tbe fuel compo- 
nent in foe cost was 13.81 
fils. 

The JEA. which has run 
up losses since its 
inception, is undergoing 
a revamping under which it 
will become a fully com- 
mercial entity subject to 
foe rules and regulations of 
foe comptroller of com- 
panies. Until now, the JEA 
was a semi-autonomous 
government entity working 
under the Ministry of Ener- 
gy and Mineral Resources. 


Road collision kills 1, injures II in Irbid area 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One person 
was killed and 11 injured, 
including a 10-year-old 
child listed in critical condi- 
tion, early Sunday morning 
in a bus accident in Al 
Mazrah area near Al 
Mashareh town in Irbid, 
police and Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) re* 
ports said. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the acci- 
dent occurred when a pick- 
up truck driver, attempting 
to turn left, swerved too far 
in that direction and hit-an 
oncoming- fins on a one- 
lane rdad/' *•'■ 

Captan- Mamoun Hala- 
sah, an engineer at the 
Traffic Department who in- 
vestigated foe accident, 
told me Jordan Times that 
foe truck driver was alone, 
while the bus was trans- 
porting 1 1 passengers, 
eight of whom were mem- 


bers of foe same family. 
The bus was beading from 
Irbid to foe West Bank, foe 
official added. 

**The accident was foe 
pickup driver’s fault for not 
staying in his own lane, and 
our investigations proved 
that foe bus was driving 
within the speed limit,” 
Capt. Halasah said. 

According to the report, 
the bus driver, Adel 
M.Tayeh (45) was killed 
instantly. The injured, who 
were taken to Abu 
Obeidah Hospital in Irbid, 
are Muhssen Thiab (the 
truck driver), Manal, 
Amal, Fatmeb, Duaa, 
Manar, Muna, Kalfooum 
and Mohammad Abdul 
Malek (all from one family' 
and aged between 10-20), 
Rafikah Ibrahim (45), and 
Reem Mahmoud (25). 

The attending doctor at 
the hospital told the Jordan 
Times that five of foe vic- 
tims were transferred to 
Princess Basma Hospital in 
Irbid, while the rest are 


expected to be released to- 
day. 

This is tbe fifth reported 
accident involving passen- 
ger buses in the country 
since May 1 when 10 peo- 
ple were killed and 15 in- 
jured on the Madaba- 
Amman road. A week la- 
ter, 18 people were injured 
in a bus accident in Al 
Konra area. In early June, 
14 people were injured in a 
similar accident in Karat 

And Sunday police re- 
ported that a 6-year-old 
child (Nadia Arabi Orani) 
died as a result of injuries 
sustained in the Amman - 
Irbid road accident on June 
27 that had so far claimed 
the lives of 31 indivitinals. 

His Majesty King Hus-" 
sein delegated Amman and - 
Irbid governors Tala't 
Nawaiseh and Fayez Abba- 
di to visit patients injured 
in last week's accident. 

The King asked Mr. 
Nawaiseh and Mr. Abbadi 
to convey his regards to foe 
patients and his best wishes 


for their speedy recovery. 

The patients and their 
families voiced their appre- 
ciation of foe King’s ges- 
ture and wished him con- 
tinued good health and 
happiness. 


Man Hits in 

accidental shooting 

A Tafileh man (27) was 
killed Saturday after befog 
accidentally shot by a youth 
in Jarf Al Daraweesh area 
in Tafileh, police reports 
showed. 

According to the report, 
the youth" (17), who was 
not identified' .by police, 
was cleaning his father’s 
gun' in his tent when a 
bullet was accidentally 
fired striking foe other man 
in foe face. The victim was 
also not identified. 

The man was rushed to a 
nearby hospital, but was 
dead on arrival. 


Youth drowns in pool 

Also on Saturday, a 14- 
year-old youth drowned in 
a public pool m Al Bayader 
area in Amman, ODD re- 
ports said. 

Tbe victim's brother told 
police that he was teaching 
iris younger brother how to 
swim. He said that he left 
tbe pool area for five mi- 
nutes while his brother was 
in foe pool with an inflated 
rubber tire; when he re- 
turned he discovered his 
brother floating face-down. 

"Police reports said the" 
two were swimming alone': 
in the pool .-when; the ind-’.' 
dent happened/ J 

The youth was taken to 
King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre by a CDD rescue team; 
foe attending doctor said 
the youth died as a result of 
heart and lung failure. 


Psychiatry versus societal ‘taboos’ 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Although 15- 
20 per cent of any country’s 
population requires 
psychiatric treatment, less 
than one-third of that per- 
centage of Jordanians 
actually takes foe first step 
to visit a psychiatrists’ clinic 
because of societal 
“taboos,” say some of Jor- 
dan’s leading psychiatrists. 

Anxiety, depression, 
schizophrenia, drug addic- 
tion, sexual problems and 
eating disorders are suf- 
fered by a good number of 
Jordanians who choose to 
ignore such problems be- 
cause of a lack of aware- 
i ness, low standard of 
, education and cultural in- 
hibitions, according to 
Waleed Sarfaan, a well- 
known Jordanian psychiat- 
rist. 

In an interview with foe 
Jordan Times, Dr. Sarhan 
said there are various 
reasons behind the “stig- 
ma” attached to psychiatry, 
causing people to fear and 

fous dismiss this “rapidly 
developing science.” 

Mental disorders are 
caused by many factors to 
which every person is ex- 
posed, said the doctor, who 
believes that this should be 
more of a reason for people 
to take psychiatry serious- 
ly- 

Such disorders are 
caused by “social, environ- 
mental, biological and 
genetic factors,” he said, 
discounting the common 
misconception in Jordan 
that mental illness only 
affects foe weak or those 
who have been trauma- 
tised. 

Dtj- Sarhan said people 


avoid confronting what 
they think is personal 
weakness, therefore an in- 
itially simple psychiatric 
case that is neglected can, 
over a long period, deterio- 
rate into a much more com- 
plex situation — a very 
common scenario in foe 
country, he added. 

In addition, Mohammad 
Farkb, a practising 
psychiatrist in foe private 
sector, said psychiatry is 
not approved by physicians 
themselves, who think they 
can handle all illnesses re- 
gardless of their nature. 

He said most physicians 
in Jordan not only thinlc 
little of the discipline of 
psychiatry, but also think 
that all psychiatric prob- 
lems are of the same na- 
ture. 

Dr. Farkb said it is quite 
common for a patient suf- 
fering from chest pains to 
go to a physician who after 
examining foe patient, fails 
to discover any physical 
reasons for tbe patient’s 
symptoms, but prescribes 
sedatives to him/her. 

In such a case, it is ob- 
vious that in the absence of 
physical problems, the pa- 
tient could be suffering 
from a psychiatric problem 
and would therefore need 
to be referred to a specialist 
in that field instead of 
being prescribed sedatives 
that only subdue the symp- 
toms rather than cure 
them. Dr. Farkh said. 

Such a procedure, 
according to foe doctor, 
traps foe patient in a vi- 
cious circle where his/her 
symptoms intensify as does 
their cause; whereby had 
foe patient been referred to 
a psychiatrist from the 
start, foe problem would 
have been contained in a 


shorter period, saving both 
patient and doctor time and 
effort. 

Moreover, psychiatric Al- 
ness in foe culture is always 
associated with insanity, a 
condition which most peo- 
ple view as unbeatable, 
said Dr. Sarhan. 

Fear of being sent away 
to “mad houses” is often 
portrayed by television 
films and other media, and 
they have had a negative 
impact oa people’s percep- 
tion of psychiatry, he 
added. 1 

In agreement, Ahmad 
Khalaf, president of the 
Jordanian Psychiatrists’ 
Association (JPA) stressed 
foe need to educate Jorda- 
nians on the value of 
psychiatry through media 
channels. 

“We want to address 
people in a humanistic tone 
and make them understand 
that it is only human to 
have psychiatric disturb- 
ances, and that they can be 
cored if realised.” said Dr. 
Khalaf. 

He also warned against 
the growing number of 
what he called “witch doc- 
tors" or shamans claiming 
to have divine powers to rid 
patients of all their ail- 
ments. 

He said the widespread 
popularity of such “heal- 
ers” is al aiming as it gives 
way to the exploitation of 
many ignorant people who 
are actually led to believe 
in foe “magical powers” of 
those “healeis.” 

Such practices have be- 
come so prevalent that the 
"healers” have established 
offices frequented by many 
who are anxious to have 
foe “devil within foem” ex- 
orcised, explained Dr. 
Khalaf. 


The doctor reiterated foe 
JPC’s commitment to 
embark on a campaign 
aimed at raising people’s 
awareness of the legitimacy 
of foe science of psychiatry 
and its orthodox treatment 
techniques as opposed to 
“witch doctoring.” 

All three professionals 
said psychiatrists combine 
two methods of treatment 
to cure a patient: 
psychotherapy and medica- 
tion. 

Psychotherapy helps the 
patient in speaking out and 
relieves him or her of ten- 
sion; it also helps the 
psychiatrist in the diagnosis 
and assessment of a certain 
case. 

Psychiatric medication 
on tbe other hand, is neces- 
sary to eliminate symptoms 
of distress, and on the long 
run, helps cure patients 
through their effect on foe 
function of the brain and 
the nervous system, 
according to foe psychiat- 
rists. 

Saying that psychiatric 
treatment in Jordan is the 
best in the area. Dr. Farkh 
added that psychiatrists 
here make use of psycho- 
logists’ services and very 
often work along with them 
as a team. 

He said tbat psychiatrists 
refer patients to ptycbolog- 
ists who are specialists of 
psychometry, the science 
which involves pefonning 
IO tests, personality pro- 
files, and counselling. 

Bat although psycholog- 
ists can help patients 
through counselling they 
are not holders of medical 
diplomas as are psychiat- 
rists, explained Dr. Farkh. 

In addition. Dr. Sarhan 
said that foe conservative 
culture and people’s con- 


cern for their legal status 
makes them more reluctant 
to seek the help of 
psychiatrists. 

“Some people fear that 
their seeing a psychiatrist 
could reflect on their legal 
status negatively and be 
used against them in a 
court of law if marital or 
familial conflicts should 
arise,” he said, adding that 
in a conservative country 
like Jordan, one’s reputa- 
tion is put on the line be- 
cause psychiatric disturb- 
ances are viewed to be 
character shortcomings, 
something that is scanda- 
lous in the eyes of many. 
Dr. Sarhan said. 

Dr. Khalaf said that on 
many occasions, husbands 
of patients have 
approached him deman- 
ding a report to “prove 
their wives’ mental incom- 
petence” either for divorce 
purposes or financial cus- 
tody over assets. 

In foe same vein. Dr. 
Farkh said it was easier for 
him to “handle” a patient 
than it is to deal with his/ 
her family, neighbours, and 
physicians, all of whom, he 
added "are causing (him) a 
headache because of their 
unclear definition of 
psychiatry.” 

He said hospitals in the 
country make a psychiat- 
rist's job more difficult 
than it already is. Many 
hospitals refuse to receive 
.psychiatric patients be- 
cause they cannot profit 
from them as they do from 
those patients who require 
surgery, said Dr. Farkh. 

Patients admitted to hos- 
pital for surgery, he said, 
require more costly facili- 
ties such as operating 
rooms, x-rays, pain killers 
and injections. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


foe French Guttural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


THIRD YOUTH THEATRE 
FESTIVAL 

■fr Drama in Arabic entitled “Tbe Night of 
the Murderers” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 5 JO pjn. 


* Drama in Arabic entitled “A Face for 
Everything” at foe Royal Cultural Centre 
at 7 JO p.m. 

FILM 

☆ Dutch film entitled “Detices Torques” at 


Lectnre on art entitled “The Psychology of 
Vision and Method” by Dr. George 
Sayegh at Darat Al Fannn of the Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Luwesbdrh at 6:00 p.m. 




't 
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A child wounded by Che RPF (Rwandan Patriotic 
Front) shellings on the Kigali market, waits for 
medical treatment at the Red Cross hospital. Rwan- 


dan rebels fired three shells into the government-held 
Kigali market killing 16 people and wounding about 
20 others (AFP photo) 


French called to stop fighting in Kigali 


KIGALI (Agencies) — 
Rwandan rebels besieging 
Kigali launched a major 
offensive early Sunday 
.igjinst a paramilitary police 
camp in the north * of the 
capital. 

The Rwandan Patriotic 
Front (RPF) attacked the 
Cacyicu gendarmerie base at 
around 4:00 a.m. (0200 
GMT), before daybreak. 
Violent artillery and small 
arms exchange's lasted for 
almost two hours. 

Officers in the U.N. Assist- 
ance Mission in Rwanda 
4UNAMIR) watched the 
fighting from the Mcridien 
Hotel close to the front line, 
but they were unable to say 
whether the rebels had seized 
the camp. 

The latest fighting between 
the mainly Tutsi rebels and 
the forces of the Hutu major- 
ity government followed a 
day of sporadic shelling in 
Kigali, which is surrounded 
.by the RPF. 

Early Saturday, three 
shells fired by the rebels 
slammed into a market in a 
government-held pan of the 
city, killing 16 people and 
wounding a score of others, 
witnesses and hospital 
sources said. 

French troops deployed in 
the west of the embattled 
central African highland na- 
tion meanwhile prepared to 
sc: up a safe area for hun- 
dreds of thousands of en- 
dangered civilians, many of 
them fleeing rebel advances. 

French foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Catherine Cof- 
onna said in Paris on Satur- 
da\ that U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ohali hail 


expressed support for the 
idea and had informed the 
head of the U.N. Security 
Council, Jamsheed Marker, 
whose response was expected 
“in the next few hours." 

Ms. Colonna added that 
France did not need U.N. 
approval on the matter, as 
the creation of a safe area 
was permitted under current 
Security Council mandates 
for protecting civilians. 

French military interven- 
tion in Rwanda, which began 
last month, is opposed by the 
RPF, which accused Paris of 
backing the government and 
extremist Hutu militias. 

The rebels have warned of 
fighting in the event of direct 
confrontation with the 
French troops. 

France has repeatedly said 
that its Operation Turqouise 
mission in Rwanda, where 
hundreds of thousands of 
people have been killed in an 
ethnic civil war, was strictly 
humanitarian and that it had 
no intention of getting in- 
volved in the conflict. 

French U.N. Ambassador 
Jean-Bcmard Merimce said 
in a letter to Mr. Ghali that 
France would have no choice 
but to withdraw rapidly from 
Rwandan territory if a' secur- 
ity zone could not be orga- 
nised there with international 
support. 

The pullout warning came 
as the rebel RPF appeared to 
consolidate decisive advances 
across the country, sparking 
fresh waves of Hufu refugees. 

In Gama, the bridgehead 
Zairean border town for the 
French troops, spokesman 
Colonel Jean-Claude Per- 
ruchon told journalists on 


Saturday: “We have had con- 
firmation that Kigali is com- 
pletely surrounded," by the 
rebels. 

“To our knowledge there is 
no remaining access route 
into Kigali," he said, adding 
that government forces 
appeared to be “in difficul- 
ties" and that the reports had 
come from different and in- 
dependent sources. 

“Government forces seem 
to be preparing a counterat- 
tack from hills in the north- 
west.. .but for the first time 
they are completely sur- 
rounded in Kigali." said Col. 
Pe miction, who was in west- 
ern Rwanda but has daily 
radio contact with U.N. 
forces in Kigali. 

But in Kigali, the comman- 
der of U.N. Forces, Maj. 
Gen. Romeo Dallaire, said 
early Sunday he couldn't con- 
firm the city was surrounded 
by rebels. He said Col. Per- 
ruebon's information didn't 
come from' ms command. 

“We can’t go out to see 
now. it's dark. It’s too risky,” 
Maj. Dallaire, a Canadian, 
said in a telephone interview 
with the Associated Press. 
“There is fighting now. There 
is shooting in the dty.” 

The rebel Rwandan Patrio- 
tic Front, led by the minority 
Tutsis, has taken about two- 
thirds of the country since the 
fighting began in early April, 
and has mounted a ferocious 
assault on Kigali. 

“We want France to inter- 
pose itself between the bel- 
ligerent sides," Rwandan 
Foreign Minister Jerome 
Bicamumpaka told the AP in 
Gisenyi, where the provision- 
al government fled after 


being driven from Kigali. 

Up to 500,000 people, 
mainly Tutsi victims of Hutu 
militiamen and death squads, 
have been massacred in 
Rwanda since the April 6 
death of president Juvenal 
Habyarimana in a suspected 
rocket attack on his plane. 

On Friday, the U.N. 
Security Council voted to cre- 
ate a commission to investi- 
gate alleged acts of genocide 
in Rwanda, a move that 
could lead to the creation of 
an international tribunal. 

UN AMIR military spokes- 
man Major Jean-Guy Plante 
said Saturday that the mis- 
sion was halting food aid m 
Kigali because it was running 
low on supplies, the airport 
remains dosed and stocks 
must be transported by truck 
from neighbouring Uganda. 

“We only have a small 
reserve which we are keeping 
for emergencies,” Maj. 
Piante^aid. “We are waiting 
for a green light from the 
RPF to open the airport." 

The ..RPF. which jointly 
controls the airport with 
U.N. troops, opened fire on 
two planes flying over Kigali 
last week and banned the use 
of the runway because of 
fears that Frendi troops will 
be airlifted into the capital. 

Maj. Plante said UN AMIR 
was also negotiating with 
government forces to restart 
the evacuation of the home- 
less, prisoners of war and ; 
potential hostages trapped 
behind enemy lines. “We 
have the green light from the 
RPF (for this) but we are 
having coordination prob- 
lems with the government 
forces,” he said. 


French motives behind Rwanda 


intervention worry relief agencies 


GOMA. Zaire (R) — Aid 
agencies, gearing up to step 
in as French troops save 
Rwandans from slaughter, 
hail the humanitarian aims of 
"Operation turquoise" but 
worry about the precise milit- 
ary role and possible hidden 
motives. 

Ten days after French pa- 
ratroopers thrust into west- 
ern Rwanda, most aid work- 
ers say so far so good. But 
They add that a big gamble 
over the southern dty of Bu- 
tane faces the French. 

"If the French and RPF 
( Rwanda Patriotic Front) 
come into conflict over Bu- 
tare it will be au absolute 
disaster. A war between the 
French and RPF will leave 
this place worse than ever 
before," says a senior aid 
official. 

“If France succeeds in its 
aims without lives lost we 
must applaud it. If it ends in 
conflict only more people will 
suffer and flee... the goal is 
great, I just worry about the 
methods.” 

The rebels, suspicious of 
France's motives, have 
vowed to fight the French if 
they stray from humanitarian 


France’s tactic with the 
advancing RPF rebels is 
emerging so far as being to 
put 800 men in strongpoints 
near rebel thrusts on Butare 
and west of the town of 
Gitarama. 

Government forces are on 
the defensive so pose no 


problem. 

While maintaining that 
France is neutral in the war 
and wants to avoid contact 
with rebel forces. French 
officers have said they hoped 
the very presence of their 
troops in the path of the 
rebels would halt the RPF 
pushes before shooting broke 
out. 

At the same time, they say 
the RPF is forcibly pushing 
an estimated 90,000 displaced 
people ahead of two thrusts 
and say French troops have 
orders to shoot both in self- 
defence and to protect civi- 
lians from massacre by either 
side. 

Virtually all massacres 
since fighting broke out in 
April were of Tutsis and 
Hutu opponents of the gov- 
ernment and were carried out 
by government troops and 
Hutu militiamen, aid officials 
say. But French spokesman 
have been stressing rare re- 
ports of RPF massacres of 
Hutus. 

French troops took foreign 
journalists on Saturday to in- 
terview three Spanish nuns, 
who gave a confuting account 
of what a French lieutenant- 
colonel said was an RPF mas- 
sacre. 

Military spokesmen 
however stopped identifying 
refugees by tribe after saying 
Hutus were under anode by 
RPF infiltrators near the 
western town of Kibuve. In- 
stead of wounded &utus. 
French troops found hun- 


dreds of Tutsis faring mas- 
sacre by Hutu militiamen. 
Nearly 100 were already 
wounded and evacuated. 

Fears of an anti-French 
backlash in the govemment- 
beid west by Hutu residents, 
who initially hailed them as 
saviours, prompted the 
Frendi to stop volunteering 
tribal affiliations. 

The French military says it 
hopes soon to move a field 
hospital to Butare to deal 
with an expected flood of 
wounded. 

But some aid workers said 
the hospital might be used as 
another obstacle, tearing the 
rebels with a choice of halting 
their advance or biting de- 
nounced for attacking a 
medical unit. 

Such concerns about 
troops beading a humanita- 
rian operation in Rwanda is 
widely shared in the ram- 
shackle eastern Zairean town 
of Goma, the launching pad 
for the intervention. 

“Military people aren’t aid 
people.” said another foreign 
aid worker, adding she was 
still impressed by the 2,500 
troops assembled by France 
while other U.N. member 
states dithered. 

“But their idea of a huma- 
nitarian aid operation isn't 
ours. They are sending 
corned beef and sardines 
where we would send beans 
and maize. They don’t know 
what is really needed here." 

Other aid workers say the 
French ctmld hope to address 


only a tiny pan of Rwanda’s 
massive needs in the two- 
months they have set them- 
selves before handing over to 
U.N. peacekeepers. 

“We are bearing figures of 
three million displaced. Now 
the harvest is at an end and 
planting should start but 
there simply isn’t anything to 
plant... this disaster will go 
on and on,” said ooe. 

Aid workers cite past pre- 
cedent for their doubts, re- 
calling France's past pro- 
government role in Rwanda, 
when the RPF invaded from 
Uganda in 1990, French 
troops, in what Paris called a 
hu m anitarian mission, inter- 
vened as rebels nearly cap- 
tured the capital, Kigali. 
France says its men only pro- 
tected the airport but the 
RPF says they fought for 
government forces. 

“We are suspicious that the 
humanitarian reasons given 
by the Frendi for he m m i n g 
involved are merely a pretext 
but only time win tell,” 
another aid official said. 

Other aid workers said that 
although France was bringing 
in 400 tonnes of food 
medicine to Goma for Rwan- 
da, some aid bodies were 
hesitant about distributing 
the supplies. 

“The French told us all we 
can have anything we want at 
no cost and no strings. But 
our woxiy is if we hand out 1 
French ad we will no longer 
be seen as imprtial,” said one 
aid worker. 


^Save water... ei/eru drop counts! 


‘Boat people 
wave may 
rise further* 


people on June 16. 

Under the policy, inter- 
cepted refugees will be 
given a hearing to see if 
they qualify for political re- 
fugee status in the United 
States. Previously, all boat 
people had been considered 
economic refugees and had 
been retnrned to Haiti. 

Although only about one 
of every three people inter- 
cepted have been granted 
asylum so fax, the chance 
has been enough to inspire 
Haitians to take to the sea 
under wretched conditions. 

On Friday, the Coast 
Guard cutter Hamilton 
stopped a 15-metre sailboat 
on which 468 people had 
managed to jam. “I don’t 
think you can get any more 
people on a boat that size. 
That’s extremely unsafe,” 
Coast Guard spokesman 
Dan Waldsdunidt told the 
Associated Press. 

, Another 488 people 
aboard 13 boats were inter- 
cepted by late afternoon 
Saturday. “We’ve got plen- 
ty more out there," Mr. 
Waldsdunidt said. 

The refugees are taken 
either to a ship off Jamaica 
or to a recently reopened 
facility at the U.S. naval 


base at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, just across the 130- 
km windward passage from 
northwest Haiti. 

Until the reopening of 
Guantanamo, most boat 
people had set sail from the 
southwest peninsula that 
reaches toward Jamaica, 
But the availability of 
Guantanamo makes depart- 
ing from the north more 
feasible, and thus is likely 
to increase the flow, said a 
diplomatic source. 

The diplomat, who is 
familiar with the number of 
boats being built on the 
island, said be foresees a 
surge in the next few weeks.. 
Boat organisers, particulary 
m the north, are aggressive- 
ly promoting voyages, he 
said on condition of anony- 
mity. Northern Haiti has 
bigger boats, buflt primarily 
for pre-embargo cargo traf- 
fic between the coast and 
Miami or the Bahamas. 

The promoters apparent- 
ly are seeking to make as 
much as possible before the 
economic sanctions against 
Haiti make money even 
scarcer. 

The sanctions were im- 
posed to try to force the 
military-backed govern- 
ment to relinquish power 
and restore to office demo- 
cratically elected President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
who was overthrown in a 
military-led coup in 1991. 

Since the coup, more 
than 51,000 Haitians were 
intercepted at sea by the 
Coast Guard. The number 
of those who made it to 
other shores or died on the 
way is not known. 

“Clinton was looking for 
a problem. He found his 
problem now,” said Jean 
Claude Fignole, who owns 
the ferryboat Freda I. He 
spoke with the AP aboard 
the ferryboat, which was 
crowded with hundreds of 
people and tonnes of cargo, 
minutes before the vessel 
left Port-An-Prince on its 
scheduled run to the south- 
ern Port Jeremie. 

The refugee exodus 
threatens to overwhelm the 
processing facilities off 
Jamaica, at Guantanamo 
and on the British Carib- 
bean island of Grand Turk. 
The facilities are projected 
to accommodate 15,500 
people by mid-July. In 
Washington, a White 
House official said Saturday 
that die Clinton administra- 
tion is dose to signing an 
agreement to open another 
centre in another country, 
which she did not specify. 

If bearings for the boat 
people take place offshore, 
the Clinton administration ' 
does not have to provide 
legal counsel for them. 
Washington hoped to de- 
cide within 24 hours which 
refugees gained political 
asylum or not, but the in- 
flux has slowed that effort. 


Bosnian army says Serbs 
threaten Sarajevo road 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serb 
troops backed by tanks are 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Tired U.S. coast 
guardsmen laboured Satur- 
day in their biggest rescue 
mission since World War IX, 
intercepting boats j amm ed 
with Haitians and bracing 
for a new surge of refugees. 

Diplomats say they be- 
lieve bigger boats are being 
reached for thousands more 
Haitians to try to escape 
their impoverished and rep- 
ressive homeland. 

More than 6,700 people 
have fled in the past two 
weeks, inducting 1365 who 
were picked up Friday. 
That was the highest single- 
day total since Washington 
changed its policy on boat 


moving into position to cut a 
key supply route linking 
Sarajevo to the Adriatic 
coast, an officer with Bosnian 
government forces said on 


"We believe two BSA 
(Bosnian Serb Army) bri- 
gades have moved into posi- 
tion behind (Mount) Igman 
in recent days and we are 
expecting an «tMf in 
area,” the officer, who asked 
not to be named, told Reu- 
ters. 

“The road is vulnerable. It 
would not take much to cut 
the route and halt traffic in 
and out of Sarajevo.” 

Bosnian government 
sources said two mechanised 


battalions, each with as many 
as 20 tanks and 160 to 200 
infantrymen, were among the 
Serb reinforcements advanc- 
ing towards the road across 
Mount Igman west of the 
Bosnian capital. 

U.N. nuhtaiy officials in 
the dty could not immediate- 
ly verify the government 
claims. Combatants' reports 
of troop movements are 
sometimes exaggerated. 

“The area you are talking 
about is controlled by the 
BSA and we don’t have milit- 
ary observers on their side,” 
said Commander Eric 
Chaperon, a U.N. spokes-, 
man. 

“We have no information 
about Serb movements there, 


they inflicted heavy casualties 
on government troops and 
began rofling them back in a 
counter-offensive east of 
Zavidovid, U.N- officers 
said. 

Veteran observers of the 
27-month Bosnian civil war 
had been expecting a massive 

Serb riposte to June’s re- 
verses. 

A successful, attack on the 
unpaved road across I gman , 
which has come under in- 
creased small arms, heavy 
machine-gun and artillery fire 
in recent days, would serve as 
a brutal reminder to Sarajevo 
that the war is not over. 

Most people in the capital 
still rely heavily on humanita- 
rian aid and hundreds of lor- 
ries laden with food and basic 
consumer goods use the road 
every week. 


A third of Russians 
affected by 
contaminated 
water 


but if they are moving by 
night we probably wouldn't 
know about it.” 


. -^Muslim and Croat-backed 
government army forces 
ignored a country-wide trace 
for most of June, attarirfng 
Sob positions in central Bos- 
nia and gainmg ground. 

Serb forces were uucharac- 
teristicafly restrained in their 
response until Friday, when 


The goods have helped to 
fend an air of normality to a 
dty that was pounded by 
Serb siege guns until late 
February when a U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolution, back- 
ed by the threat-of NATO air 
strikes, forced heavy 
weapons to pull bade out of 
range. 

Serb troops attacked on 
Igman in August 1993 and 
came dose to capturing the 
supply route before they 
were forced to withdraw, I 
again under threat of NATO 
air strikes. 

U.N. soldiers and military 
observers are stationed on 
the mountain and nearby 
peaks, where many skiing 
events of the 1984 winter 
Olympics were held, but the 
troops have neither the man- 
date nor the strength to deter 
an attack. 

Bosnian military sources 
said they also feared Serb 
attacks along the land route 
near Mostar and Konjic, 
further west of Sarajevo. 


Twists in OJ. Simpson saga 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
The hearing to determine 
whether 03. S imp so n should 


goon trial for murder already 
has produced some sunrises 


has produced some surprises 
— and one big mystery. 

As - television entertain- 
ment, the preliminary hear- 
ing Thursday and Friday 
started slower than Simpson’s 
chase with police, but the 
drama picked up after te- 
dious discussion of hair sam-r 
pies and storing evidence. 
The hearing produced: 

— Indications that the 
murders occurred about 
10:20 p.m. Mr. Simpson's 
lawyers have been using 11 
p.m. as the time frame for his 
alibi that he was home 3.2 
kins away at the time of the 
killings. They haven't 
accounted for ms whereab- 
outs around 10 p.m. 

— Evidence that Mr. 
Simpson's mansion was 
bloodier than previously 
thought. 

— Confirmation of teaks 
and rumours that Mr. Simp- 
son bought a big knife a few 
weeks before the killings. 

And just what is stuffed in 
a bulging yellow envelope, 
Mr. Simpson's lawyers gave 
to a judge? 

They aren’t saying. The 
latest Newsweek cites two 
"well- placed” sources as 
saying the envelope contains 
a knife. 

Some legal observers said 
the prosecution scored points 
by disclosing that Mr. Simp- 
son bought a 37 cm knife five 
weeks before his ex-wife, 
Nkote Brown Simpson, and 
her friend, Ronald Goldman, 
were stabbed to death at her 
Los Angeles condominium. 

"It was an excellent 
move,” said Laurie Leven- 
son, a Lo yola University law 
professor and former pro- 
secutor. “It started the case 
voy dramatically and it put a 
knife in O.J. Simpson’s 
hand.” 

University of Sooth era 
California Law Professor 
Erwin Cbemerinsky said pro- 
secutors have yet to link 
wounds on the victims to a 
knife Mr. Simpson may or 
may not have purchased. No 
murder weapon seems to 
have been found. 

Should the de fe nce show 
up with the knife Mr. Simp- 
son bought and an innocent 
explanation of its whereab- 
outs, “it would be a major 
embarrassment for the pro- 
secution," he noted. 

Noted Los Angeles De- 
fence Attorney Harland 
Braun said that whatever is in 
the mystery envelope, it can’t 
be good news for the de- 
fence. 

The only time he has ewer 
known the defence to tom 
over evidence is when it is 
incriminating or at least 
ambiguous. He sudd that in 
many instances attorneys 
have an ethical obligation, to 
dzsdose such evidence. 

“The knife thing was very 



MOSCOW (AP) — A third 
of all Russians suffer fl] 
effects from contaminated 
drinking water each year and 
half the population drinks 
substandard water, govern- 
ment experts say m a newly 
published study. The En- 
vironment Ministry reached 
its conclusions after conduct- 
ing the first nationwide sur- 
vey of Russia’s drinking wa- 
ter, the Moscow Tunes re- 
ported Saturday, a day after 
the ministry released its 
study. The experts found that 
one in three Russians suffer 
annually from intestinal dis- 
orders caused by infected or 
polluted drinking wafer, due 
to widespread wafer pollu- 
tion, outdated purification 
facilities and dirty pipes, the 
report said. The drinking wa- 
ter is substandard for half of 
Russia's 148 million residents 
and is particularly bad in the 
regions of Moscow, Kurgan 
and Kalmykia. “This (foes 
not mean that half the 
population is drinking poiso- 
nous wafer,” said Yevgeny 
Dnritriyev, director of the 
State Institute of Applied 
Ecology that co-authored the 
preliminary report. While 4.3 
per cent of all water samples 
contained dangerous levels of 
bacteria, more than 20 times 
the acceptable level, most 
samples failed the test be- 
cause they contained high 
levels of minerals and iron, 
which were relatively harm- 
less substances, Mr. Dmit- 
riyev was quoted by the 
Tunes as saying. Only 3.5 per 
cent of all samples felled to 
pass the test because of high 
percentages of chemicals, the 
lanes said. After decades of 
carelessness in industry and 
agriculture, about 70 per cent 
of all rivers and lakes in 
Russia are unfit to be sources 
of drinking water. Over 80 
per cent of the water distribu- 
tion system also is not up to 
hygienic standards and 40 per 
cent of the equipment is worn 
out, the report said. 


Women officials 
probe Indian 
sex scandal 


O. J. Simpson 


impressive," Mr. Braun said. 
“Tlic fact that (Simpson 
attorney Robert) Shapiro has 
turned something over to the 
court is sort of worrisome for 
the defence.” 

No human was known to 
have witnessed the killings. 
Ms. Simpson's big white akita 
apparently was there and his 
behaviour gave dues as to 
when the slayings happened. 

A neighbour, Pablo Fenj- 
ves, whose condominium is 
near Ms. Simpson’s, said he 
was watching the 10 p.m. 
news the night of June 12 
vfren he beard a dog from the 
direction of Ms. Simpson’s 
home. 

“About 15 or 20 minutes 
into it I beard a dog barking, 
sort of a plaintive wail,” said 
Mr. Fenjves. 

Another witness, Steven 
Schwab, was walking bis own 
dog when he ran into a paint- 
rag, agitated white alrita that 
had Wood on its paws. The 
time: Hk5S p.m. 

Char les Weisselberg, a 
professor at the University of 
Southern California Law 
Centre, said testimony about 
the tune of the killing could 
be among the most important 
evidence in the case. 

“The tinting is critical," he 
said. “It’s important for the 
prosecution to have the time 
of death earlier (than 11 

p.m.) in order to diminish the 

effect of the alibi.” 

T}* “rikr time of the 
nflmgs Jibes with testimony 
from employees at the Mez- 
zaluna Restaurant where 
Goldman worked. They said 
GoWn^j left the restaurant 
abom 9:45 p.m. to return a i 
parof glasses in an envelope 
to Ms. Simpson. ^ 

A few hours later, their 
wbcn tee 

atom ted neighbour to the 
murder scene. Beside Ms. 
Simpsons body sat a white 
“jjefope, splattered with 
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Ford fi ron- 
ra, on tm driveway in his 

The defence wants the 
out much of 

atmpson s estate. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Au- 
thorities have ordered an in- 
vestigation into a sex scandal 
in India in which, politicians 
connived with local officials 
to lure more than 500 teenage 
girls into prostitution, news- 
papers said Sunday. Three 
female officials visited Jal- 
gaon in western India on 
Saturday to question the 
police, local activists and pa- 
rents of the girls, who were 
secretly photographed after 
being drugged and forced to 
have sex in a hotel. The 
Hindu newspaper said the 
investigators would also meet 
the girls, who had been 
blackmailed into prostitution 
and were acting in X-rated 
movies after being trapped. 
Jalgaon is around 350 
kilometres northeast of Bom- 
bay. Police had arrested . 
some 25 men involved in the • 
racket, including a leader of 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- . 
simha Rao’s Congress party, ■ 
and seized video cameras and ■ 
other equipment from two of 
them. But the United News 
of India (UNI) news agency 
said many witnesses were re- 
luctant to give evidence in - 
court for -fear of threats to ; 
their lives. Last week a Hin- 
du guru was arrested on • 
charges of allegedly raping 
some 200 girls enrolled in a . 
school he ran at his sprawling 
religious retreat, also in west- 
ern India. 


Make-believe 
masterpieces for 
your average art 
lover 


^JSWIJK, Netherlands 
CAP) — Think a van Gogh 
would look good behind the* 
sofa, but can’t afford the real 
tiring? Then buy a fake one. 
From Us headquarters in a 
beauty parlor annex in a sub- 
of The Hague, Brooks 
™ e Art commandos a stable 
of artists who mimic art world 
legends at a fraction of the 
Prices start as low as 


tor a very passable van 
Gogh. “We have about seven 


professional painters, one for 
^ Goghs, one for Gauguins 
smQ so On," Hans Leoelaar, 
who runs the business with 
bis father-in-law Henk 
Broeke, said Friday. ■ "The 
market in genuine art is not 
good at the moment 'in' tec 

Netherlands, so our artists 
a™ glad to earn some extra 
money." Generally, enstom- 
ej* order a specific painting 
teey’ve seen in a mriscain. 
The job takes about -four 
weeks. If the lilies don’t quite 
match the drapes, no pro*- 
tem. The artist wffi alter the 
colours to fit any decor. 
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Defay to start of Guinea-Bissau elections 

BISSAU (AFP) — The start of polling was delayed Sunday 
In Guinea-Bissau, which is choosing a president and 
parliament in the first-ever multi-party elections since 
independence 20 years ago. Voting was meant to start at 
7:00 a.m. (0700 GMT) but polling stations were still not 
open and election officials not in their places one hour 
later, by which time many votes had been waiting more 
titan three hours. Voting was due to end by 1700 GMT and 
results were to be known Tuesday. The National Electoral 
Commission had been concerned about the logistical 
problems of distributing voting papers, booths and ballot 

- boxes in the mud of the early rainy season. The 400,000 or 
so voters in the West African former Portuguese colony are 
to choose a president from eight candidates including 
incumbent Joao Bernardo Vieira, in power since a coup in' 
November 1980. In the parliamentary poll 1,136 candidates 
representing eight parties are fighting for 100 seats in the 
national assembly. 

China backs Estonia on Russian troop pullout 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen stressed China's support for the unconditional 
withdrawal of Russian troops from Estonia by Aug.. 31, 
daring a visit to the Baltic state, the Baltic News Service 
(NBS) said Sunday. No country should maintain troops in 
another country without that state's consent, Mr. Qian said 
during talks with Estonian President Lennart Men in 
Tallinn on Saturday. Moscow has some 2,500 troops in 
Estonia, the only one of the three Baltic states with which 
Russia has failed to reach agreement on a troop withdraw- 
al. Tallinn has repeatedly called on the Russians to leave by 
Aug, 31, as some 12,000 Russian soldiers stationed m La 

- . tvia are due to do. Russia withdrew from Lithuania on 

Aug. 31 last year. Mr. Qian is on an official Estonian visit 
as part of a regional tour which has taken him to Russia, 
"Belarus and Lithuania. He is to go on to Finland before 
returning to Beijing. 

Sri Lanka to lift emergency rule ahead of polls 

COLOMBO (AFP) — The Sri Lankan government plans 
to lift a state of emergency ahead of the parliamentary 
election in August, a local press report here said Sunday. 
The tough emergency regulations are due to expire on July 
15 and foe government will not seek an extension in view of 
the general elections on Aug. 16, foe Sunday Leader 
newspaper said. Government officials were not immediate- 
ly available for comment, but it has been customary for 
emergency rule to be relaxed during the run-up to 
elections. The laws were first imposed to combat separatist 
Tamil guerrillas. The state of emergency, which gives 
security forces sweeping powers to arrest and detain 
suspects for periods of upto two months without filing 
charges, has been in force since May 1983 with short breaks 
in between. 

Arsonists attack Turkish mosque in Germany 

HAMBURG, Germany (R) — Unknown attackers threw 
firebombs at a Turkish cultural centre in the northern 
German city of Hamburg during the night, police said on 
Sunday. Four people were injured including one admitted 
to hospital. The attack came amid a weekend wave of 
violence directed against police and some Turkish institu- 
tions following the death of a -7 6-year-old Turkish Kurd last 
week, shot by a policeman in Hanover, also in the north. 
Police say initial findings indicate foe shot went off 
accidentally. They said it was not yet clear if foe violence 
was directly linked to the death. The youth, 'named by 
police as Ayhan Eser, had been detained as he put up 
. posters for banned Kurdish separatists. Militant Kurds in 
J Germany have several times launched attacks against 
Turkish property to {Hess their claim for an end to human 
rights abuse and for independence for their homeland in 
southeast Turkey. They have also protested against what 
they see as Germany's support for Turkish repression. On 
Saturday some 500 Kurds in Hanover and 200 in Hamburg 
held largely peaceful marches against Eser's lolling. 

Store chain owned by premier hit by arson attacks * 

ROME (AP) — Political opponents are responsible for a 
spate of arson attacks against a department store chain 
owned by Italian Premier Silvio Berlusconi, a top govern- 
ment official claimed Saturday. Fires broke out in six 
Standa stores Friday, and a seventh on Saturday. Most 
were caused by small incendiary devices attached to timers. 
No one was reported injured. News reports estimated the 
damage at several million dollars. No one claimed responsi- 
bility, and authorities offered no leads. But Justice Minister 
Alfrixk) Biondi described foe attacks as "consequences of 
the victory of foe government.” Mr. Berlusconi's conserva- 
tive coalition won in elections held last March, defeating a 
leftist alliance. "A concerted and diffuse action to discredit 
die government has been in effect for a time,” Mr. Biondi 
said m a statement, adding that it was followed by "threats, 
warnings and now bombs.” He did not elaborate. Mr. 
Berlusconi owns Fininvest, a media, insurance and real 
estate conglomerate that also includes foe Standa super- 
market and department store chain. The chain has 260 
outlets and employs 18,000 people. Stores in Brescia, 
Florence, Trento and Modena were hit around 2 a.m. 
Friday. A fire broke out in Standa in a Rome later in the 
morning, and at a Milan outlet in the evening. Interior 
Ministry officials described a fire Saturday in a Standa on 
the island of Sicily as foe -work of a copycat arsonist. 

Blast in Baku kills seven 

MOSCOW (AFP) — An explosion in an underground tram 
killed seven people and injured more than 10 in Azerbai- 
, jan’s capital Baku early Sunday, the Azerbaijan interior 

- St ministry said. It was not immediately known what caused 

the blast, foe second of its kind in less than four months. 
Passengers were evacuated after foe explosion which 
occurred between stations at around 8:30 a.m. (0330 GMT) 
and caused a fire, the Turan news agency quoted the 
ministry as saying. About 30 people were hospitalized, 
according to foe Russian news agency ITAR-TASS. 
Azerbaijan's Pres dent Geidar Aliyev called a meeting of 
security officials and ordered a thorough investigation, 
Turan said. On March 19, 12 people were killed and 46 
injured in a blast in the Baku underground, described by 
focal, authorities as a terrorist attack. Azerbaijan has been 
locked in a conflict with Armenian separatists in the 
Azerbaijani territory of Nagorno-Karabakh for more than 
six years. The war has killed more than 20,000 people. 
Meanwhile, opposition to Aliyev has been growing. In 
early March, police arrested several dozen supporters of 
the nationalist Azerbaijani Popular Front, the opposition 
movement headed by ex-president Abulfaz Eichibey, who 
was toppled in June, 1993. The front is one of several 
groups in an opposition alliance. 

Swedish youths believe in the supernatural 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Swedish youths have lost faith in 
God but believe in foe power of the supernatural? 
according to early results of a study published in the leading 
dajly Dagcns Nyheter here Sunday. One-fifth of the 500 
high-sebool students questioned across Sweden believe in 
^Cfopathy, according to foe study conducted by Uppsala 
. University philosophy researcher Ulf Sjoedin. Thirty-two 

~ & ptr cent of foe students believe in ghosts and extra- 
t? terrestrials, and almost 40 per cent of them believe m 
taind- reading. Eighty per cent of the students believe in 
Wanonitions through dreams. Mr. Sjoedin is convinced 
.“^ students are not joking when they say they believe in 
extra-terrestrials. 


Burma’s 

onlycivilian 

president 

dies 


RANGOON, Burma (AP) 
— Maimg Maung, a western- 
educated intellectual who rol- 
led for one month as modern 
Burma's only civilian presi- 
dent, died of a heart attack in - 
Rangoon on Saturday, offi- 
cial sources said. He was 69. 

Maung Maung was foe 
country’s attorney-general 
when he was chosen presi- 
dent of the Southeast Asian 
nation on Aug. 18, 1988, and 
also leader of foe ruling par- 
ty. His predecessor was 
ousted by student-led pro- 
democracy demonstrations 
after only 17 days in office. 

Maung Maung was closely 
associated with the military 
government, but the rulers 
apparently thought his civi- 
lian status and his only in- 
direct involvement in foe sup- 
pression of dissent would 
help blunt the protests. Fore- 
ign analysts said he func- 
tioned more as a figurehead 
and beld little actual power. 

In any case, protests in- 
creased during Maung 
Maimg's role. 

On Sept. 18, Defence. 
Minister . Gen. Saw Maung 
took over, abolished most 
organs of state and imposed a 
curfew on the capital. The 
military bloodily crushed foe 
demonstrations. 

Ll Gen. Than Shwe took 
over as head of foe Junta in 
April 1992, and has slightly 
eased authoritarian rule. 

Maimg Maung was the 
only civilian of four presi- 
dents who ruled under the 
one-party socialist system 
which began in 1962 and was 
abandoned after the 1988 de- 
monstrations. 

After stepping down, 
Maung Maung lived quietly 
in private life in a house near 
that of foe first socialist presi- 
dent, Ne Win, which is across 
Inya Lake from the house of 
Aung San Suu Kyi, foe pro- 
democracy leader who has 
been under house arrest since 
1989. 

Maung Maung, a lawyer 
and - journalist,' -was horn in 
1925 in foe former royal 
capital of Mandalay. His 
strongly nationalist senti- 
ments flourished in high 
school. He fought as a guer- 
rilla in the struggle for inde- 
pendence from the country's 
British colonial rulers. 

After Burma gained inde-’ 
pendence in 1948, Maung 
Maung studied at Rangoon 
University. Describing him- 
self as "an eternal student,” 
he went on to receive a 
doctorate in international law 
at Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands and a law degree 
from Yale University in the 
United States. During foe 
early 1960s, be spent two 
years as a lecturer at Yale, 
teaching political science and 
Southeast Asian studies. 

After the 1962 military 
coop that began Ne Win’s 
iron-fisted rule, Maung 
Maung served as chief justice 
of foe chief court and in 1972 
was named minister of jus- 
tice. 


FBI chief to 
help combat 
Russian 
mafia 


MOSCOW (R) — The head 
of the U.S. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) arrived 
in Moscow for talks on bow 
to combat organised crime in 
Russia and stop it spreading 
abroad. 

FBI Director Louis Freeh, 
on a tour of Central and 
Eastern Europe, flew in late 
on Saturday for discussions 
with Russian leaders includ- 
ing Interior Minister Viktor 
Yerin and counter- 
intelligence chief Sergei Ste- 
pashin. 

" “The primary purpose of 
our meetings here in the next 
few days is to make sore we 
are better organised than the 
organised mime people we 
are fighting,” he told repor- 
ters on arrival. 

Mr. Freeh, the first FBI 
chief to visit Russia, said 
earlier his fret-finding mis- 
sion would focus on ways to 
combat foe spread of orga- 
nised crime and drug traffick- 
ing in Russia and Europe. 

He said there was growing 
evidence that Russian crimin- 
al groups were combining 
with others to break the law 
in the United States. “Trans- 
national c riminal organisa- 
tions are threatening all of 
our economies as well as our 
democracies,” he said. 

A key issue during his visit, 
which lasts to July 5, will be 
how to prevent foe possible 
theft of foe former Soviet 
Union’s nuclear weapons for 
sale to guerrilla groups. 

Mr. Freeh has said Russia's 
mafia gangs could soon have 
the power to obtain nodear 
arms and sell them. 

- But Mr.. Stepashin, quoted 
by the ITAR-TASS news 
agency, said last week he did 
not believe in such a threat 
and he would press Mr. 
Freeh' to substantiate his 
allegations. 

In a sign of post-cold war 
cooperation between Russia 
and the United States, the 
FBI is to open a" Moscow 
office. ■- • 

Preadmit Boris Yeltsin has 
ordered a crackdown on foe 
powerful mafia-style gangs 
whose bomb attacks, kidnap- 
pings and shootings are turn- 
ing the Russian capital into a 
city reminiscent of 1920s Chi- 
cago. 

Deputy Interior Minister 
Mikhail Yegorov, who met 
Mr. Freeh at foe airport, said 
last month foe mafia had 
dedared war on foe state. 

His ministry registered five 
crime-related bombings a day 
while the number of kidnap- 
pings in Moscow alone had 
soared to 118 in foe first six 
months of this year from 16 in 
1993. 

Yet Mr. Yeltsin's decree, 
which gives police greater 
powers to hold suspects be- 
fore charges are laid and to 
investigate bank accounts, 
was highly controversial. Par- 
liament's Lower House said it 
violated foe constitution and 
human rights. 



Rescue personnel cover bodies with plastic at the 
fiiselage at a U.S.Air Jetliner that crashed in Charlotte, 
North Carofina, kflHng 18 of the 56 people aboard. The 


jet crashed while attempting to land at Charlotte- 
Dougias International Airport in a thunderstorm (AFP 
photo) 


Airliner crashes, at least 18 dead 


CHARLOTTE, NC (R) — A 
USAir DC-9 with 55 people 
on board crashed Saturday 
evening in a thunderstorm, 
broke apart and burned after 
missing an approach to Char- 
lotte's International Airport, 
killing at least 18 passengers, 
the airline said. 

The plane, which had 
flown in from Columbia, 
South Carolina, knocked 
over telephone poles and 
split into three pieces, with 
foe tail section crashing into a 
house, said Jerry Orr, avia- 
tion director at Charlotte- 
Douglas International Air- 
port. 

USAir said 18 people died 
aboard fright 1016. 

The search for bodies en- 
ded about midnight (0400 
GMT) and a crane was to.be 
brought in at dawn Sunday to 
lift foe main section of the 
fuselage in search of bodies. 


Mr. Orr said. 

Thirty-three people were 
taken to area hospitals, he 
said. 

A witness at the scene said 
the plane had appeared over 
a group of picnickers and 
exploded near foe runway. 

Timmy Payne, 18, who was 
about 200 metres from the 
crash, told Reuters he had 
seen one survivor emerge in 
flames. 

“I saw a man come out of 
the woods and be was on 
fire,” said Mr. Payne, whose 
mother, Mary Payne, said 
she had seen “one man who 
was cut in half. People were 
lying around. There was real- 
ly gruesome stuff.' 

Reverend Phillip Robin- 
son, who lives near foe air- 
port, told Reuters he had 
seen the plane approaching 


the airport. 

“It looked like it was going 
to land, but it was to the right 
of the runway. It flew right 
over my head and crashed in 
foe woods,” he said. 

Rev. Robinson said that be 
headed for foe wreckage and 
chanced upon a burning pas- 
senger. 

“A man on fire was lying 
on foe ground shouting 'help 
me help me.’ We shouted to 
him to roll until the fire was 
out.” 

Mr. Orr told reporters the 
pilot and co-pilot of the plane 
had survived but that passen- 
gers who were trapped in the 
rear of the plane may have 
burned to death. 

Kathleen Bergen of the 
Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion (FAA) told reporters 
that “foe plane came in for a 
landing the crew determined 
that it could not laifd and the 


aircraft initiated a go-around 
to make another attempt.” 

A U$Air spokesman in 
Washington, DC said survi- 
vors were being treated at 
four Charlotte hospitals. 

National transportation 
had safety board officials 
were heading for the site of. 
foe crash and transportation 
Secretary Federico Pena was 
scheduled to leave Washing: 
ton for the crash site Sunday^ 

FAA personnel were 
listening to recordings of con- 
versations between the flight 
crew and foe airport tower, 
but transcripts were not ex- 
pected to be available for 
weeks. 

It was foe second major air 
disaster in Charlotte involv- 
ing a DC-9. In 1974, an East- 
ern Airlines DC-9 crashed 
into woods while attempting 
to land in Charlotte, killing 
71 of 82 persons on board. 


Mitterrand begins state visit to South Africa 


CAPE TOWN (R) — French 
President Francois 'Mitter- 
rand begins foe first post- 
apartheid stale visit to South 
Africa with an address to foe 
new all-race parliament and 
visit to Cape Town’s poorest 
township. 

Mr. Mitterrand, seeking to 
gild his final year in office, 
will be President Nelson 
Mandela’s first official visitor 
since his inauguration on 
May 10. 

His programme includes an 
address to the National 
Assembly and senate in the 
morning and a visit to 
Khayelitsha, a giant shanty 
settlement where he wiu 
throw the switch on an elec- 
trification project partly fi- 
nanced by France. 

Government Minister Kad- 
er Asmal said Mr. Mitter- 
rand, 77, would be foe first 
outsider to speak in foe 84- 
year-old Parliament. 

British Prime Minister 
Harold MacMillan previewed 


the collapse ot colonialism 
there on Feb. 2, 1960, when 
he warn a “wind of change is 
blowing through the conti- 
nent.” 

But Mr. Asmal said Mr. 
MacMillan addressed white 
legislators in a dining room 
during a recess and not at a 
joint sitting of the assembly 
and senate, as Mr. Mitter- 
rand would do. 

“Francois Mitterrand is a 
person who straddles foe 
whole post-war period of de- 
velopment in foe western 
world and he is someone who 
gave special support to our 
president after his release 
from prison in 1990. 

“It is entirely appropriate 
that he should be foe first 
head of state to be received 
by our president in a demo- 
cratic South Africa,” Mr. 
Asmal said. 

French officials say former 
President F. W. de Klerk, the 
architect of apartheid reform, 
and Mr. Mandela, whose 


African National Congress 
shaped foe new democracy, 
first shared a meal at Mr. 
Mitterrand’s table in Paris in 
February 1992. 

One presidential aide said 
Mr. Mitterrand was anxious 
during his last months in 
office to write his own politic- 
al epitaph. 

“Posterity is important to 
him. He wants to influence 
people’s memory of the Mit- 
terrand era,” the aide told 
Reuters. Being Mandela’s 
first official guest would suit 
that agenda. 

Mr. de Klerk, who freed 
Mr. Mandela from his 27- 
year political imprisonment 
in February 1990 adn serves 
as a deputy in a Government 
of National Unity, wQi mis 
Mr. Mitterrand's visit. He is 
on holiday in pain. 

French embassy spokes- 
man Emannuel Gagniarre 
said Mr. Mitterrand would 
travel with ministers re- 
sponsible for foreign affairs. 


foe economy and cooperation 
as well as businessmen. 

“I am sure that part of his 
speech to parliament will be 
dedicated to some sort of 
economic message,” be told 
Reuters. 

Foreign governments in- 
ducting foe United States, 
Britain and Japan have prom- 
ised large post-apartheid aid 
packages to help South Afri- 
ca shed the legacy of 45 years 
of white rule. 

That legacy was highlight- 
-ed in Cape Town by an eight- 
day winter storm that flooded 
or destroyed more than 7,000 
homes and led Mandela last 
week to declare the dty a 
disaster area. 

Marc Burger, South Afri- 
ca’s ambassador to France, 
said in Paris: “President Mit- 
terrand's visit should.. .act as 
an accelerator by sending a 
political message of en- 
couragement to French en- 
trepreneurs.” 


New faces, old hands share the stage at G7 summit 


NAPLES, Italy (R) — Ita- 
ly’s Prime Minister SQvio 
Berlusconi hits the interna- 
tional big time when he 
hosts world leaders at the 
annual group of seven sum- 
mit. 

Mr. Berlusconi, Japan’s 
Tomlichi Mnrayama and 
Canada's Jean Chretien will 
all be taking their place at 
foe top table of the world’s 
richest nations for foe first 
time in Naples. 

For Francois Mitterrand, 
though, his 14th appear- 
ance at a summit on July 8 
to 10 as doyen of the grou p 
wQl be his last before he 
retires as French president 
next May. 

Here are brief portraits 
of foe G7 leaders and of 
Russia's Boris Yeltsin and 
European Commission 
President Jacques Delors, 
who will also be in Naples. 

U.S. President Bfll Clin- 
ton attends his second eco- 
nomic summit still frying to 
establish his stature on the 
world stage. 

The democratic presi- 
dent, 47, who combines a 
love of frets and statistics 
with the skills of a talk show 
host, hopes to use the G7 
gathering to boost bis image 
at home and abroad. 

Mr. Clinton, who last 
week reshuffled his top 
advisers in a bid to improve 
his effectiveness, finds 
Americans still evenly di- 
vided in most opinion polk 
on his foreign policy skills. 


Japanese Prime Minister 
Tomuchi Mnrayama win 
rival Mr. Berlusconi as the 
great. unknown at the sum- 
mit, where he will make his 
international debut just a 
week after parliament 
elected him as the nation’s 
first socialist premier since 
1948. 

As head of foe deeply 
divided Socialist Party, the 
tall and stooping 70-year- 
old functioned for months 
as a kind of unofficial 
opposition leader within the 
broad coahtion which took 
over foe reins from the 
liberal Democratic Party 
last July. 

He built up a reputation 
as a competent behind-the- 
scenes mediator, but sel- 
dom took open stands on* 
such divisive policy issues as 
Japan’s defence treaty with 
the United States, which 
socialist firebrands made it 
their life’s work to battle. 

German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl is foe second 
most experienced sum- 
miteer after Mr. Mitter- 
rand. The burly Christian 
Democrat, 64, has been in 
power for nearly 12 years 
and recent polls indicate 
that he may well gain 
another term after October 
16 elections. 

Mr. Kohl guided Ger- 
many triumphantly through 
unification in 1990, but has 
since faced criticism that he 
misjudged the costs of un- 
ion and misled the Germans 


about the taxes that had to 
be raised to pay for it. A 
recovery is emerging in 
time for the election, even 
if unemployment is con- 
tinuing to rise. 

Mr. Kohl has 
spearheaded Europe’s . 
overtures to foe former 
Soviet Union and other 
East European c o untri e s, 
but has just as firmly penned 
his colours to foe mast of 
Western European integra- 
tion. 

French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand will be 
plaiting his 14fo and last G7 
appearance and is the 

doyen of the group with two 
summits more than Mr. 
Kohl. 

Mr. Mitterrand, 77, has 
always been reticent about 
the G7, resisting American 
efforts to tuni it into a more 
permanent and powerful in- 
stitution — a sort of U.S.- 
led world directorate. 

At early G7 summits, he 
clashed with Ronald 
Reagan over U.S. efforts to 
enforce a technology 
boycott on Moscow. 

The French socialist lead- 
er [deads each year for the 
same causes — debt relief 
and IMF special drawing 
rights for foe third world 
job-creating technology and 
public works programmes 
aid to the former Soviet 
Union. 

Italian Prime Minister 

Silvio Berlusconi, 57, 
makes his G7 debut after" 


marching from business to 
political power in March 
with Forza Italia, the free 
market party he named 
after a soccer chant 
The billionaire media ty- 
coon with a deep suntan 
and an ironed-on smile is 
the only man at the s ummit 
with no political track re- 
cord. He is certain to want 
to put on a glossy show in 
the best tradition of Italian 
“beHa figura”. Wives were 
originally not invited but 


win now be in Naples, with 
his glamorous wife Veroni- 
ca, a forma' actress, as hos- 


The presence of neo- 
fascists in Mr. Berlusconi's 
“Freedom Alliance” coali- 
tion has stirred concern and 
criticism in Europe but is 
not likely to make waves at 
the vanHi> summit 

British Prime Minister 
John Major fries to his 
fourth G7 summit basking 
in the ap prov a l of most 
members of his conserva- 
tive party for vetoing Bel- 
gian Prime Minister Jean- 
Luc Dehaene as president 
of the European Commis- 
sion. 

Mr. Major’s tough stance 
has earned him a respite 
from criticism for ins lack- 
lustre leadership and a 
series of policy blunders, 
which helped plunge the 
Conservatives to their 
woist-ever electoral defeat 
in last month’s European 
pariiameirt elections. 


Mr. Major may be lam- 
pooned as incompetent — 
the Guardian newspaper 
cartoonist draws him wear- 
ing his underpants outside 
his trousers — but be has 
held his party together 
through its civil war over 
Europe and kept his job by 
showing fighting qualities 
that belie his grey, mild- 
mannered image. 

Canada’s Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien led his Liber- 
al Party to a crushing vic- 
tory over the then ruling 
Conservatives last October 
promising to stimulate jobs 
and growth. 

Jobs will be foremost on 
Mr. Chretien's mind at hk 
first G7 summit as he strives 
to come through with his 
electoral promises to cut 
unemployment, now at 10.7 
per cent. 

A 60-year-old lawyer 
from Quebec, Mr. Chretien 
is a passionate opponent of 
Quebec separatism and 
served in many cabinet 
posts uniter former Prime 
Minister Pierre Trudeau. 

He is one of 19 children 
in a Roman Catholic fami- 
ly. His crooked mouth is 
the result of a birth defect 
that left him deaf in one ear 
and partially paralysed his 
free. 

Russia's President Boris 
Yeltsin, 63, will be attend- 
ing his third G7 summit — 
it has become customary to 
invite Russia for the second 
part of foe talks. Elected in 


June 1991 for five years, he 
has refused to quash sug- 
gestions from allies that he 
extend his term to seven in 
a pact with parliament. 

Mr. Yeltsin played a key 
role in the break-up of the 
old Soviet Union. His dif- 
ferences with the Soviet-era 
parliament grew through- 
out 1993, culminating in his 
decision to unilaterally 
force through a new con- 
stitution and, backed by 
tanks, dissolve parliament. 
The new parliament elected 
in December has proved 
less hostile, if equally in- 
effective. The past few 
months have been marked 
by greater political stability. 

European Commission 
President Jacques Delors, 
68, is making his last G7 
trip as foe European Un- 
ion’s top executive but 
could be back next year in 
place of Mr. Mitterrand if 
he stands and wins the race 
for foe presidency for foe 
French Socialists. 

Nicknamed the “Philo- 
sopher king” for his reputa- 
tion as a thinker of grand 
European schemes, he has 
turned his job into one of 
world stature during his 10 
years at the helm. 

Talk among European 
leaders in Naples will turn 
to his successor as the 
search continues for a con- 
sensus candidate to replace 
him following Britain’s veto 
of Belgium's Dehaene at 
the ElTs Corfu summit. 
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Peace for those 
who really matter 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT by the Jerash Festival 
organising committee early this year that it was 
inviting poet Ali Ahmad Said, alias Adonis, to 
read his poems at the 1994 festival, was received 
by an outcry of anti-peace activists who accuse 
Adonis of seeking to normalise cultural relations 
with Israel. A campaign to force the festival 
committee to withdraw the invitation picked up, 
only to fizzle out when it did not gain any 
wide-ranging support. The campaign was led by 
the Amman- based Arab Writers Union, which 
had last year declared that the Arab writers 
viewed themselves as the last defence against 
normal relations with Israel; the union would be 
“the last trench from which to fight the enemy.’* 
It targetted Adonis tor attending a meeting that 
was also attended by Israeli writers. While most 
writers in Jordan chose to ignore the issue, a few 
rallied behind the union and a few extended 
half-hearted support for Adonis and the concept 
of Arab writers interacting with their Israeli 
counterparts. The Jerash Festival or ganising 
committee meanwhile kept silent on the Adonis 
invitation and only on Saturday brushed all 
accusations aside saying that there was “no avail 
in confronting the reality of the path of history by 
calls for isolation/* 

This episode demonstrates how far we have 
gone through the peace process. The average 
citizen is saying if the Arab governments are 
bolding talks with Israel, why should’nt people 
on both sides talk to each other? He is also saying 
that if the peace process is uriversible, then the 
best thing is to speed it up. Businessmen, for 
example, are clamouring to do business, not only 
with the newly-emerging Palestinian entity, but 
with Israel itself. Hoteliers who are building a 
dozen hotels in the south are in fact hoping to 
attract not only Western and Japanese tourists 
but also Israelis. Many Jordanians express the 
hope to visit not only the West Bank and Gaza 
but also Israel. In fact most of those who do visit 
the West Bank also tour the rest of Palestine. 

People in Jordan, Palestine and elsewhere in 
the region increasingly see the benefits of peace. 
Though not tangible at the moment, the pros- 
pects of peace offer a great deal of hope. The 
peoples of the region are fed up with decades of 
wars that brought miseries to millions of people. 
They realise that if the billions spent on the 
military every year were diverted to health and 
education, then the region will turn into an oasis 
of prosperity and tranquillity'. 

It is weird though that some writers, especially 
members of the Arab Writers Union, would not 
share the peoples 1 visions and hopes. Even 
among the Israelis more and more people are 
expressing faith in peace and the peace process as 
evidenced by a recent poll. We are sure that if 
Jordanians and Arabs are fully briefed on the 
merits of peace and then polled a majority will 
express their support for all aspects of the 
process. Meanwhile Arab writers could devote 
tlicir efforts to addressing the many diseases that 
afflict (he nation, not least among them the 
staggering high rate of illiteracy. And since the 
peace wc seek is a just, comprehensive and 
lasting one, the writers should explore ways of 
achieving that. Certainly a just, comprehensive 
and lasting peace cannot be accomplished with- 
out fully engaging the other side, the Israelis. 
And the engagement should not only be limited to 
officials on both sides but to peoples as well, 
because after all it is the people who have to live 
with peace and guard it. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


v \'*JLL!MNIST in AS Ra'i Arabic daily Sunday called on 
l the Arab counmo to back the Palestinian leadership in is 
current drive to establish a Palestinian state and regain 
usurped Arab rights. Sultan A! Hattab said that by backing 
the Palestinians in their quest, Jordan has set an example 
for the Arab countries to copy and is now betting on peace 
and gening ready for the battle of peace. The writer said 
that the Jordanians and the Palestinians have common 
ground for launching unity in the form of a confederation, 
which would give them more strength and a better and 
more prosperous future. The Palestinians have established 
self-rule, which would eventually lead to an independent 
state while the Jordanians are on their way to negotiate 
with Israel over their legitimate rights in land and water, 
thus creating the opportune climate for peace, said Mr. 
Hattab. The writer called on the Jordanians and the 
Palestinian:, to rnv.sj towards clc^r cooperation at (his 
stage and to pave the ground for a confederation, which is 
the desire of the silent majority on both sides of the River 
Jordan. He suid that the Jordanian and Palestinian 
leaderships ought to ignore the voices of some groups 
which doubts over prospects for bilateral cooperation and 
over the prospects of unity between the two peoples. 


Human Rights Fite 


By Waleed Sadi 


What counts is the will 


MUCH IS said about political and tivil rights and not much 
is being devoted to the International Covenant on Econo- 
mic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which went into 
effect in 1976. Somehow political rights are more spectacular 
and people talk more about them than about the equally 
important economic, social and cultural rights. One explana- 
tion for the dichotomy between rite two base categories of 
human rights lies in the proposition that the provisions of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) are supposed to take effect immediately and not 
progressively. Article 2 of the ICCPR speaks of respecting 
and ensuring to all individuals within its territory and subject 
to its jurisdiction the rights recognised in the covenant by 
adopting legislative and other measures necessary to give 
effect to the rights recognised in the ICCPR. This has been 
interpreted by the Human Rights Committee (HRC), which 
monitors the application of the ICCPR. to mean immediate 
action should be taken to give effect to the articles of the 
human rights treaty on civil and political rights. Article 2 of 
the ICESCR reads differently than the corresponding 
Article 2 of the ICCPR and stipulates: “Each state party to 
the present covenant undertakes to take steps.. .to the 
maximum of its available resources, with a view to achieving 
progressively the full realisation of the rights recognised in 
the present covenant by all appropriate means...” 

This language has been repeatedly taken to mean that 
state parties to the ICESCR are under obligated to attain the 
economic, social and cultural objectives of the ICESCR in a 
progressive way. This differs from the ICCPR, under which 
state parties are treaty obligated to put into effect the civil 
and political rights mentioned in the ICCPR immediately. 

This interpretation has been constantly upheld even 
though no state party has been found to have given 
immediate effect to all the provisions of the ICCPR. In 
practically ali the occasions when state parties’ periodic 
reports were considered, their respective delegations were 
always told that their fulfillment of their treaty obligation is 
not complete and that much more needs to lie done. Tn so 
ruling, the HRC, which carries the mandate of enforcing the 
ICCPR, has in effect implied that no state party has been 
capable of meeting its civil and political treaty obligations in 
full. 


Still there arc more discussions on political human rights 
than on economic or social or cultural lights even though the 
latter category of human rights is also critical and forms the 
basis for the attainment of the other rights. There is a 
recognition of this interrelation between the two sets of 
human rights in the thud preambular paragraph of the 
ICESCR, -which reads; “Rcccgnhing that, in accordance with 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal of free 
human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only 
be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may 
enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights, as well as his 
diil and political rights/ 

Against this backdrop, it would be safer to condnde that 
there is a relationship between one set of human rights and 
the other. The two go together for the most part. Admitted- 
ly, though, there are some baric political and cavil rights that 
must be attained without awaiting the enjoyment erf econo- 
mic, social and cultural rights. The simple example in this 
context is torture, which can enver be condoned on the 
strength of the argument that the state in question is still 
underdeveloped. On the other side of the ledger, one can 
cite the example of the right to fair trial as dependent to a 
considerable extent on attaining a certain level of economic 
development. If a state is so poor as not to be able to provide 
free legal counsel to poor defendants accused of cranes or 
felonies, then one can rightly state that the economic 
condition of the country in question has prevented it from 
meeting one basic right outlined in die ICCPR. One can 
draw many other analogies to drive home the message that 
with regard to some civil and political rights, economic 
development is not so critical as to be viewed as sine qua non 
for their implementation whereas for others this is not the 
case. 

In retrospect most human rights, whether economic or 
political, can be best attained on a progressive basis. There 
are of course exceptions such as the case offered by the 
phenomenon of torture or similar grave violations. In the 
final analysis, what counts most is the wlQ and determination 
to move ahead on all fronts to protect and promote human 
rights in all their dimensions. 


M. KAHIL 



Joint rule could make 
Jerusalem a city of peace 


By Gershon Baskin 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The political leadership of Israel 
speaks of a consensus on the 
future status of Jerusalem, 
one which represents more 
than 95 per cent of the Israeli 
public. This consensus, de- 
fined as the Israeli policy, 
supposedly is as follows: All 
of Jerusalem is Israel’s eter- 
nal, undivided capital. Ml of 
it must remain under Israeli 
sovereignty forever. 

I maintain that this is not 
really the consensus of Israeli 
opinion on Jerusalem but is 
m fact a rather narrow view 
of what should be the future 
of this city. The true consen- 
sus, as opposed to this 

mythical consensus, can be 
stated as follows, namely that 
all Israelis believe that: 

* Jerusalem must never 
return to the status it had 
prior to June 1967 — that is, 
it should never again be phy- 
sically divided. It must re- 
main an open dry with free 
access throughout its bound- 
aries for all. 

• Personal security and 
security of property must be 
guaranteed for all people in 
all parts of the dty. No one 
should have to fear getting a 
knife in his back in any part 
of the acy, and no one should 
have to fear having his car 
torched or other property 


Jerusalemites) were asked to 
draw a map of today's muni- 
cipal boundaries, very few 
would be capable of complet- 
ing the task. This suggests to 
me that these boundaries are 
not “holy” in anyone's mind. 

Moreover, if Israelis were 
asked to name the 22 neigh- 
bourhoods of Arab East 
Jerusalem, almost none 
would be able to. If you 
asked Israelis how many of 
them have visited those Arab 
neighbourhoods, the answer 
would be almost none. If you 
asked how many would be 
interested in visiting them. 


most people, I am certain, 
would be **no.” 

All of tins seems to suggest 
that most Israelis don’t really 
care about the Arab parts of 
East Jerusalem. Rather, most 
Israelis are concerned about 
the ability of Israel to main- 
tain its capital in Jerusalem, 
to have security, to have an 
open Old City with Jewish 
control of Jewish holy places. 
The status of the Arab sec- 
tions of Jerusalem is really of 
little interest to them. 

I believe that one of the 
primary steps that must be 
taken on the Israeli ride to 


cc 


Jerusalem will never be a unified city 
unless it can be shared. The possibility 
for sharing Jerusalem will be met only 
when the two sides and their leaders cut 
down on the rhetoric that polarises and 
instead begin to help the public on both 
sides understand the true character of 
Jerusalem.” 


this situation. There are 
senior Labour members of 
the Knesset who hold these 
views as welL They should be 
encouraged to speak out. 

Second, opinion polls 
should ask the public the sort 
of questions I posed above. 
The poll results should be 
widely published because 
they would, in the end, help 
pave the way for negotiations 
over Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem will never be a 
unified dty unless it can be 
shared. The possibility for 
sharing Jerusalem -will be met 
only when the two sides and 
then- leaders cut down on the 
rhetoric that polarises and 
instead begin to help the pub- 
lic on born sides understand 
the true character of Jeru- 
salem. 

Jerusalem is a dty of two 
peoples, both of winch Hafm 
national, historical and reli- 
gious rights to iL Real shar- 
ing can be achieved only by 
recognising the political reap 
ity that has existed here since 
1967. Since the overwhelm- 
ing majority of Israelis really 

care only about the Jewish 
parts, let’s con c e n t rat e on 
them and recognise that the 


new Jewish neigh- 
bourhoods built in East Jeru- 
salem after 1967 must remain 
under Israeli sovereignty. 
There can be no compromise 
on this. 

• Jewish holy places must 
remain under Israeli control, 
(This does not indude the 
Harem). 

Why do 1 think this is the 
true consensus? To begin 
with, if Israelis (and even 


the answer would be the 
same. 

I fed certain ‘that almost all 
Israelis, if asked whether the 
Jerusalem municipality 
should invest money in de- 
veloping those Arab neigh- 
bourhoods, would say “no"*. 
Certainly dm has been the 
practice. Since 2967, the 
Jerusalem municipality has 
invested next to nothing in 
those neighbourhoods. 

Again, ask Israelis if their 
country has any real need 
(other titan perhaps security) 
for controUmg those neigh- 
bourhoods. The answer of 


prepare Jerusalem for nego- 
tiations is to break down the 
mythical consensus. This can 
be done in several ways. 

First, people must begm to 
speak mu on this issue. An 
example was the recent state- 
ment by Reovan Hazak, a 
former high-level Sbm Bet 
official and Jerusalem city 
manager. Appearing’ on 
Israel television several 
months ago, be stated that 
Jerusalem was a divided dty 
today, that politically its fu- 
ture was to remain a divided 
dty, and that in fact there 
was nothing to be afraid of in 


ay are willing 
to accept rate over only their 
parts of the dty. 

Jerusalem can stay physi- 
cally muted. Infrastructure, 
economic development and 
some dements of planning 
can be conducted jointly. Let 
Israel rale over Israeli Jeru- 
salem and let Palestine rule 
over Palestinian Jerusalem, 
and Jerusalem will become 
one dty bring in peace. 

The writer, international 
director of the Israel/ 
Palestine Centre for Re- 
scajr± and Information, con- 
tributed this comment to Tbe 
Washington Posl 


Japan has a role 
to play for peace 
in the Mideast 


By Koji Kakizawa 


TOKYO — In light of re- 
cent progress in the Middle 
East peace process, much 
interest has been shown in 
Japan’s role in the process 
and in the region as a 
whole. I ran assure all those 
i n terested in the success of 
»h>« process that Japan has 
been actively engaged and 
keenly interested in, and 
remains deeply committed 
to peace in the Middle East. 

I have been involved in 
tbe search for peace in the 
Middle East for more than 
10 years. Japan has been 
actively supporting this pro- 
cess from the beginning. 

Less than two days after I 
was app oi nted minis ter for 
foreign affairs, I.-. decided" 
to pay my first official visit 
to the region. During tbe 
visit, I made dear to the 
regional parties the depth 
of Japan’s support for the 
peace process, including 
assistance for the Palesti- 
nians of $200 milli on over 
the two years beginning last 
October, and bilateral 
assistance to Arab countries 
that neighbour Israel, in- 
cluding Egypt, Jordan and 
Syria. 

Japan’s humanitarian 
assistance, which has been 
extended to the Children’s 
Hospital in Egypt, r efugee 
camps in Jordan, emergen- 
cy medical centres in Syria 
and so forth, was welcomed 
by local people in all the 
nations I visited. When I 
visited Jericho Hospital to 
donate emergency medical 
equipment, I was welcomed 
vtarmly as the first foreign 
minister to visit the area 
since Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) signed their his- 
toric agreement on the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from tbe Gaza Strip and the 
Jericho area. 

In the context of 
confidence-building, -JL 
urged the Arab parties to 
end their boycott of Israel. It is . 
counterproductive in light 
of tile economic agreement 
between Israel and the* 
PLO, it contradicts the in- 
forests of the Arab parties, 
themselves, and it inhibits 
foreign investment in the 
region, including that of 
Japan. 

All the leaders I talked to 
expressed a firm commit- 
ment to peacemaking. The 
first concrete results of the 
ongoing peace talks are tbe 
withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from tbe Gaza Strip and the 
Jericho area and the estab- 
lishment of the Palestinian 
interim self-government 
through the agreement 
signed in Cairo. 

The United States had 
intensively promoted the 
Israel-Syria negotiation 
track, sending Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
to tiie region twice in recent 
months. He and I have dis- 
cussed Middle East issues 1 
and promised to cooperate. 
My impression is that in 
resp onse to this American 
initiative, Israel and Syria 
have changed their atti- 
tudes towards the negotia- 
tions in a positive way. 

"** “There still exist negative 
factors that might delay the 
achievement of a compre- 
hensive peace, even in the 
kraeli-Palesrinian. negotia- 
tions, which have produced 
si gni fic a n t results. Besides 
those extremists opposed to 
the peace process, * 
Palestinians’ interim 
government is facing a 
number of problems stem- 
ming from tbe fact that they 

have not had an administra- 
tive system before. 

. Neither party has m”c h 
time to negotiate; both 
have to produce tangible 
results, or “peace di- 
vidends,” in order to furth- 
er promote the process in 
the face of opposition. The 
international community 
has been playing an in- 
creasingly important role in 
asohdating the efforts of 
roe negotiating parties and 
® co-sponsors, the Un- 
tied States and Russia. 

At this juncture, the in- 
ternational community has 
been asked tr, ... _ 


They have provided nego- 
tiating parties with the 
opportunity for confidence- 
building, and have pre- 
sented visions of a nor 
Middle East underpinned 
by cooperation among re- 
gional parties. 

Tins is why Japan be- 
lieves that it should actively 
support the multilateral 
talks, to foster an atmos- 
phere that will help keep 
the peace process moving 
forward, while building 
trust and confidence. It is in 
this arena that Japan has 
engaged itself most vigor- 
ously. 

The fundamental objec- 
tive of tbe multilateral 
negotiations is to help re- 
gional parties to establish 
peaceful and constructive 
relationships that will 
underpin a new Middle 
East after peace agree-., 
meats are concluded. 4m 

Since 1992, Japan has 
participated in all five 
working groups in the 
multilateral negotiations: 
those on the environment, 
regional economic develop- 
ment, water resources, re- 
fugees, and arms control 
and regional security. Japan 
is particularly proud of its 
efforts in the environmental 
group, which it chairs. 

Since the beginning of 
the multilateral negotia- 
tions, we have pointed out 
that those arrangements 
which lay a foundation for 
regional cooperation are no 
less important than are con- 
crete infrastructure 
for a new Middle 


“Japan, with its 
proven record of 
efforts on the 
multilateral 
stage, can help 
move the Middle 
East peace pro- 
cess along by de^j 
veloping the 
multilateral 
aspect of its two- 
track approach in 
line with the 
dramatic prog- 
ress being 
achieved on the 
bilateral stage.” 


the 

self- 


been asked 
Palestinians 


to help the 
administer 


...... — “ -vnuaisici 

roar autonomous govern- 
55°* Jy festering a favour- 
able climate for the Israeli. 
P*ksbman bilateral nego- 

promoting 
mntual confidence for re- 
gronal cooperation. 

feat the multi- 
lateral talks have effectively 
supported the bilateral talks. 


In the working group on 
the environment, Japan has 
proposed the drafting of a 
regional code of conduct so 
.that governments, private 
companies and individuals 
and communities have a ful- 
ler understanding of the 
need for environmental 
conservation. We hope re- 

f ional cooperation in this 
ield can be promoted 
through the establishment 
of a regional code of con- 
duct. 

In the working group on 
regional economic develop- 
ment, Japan has proposal 
the establishment and 
promotion of an action plan 
for regional economic de- 4 
velopment that seeks to en- 
hance interdependence 
among regional parties 
through the development of 
tourism-related industries. 

We believe that tourism 
can be an effective m eans of 
propelling regional econo- 
mies. It has the potential to 
create jobs and attract fore- 
ign currency to the whole 
region. 

Japan, with its proven 
record of efforts on the 
multilateral stage, can help 
move the Middle East 
peace process along by de- 
veloping the multilateral 
a spec t of its two-track 
approach in Hue with the 
dramatic progress being 
achieved on roe bilateral 
stage. This two-track 
approach is necessary for 
the long-term success of tbe 
process, and Japan looks 
forward to playing a more ac- 
tive role in the Middle East 
Peace process through poli- 
tical, economic and cultural 
contributions. I, too. intend ... 
to take a more active £*' 
approach to all aspects of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 
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Nearly 2,000 years of cultic history? 


By Rand G. Khomi ' 

Special to the Jordan Times 

NEARLY a century after it 
was first documented in 
modern times, and some 
1500 years after it was built, 
a Byzantine church in Jebel 
Luweibdeh has been exca- 
vated and is generating 
some intriguing dues about 
the continuity of cultic and 
religious traditions in the 
anaent world. 

The church in question is 
on the grounds of Darat Al 
Funun, the new arts com- 
plex of the Abdul Hameed 
Shorn an Foundation on the 
southeastern edge of Jabal 
Luweibdeh, overlooking 
the city-centre of Amman. 
The excavations were 
undertaken in 1993-1994 
under the sponsorship of 
the Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation, in cooperation 
with the Department of 
Antiquities ana under the 
direction of Pierre Bikai of 
the American Centre of 
Oriental Research 
(ACOR). May Sha’er, 
Lana Shnouden, Khlood 
Abdoh and Brian Fitz- 
gerald assisted in the ex- 
cavations. 

Between 1889 and 1948, 
the site was described and 
studied by several interna- 
tional scholars, who noted 
several important inscrip- 
tions. Among the most 
noteworthy, on a red gra- 
nite oedestal. was a Greek 
inscription mentioning a 
“Heraklion” — a sanctuary 
of the Greek god Herakles 
(known as Hercules to the 
Romans), and a dedicatory 
inscription in Greek letters 
on a slab of white marble 
which mentioned two im- 
portant nam es — a “priest 
of Sl George” who buflt 
the church, and a certain 
Polieuctns who was a 
bishop of Philadelphia 
(ancient Amman). Also re- 
corded in this period were 
some standing columns, a 
bas-relief with a victory fi- 
gure, a Roman altar, a cross 
inscribed in a circle and a 
rosette near the entrance of 
the church. B. Bagatti m 
1948 suggested that the 
Byzantine church was built 
on the site of an earlier 
Roman cultic facility, ami 
that it was in use at the end 
of the 6th and in the early 
7th centuries A.D. In 1972, 
solely on the basis of the 
mention of SL George, the 
scholar A. Augustinovic 
suggested that tins was one 
of many other shrines in 
Jordan dedicated to the 
Islamic figure El Khadr. 

The recent excavations 
and scholarly analyses have 
generated new information 
about the site and may have 
clarified its successive use 
as a cultic site in the Ro- 
man, Byzantine and Islamic 


periods. 

The church structure it- 
self comprises a main rec- 
tangular hall measuring 
14.8 X 12.5 metres, divided 
into three parts by two rows 
of re-used Roman columns 
with their Corinthian capit- 
als, and with a semi-circular 
apse at its eastern end; an 
entrance to the west look- 
ing onto a colonnaded 
narfoex, or porch; a cave 
associated with the church 
to the north; ami a rec- 
tangular room that may 
have been joined to a 
second entrance to the 
church along its south side. 

The floor of die church 
and the cave was decorated 
with a combination of white 
and coloured mosaics and 
some coloured marble tiles. 
A small, roughly three- 
metre-square room south of 
the apse was probably a 
sacristy, where the church’s 
holy vessels , and other 
sacred objects were stored. 
A baptismal font is located 
at the western end of the 
north aisle. 

The cave attached to the 
church from the north is 
one of at least four caves in 
the immediate vicinity of 
the church, and one of the 
four niches in the cave may 
have held a burial sarcopha- 
gus. The cave to the north 
and die room to the south 
align with a wide space be- 
tween the internal columns 
to give the church a cross- 
shaped look, rather than . 
the more common basilical 
design. 

The multi-colour floor 
mosaics include flower 
shapes, a Greek cross, col- 
oured borders, and, in the 
south room, a more com- 
plex and colourful pattern 
of acanthus scrolls against a 
dark green-blue back- 
ground interrupted by 
white, cross-shaped flow- 
ers. The parallels of similar 
decorative patterns found 
in other well dated churches 
in the Amman-Madaba re- 
gion suggest that the church 
was in use at the end 6th- 
early 7th century A.D., but 
its initial construction date 
remains unknown. ■ 

The pre-church history of 
die ate remains an intri- 
guing mystery. The site was 
certainly used before die 
building of the church, to 
judge by the remains of 
earlier walls, plastered floor 
surfaces, another, 
apparendy sealed, . cave, 
and the re-used Roman col- 
umns and capitals, the 
horned altar, and a carved 
stone in the western wall. 
The cave itself may have 
been used as the tomb of a 
revered person or another 
kind of cultic facility — 
since it was deemed impor- 
tant enough to be incorpo- 
rated into die structure of 
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Drawing of the Darat Al Fmnm rturii by Ali Maher, showing Darat Ai Funun at top left and the entrance to the cave at left (Courtesy Abdul Hamid Sboman Foundation) 


the church. 

Several inscriptions and 
artifacts unearthed in the 
excavations also add to our 
knowledge of the people 
who lived in this region in 
several ancient periods. A 
Greek inscription on pink 
limestone has only a few 
legible letters, which may 
refer to the Roman Emper- 
or Trajan (A.D. 98-117). 
Three other interesting in- 
scriptions were found on 
basalt stones, two in Safai- 
tic and one in Kufic (an 
eariy Arabic script). The 
Safaitic inscriptions,, the 
work of pre-Islamic Arab 
tribes who lived in this De- 
mon from the 1st century 
B.C. to at least die 3rd 
,centqry_ A.D., included 
'drawings of camels and a 
horseman with a lance; an 
animal with long horns, 
perhaps an oryx; ladder-like 
symbolic marks that some 
scholars believe may repre- 
sent the seven planets that 
controlled man’s destiny; 
and words mentioning die 
names and geneologies of 
the individuals who most 
likely made the inscriptions 
(e.g. “the donkey belongs 
to M*N die son of MSK”, 
and “the she camel (was 
drawn) by BD’L, son of 
HSMN, son of SLM, son of 
MV, son of HTS’L, son of 
fiSM”). 


Only the word “Alla- 
hu mm e” (“God of all”) is 
legible in the Kufic inscrip- 
tion, while the Arabic word 
“peace” was found in- 
scribed on a fragment of a 
white marble altar. Among 
other excavated artifacts 
are an Arab imitation of a 
Byzantine, coin dated to 
A.D. 647-697, two com- 
plete Abbasid period lamps 
and a nearly complete 
steatite lamp, and a bron- 
ze lamp filler. The exca- 
vated pottery dates mainly 
from the Islamic period, 
and includes fragments of 
painted bowls or cups and 
of large, hand-made pithos 
jars (storage jars). 

The .new evidence unear- 
thed has' .revived the mysr. 
tery about whether and 
where a Roman temple de- 
dicated to Herakles may 
have once stood on Jabal 
Luweibdeh. More intri- 
guing is the evidence for the 
passage of ancient religious 
■ traditions from one civilisa- 
tion to another in this re- 
gion. Many historians equ- 
ate Herakles with St. 
George- Both were associ- 
ated with strength and cour- 
age, and both of their 
names are mentioned in in- 
scriptions found at the 
church site. As the French 
scholar F.-M. Abel said in 
1908, “the metamorphosis 


of Heracles as St. George is 
easy since the two charac- 
ters have physical strength 
as an attribute.” 

Coins and other evidence 
confirm that the people of 
Roman Philadelphia wor- 
shipped Herakles, but we 
do not know where his tem- 
ple was located. To make 
the tale even more intri- 
guing, some scholars also 
suggest that the Roman-era 
cult of Herakles evolved 
from the earlier Iron Age 
(Ammonite) god Milkom, 
or Moloch. The British 
scholar Julian Bowsher has 
recently written that 
“Milkotn/Moloch was wor- 
shipped throughout Ammo- 
nitis, and later identifica- 
tion with Hercules is 
perhaps reflected in the 
general popularity of the 
latter throughout the region 
in the Roman period.” 

Scholars widely believe 
that a sanctuary to Milkom 
once stood on the Citadel of 
Amman, perhaps on the 
site of the existing Roman 
temple on the Citadel, 
where the Ammonite god’s 
name has been found on 
inscriptions associated with 
Ammonite statues. 

There is no architectural 
or arti factual evidence to 
suggest that a large temple 
dedicated to Herakles was 
hunt on Jabal Luweibdeh. 


Perhaps, Dr. Bikai sug- 
gests, the inscription found 
in the church related not to 
a large temple, but to a 
smaller cultic structure or 
some other public building 
that has since disappeared. 

The theme of ancient 
cultural/cultic continuity 
becomes even more in- 
teresting when we consider 
the question of whether the 
site retained some sacred 
significance into the Islamic 
period. Dr. Bikai raises the 
interesting question of bow 
to interpret the concentra- 
tions of Islamic period cera- 
mics outside the main 
church building. One ex- 
planation, he suggests, is 
that the building fell out of 
use as a church in the Isla- 
mic era, but the site re- 
tailed some- cultic signifi- 
cance. 

Scholars have tried to 
make associations between 
El Khadr, the legendary 
being of Islam, with Mar 
Elias (St. Elias or Elijah) 
and Mar Girios (St. 
George). Scholars have 
identified several churches 
in this area that were dedi- 
cated to St. George or to St. 
EH as, and were also associ- 
ated with the cult of El 
Khadr and with caves. 

Dr. Bikai points out that 
El Khadr and SL George 
“both appear as horse- 


men... (and) there may 
have been a continuity in 
cult traditions throughout 
the different historical 
periods — one cult taking 
the place of another and 
embodying some of the fea- 
tures of the earlier cult. 
Although there is presently 
no evidence for the exact 
nature of the use of the 
Jabal Luweibdeh structure 
during the Islamic era, it is 
possible — on the basis of 
what happened in other 
places — that this Christian 
church, perhaps dedicated 
to St. George and perhaps 
on or near the site of a 
cultic place for Herakles, in 
turn became a memorial to 
El Khadr.” 

If this is the case, the site 
of the Jabal Luweibdeh, 
church may reflect a tradi- 
tion of cultic continuity that 
spanned a period of some 
two thousand years — in- 
cluding the Ammonite, 
Greco-Roman, Byzantine 
and early/m edievaf Islamic 
periods. 

A noteworthy contem- 
porary aspect of the excava- 
tion and partial restoration 
of the church is the hearten- 
ing cooperation it embodies 
between the public and private 
sectors. In fact, in some 
ways the cooperative effort 
between the Abdul 
Hameed Sboman Founda- 


tion, the Department of 
Antiquities, and ACOR 
perpetuates the spirit of 
cross-cultural synthesis that 
characterised life in this 
area in ancient times. This 
is seen not only in the ex- 
cavation project, but also in 
another form in the cultural 
activities of Darat Al Funun 
itself, which brings together 
artists and craftspeople 
from Jordan, other Arab 
countries and countries 
further afield. 

Darat Al Funun has pro- 
duced an impressive de- 
tailed and well illustrated 
booklet in Arabic and En- 
glish about the excavations 
and the artifacts found 
there. This is to be seen as a 
model of cooperation be- 
tween the public and pri- 
vate sectors in Jordan today 
in the service of 
documenting and appreciat- 
ing the treasures of our rich 
ancient legacy. By assuming 
responsibility for excavat- 
ing and partly conserving 
the church, the Shoman 
family has set a fine exam- 
ple for others in Jordan who 
might be similarly inspired 
to save ancient monuments 
on their property in a cost- 
effective manner that also 
makes these treasures easily 
accessible to the public at 
large. 
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Northerners edge towards Aden amid alarm 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Hiswah, between Aden and 
little Aden, a western in- 
dustrial suburb across a bay 
still held by southerners. Lit- 
tle Aden can only be reached 
by boat from Aden. 

The northern forces also 
have complete control of 
Madinat AI Shaab near Al 
Hiswah, officers at the scene 
said. 

In Geneva, the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) warned that 
iple would soon start 
of thirst if water sup- 
were not restored to 

Aden. 

“People are not yet dying 
of thirst, but tins will not take 
long with temperatures of 40 
degrees (Celsius 104 
Fahrenheit),” ICRC spokes- 
man Alain Lennartz said. 

He added that private wells 
were providing at most 
around three litres of on treated 
water per person per day to 
the refugee-swollen popula- 
tion of around half a million, 
wen below the World Health 
Organisation minimum of 
seven litres. 

Mr. Lennartz said the 
ICRC was negotiating with 
northern Yemeni forces for 
access to Aden for ICRC 
water trucks. 

He said ICRC engineers 
were standing by to repair the 
main water pumping station 
for Aden northwest of the 
dty at Bir Nasser, but that 
they would not move in until 
they bad received guarantees 
of safe conduct. 

But he warned that the 
repair of Bir Nasser would 
take several weeks and would 
not immediately relieve foe 
plight of the parched inhabi- 
tants of Aden. 

:• The northern Yemeni au- • 
thorities denied allegations 
that their forces were using 
chemical weapons but ac- 
cused the southerners of 
dropping napalm and phos- 


phorus bombs. 

A northern spokesman 
quoted by the official newa 
agency SABA said Aden’s 
accusations that foe north 
was using chemical weapons 
“are aimed at mobilising 
world opinion so that they 
can achieve their evil goals” 
and divide Yemen. 

Southern leader Abdul 
Rahman Al Jiffri told KUNA 
Saturday that the northern 
forces besieging Aden had 
bombed the dty with “che- 
mical weapons.” 

However, SABA said fore- 
ign journalists had found 
wounded northern soldiers in 
Sanaa hospitals with burns 
from napalm and phosphorus 
bombs. 

In Sanaa, the northern 
capital, U.N. officials de- 
scribed the water and sanita- 
tion situation in Aden and 
some war-torn areas of north- 
ern Yemen as “alarming.” 

Lack of food, dean water, 
electricity combined with the 
seasonal heat “gives us in- 
dication that foe outbreak of 
killer epidemic diseases is im- 
minent,” said Dr. Awni Al 
Am, resident coordinator of 
U.N. organisations in Ye- 
men. 

He said hospitals lacked 
trained staff, and that dam- 


aged and destroyed facilities 
needed rehabilitation. 

“There's almost no medic- 
al equipment, medicines are 
not sufficient, many of the 
hospitals don’t have labor- 
atories or laboratory equip- 
ment,” said Dr. Awni. “we 
are very much concerned and 
dismayed” abont Aden’s 
plighL 

Outside of Aden, he said 
there were up to 150,000 
displaced people in areas cur- 
rently held by foe govern- 
ment. 

Within the southern dty. 
Dr. Awni described 100,000 
to 200,000 people as dis- 
placed people who moved 
into Aden from other areas 
or moved within the dty from 
exposed neighbourhoods to 
safer quarters. 

He said foe United Nations 
was nsing $500,000 in 
emergency funds to buy food 
and medication, and had 
asked donor countries for 
food rations for 400,000 peo- 
ple for three months. Half of 
foe rations would be distri- 
buted in Aden and half id the 
rest of tiie country. 

Also, 6,000 tonnes of food 
currently available in U.N. 
warehouses in Aden would 
be utilised, he said. 


IPeres: Issues before self-rule 


(Continued from page 1) 


Riyad Al Zaanoun, who is 
in charge of health, said the 
PLO leader fold Western di- 
plomats who came to Gaza to 
greet him that he intends to 
ask Mr. Rabin for redeploy- 
ment by August 
Palestinians say the delay 
in foe start of Palestinian 
self-rule merits no more than 
a one-month of delay for the 
redepeloymenL 
However, Israel has said 
no dates are sacred and Yoel 


Singer, legal adviser to Mr. 
Peres, said the earlier delays 
would mean delays in subse- 
quent stages. 

“The agreem ent on auton- 
omy on foe West Bank is 
much more complicated than 
tiie Gaza- Jericho deal and it 
is hard to say how long it will 
take,” he said in a radio 
interview. 

Thousands of Jews 
gathered in Jerusalem to pray 
and protest against any fu- 
ture visit here by Mr. Arafat. 

Protestors threatened to 
bold more rallies. 
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f Arabs seen unlikely 
h more cash to PLO 




PUS.* I -- 7LO leader 
Va?*rr A rtfaf has nieltSG 
so.-. : rf ;IjC ice in his rela- 
tion? Gulf Arab states. 
b-t the ir' ernmenls are not 
lilicly io rush ?r. with more 
cash "dotations to the Palesti- 
nian? a. this stage, diplomats 
said. 

V/ea^iy Gulf Arabs, now 
facing budget deficits and 
huge domestic costs due to 
vea!: os! prices, would first 
want to how money 
dread- donated to Mr. Ara- 
fat v ouid b; usee to start up 
Palestinian se!f-rtiie in Gaza 
and j? riche, they said. 

Mr. .Arafat, who returned 
tc Gaza Friday from 27 years 
of exile, ?n Saturday asked 
the oil-rich Arab states to 
help rebuild Palestinian eco- 
nomic infrastructure which 
he said was completely des- 
troyed by decades of Israeli 
occupation. 

He said Gulf countries 
would not abandon him and 
complained of international 
donors’ reluctance to make 
good on pledges of financial 
support. 

Mr. Arafat visited Saudi 
Arabia in January to try to 
regain crucial political and 
financial aid cut when he 
backed Baghdad in the Gulf 
crisis over Iraq's seven- 
month occupation of Kuwait. 

The diplomats say recon- 
ciliation would be gradual 
and slow as the Gulf states 
remain deeply suspicious of 
Mr. Arafat. 

Palestinians believe the 
restoration of ties between 
Saudi Arabia and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
iPLO) would open the door 
to the revival of ties with 
other Gulf states. 

“The general feeling is that 
they (Gulf Arabs) want to see 
how the money will be spent. 
The FLO’s relations with the 
Guif have improved from 
their Gulf war lows, but they 
still don't trust Mr. Arafat 
one hundred per cent,” a 
Saadi-based diplomat said. 

“They also reel that other 
countries and not just them 
should help foot the bill,” he 


added. 

An editorial in Saudi news- 
paper echoed similar views. 

“Pure logic dictates that 
the countries benefiting from 
Middle East peace should 
come forward with aid and 
help to the authorities of 
self-rule,” said A1 Madina in 
an editorial. 

“The value of strategic, 
political and even trade be- 
nefits that the United States 
and Europe reaped from 
peace is hundreds of times 
bigger than any aid they have 
given to guarantee the con- 
tinued stability and the suc- 
cess of peace,” it added. 

The World Bank and inter- 
national donors pledged aid 
of $2.4 billion over five years 
after the self-rule deal was 
signed by Israel and the PLO 
at the White House last 
September. 

Saudi Arabia, the PLO’s 
traditional financier until 
1990, has said its share would 
be more than $100 million. 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Kuwait each said 
they would contribute £25 
million to the fund. 

Mr. Arafat demanded 
Arab and international sup- 
port to cover running costs of 
the Palestinian authority be- 
fore returning. 

He received total of $60 
million for running civilian 
affairs. The PLO was seeking 
$27 million more to cover the 
Palestinian authority's 
budget deficit. According; to 
PLO estimates, the author- 
ity's budget is $170 million. 

Saudi Arabia at a donor's 
meeting in Paris granted $10 
million for the Palestinian 
government’s running ex- 
penses and the UAE and 
Kuwait were reported to 
have given $8 million. 

But the diplomats said they 
did not expect any more Guff 
payments in the near future. 

- They said the PLO was 
expected to dispatch an offi- 
cial to Saudi Arabia soon for 
talks on funds for Gaza and 
Jericho and on the possibility 


of Saudi Arabia .resuming 
monthly grants it had given 
the PLO before the Gutfwar. 

Saudi Arabia had after the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait sus- 
pended a monthly grant of $6 
million to the PLO which 
Saudi Kong Fabd ordered in 
1989 after completing pay- 
ments on a 10-year aid pledge 


of 5850 mfihon. 

But diplomats said Riyadh, 
although supportive of the 
peace moves in the Middle 
East, still app&s reluctant to 
return to directly bankrolling 
the PLO and was more in 
favour of financing specific 
Palestinian projects m the 
territories. 
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Vatican calls for end 
to arms trade spiral 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) — 
The Vatican has urged world 
governments and arms manu- 
facturers to rein in the esca- 
lating trade in deadly 
weaponry, saying traditional 
arguments in favour of arms 
sales were morally unjustifi- 
able. 

In a 36-page document on 
conventional weaponry, ex- 
perts from the Pontifical 
Council for Justice and Peace 
chaired by Cardinal Roger 
Etcbegaray firmly rejected 
the argument that “if one 
state refuses to provide arms 
another will.” 

Such a stance was “without 
any moral foundation.” 

The Vatican recognised the 
right of states to legitimate 
defence, but “the fact that a 
state can legitimately possess 
arms and hence implicitly 
transfer or receive them 
brings with it serious obliga- 
tions.” 

“Arms can never in any 
way be treated like other 
goods exchanged on world or 
internal market,” the council 
said in the report entitled 
“The international arms 
trade, an ethical reflection,” 
calling on governments to re- 
sist economic pressures to in- 
crease arms sales. 

Acknowledging the econo- 
mic disruption that could be 
caused by job losses in the 
arms sector, such difficulties 
“cannot legitimate the 
maintenance f of an arms in- 
dustry simply because of the 
risks involved in readjust- 
ment or in order to preserve 
jobs.” 

It insisted that govern- 
ments had a duty to ensure 
the retraining of workers 
affected by military conver- 
sion. 

The document denounced 
illegal arms sales which not- 


able led to the rearming of 
Iraq, condemning the use of 
false documents and the 
violation of aims embargoes. 

“This same severe judge- 
ment also applies to com- 
panies that transfer compo- 
nents or dual-use products 
when they are well aware of 
the probability of their being 
used for hostile purposes,” it 
pointed out. 

The council warned that 
selling anus to all-comers 
could expose countries to war 
on their own t erritori es', and 
said that the “arbftrary”.-sa]e 
of weapons to poor comftries. 
posed the most serious threat 
to peace. 

“In some developing coun- 
tries, military expenditures 
are higher than those for 
health and education com- 
bined, This is particularly tra- 
gic in those countries where 
people are unable to meet 
their basic needs because war 
is destroying their very means 
of subsistence,” the report 
said. 

Without waiting for com- 
of a code of conduct 
worked on by the five 
permanent nations of the 
U.N. Security Council — Bri- 
tain, China, France, Russia 
and the Ujited States — the 
council recommended -thta 
competent bodies negotiate 
Hmi ts or a ban on certain 
categories of weaponry. 

It - suggested that fand- 
minety “which cause un- 
acceptable to civilian. 

' populations long after the 
cessatimrof hostilities,” and 
other “excessively injurious” 
weapons could be subject to 
such restrictions. 

It also called for interna- 
tional norms and sanctions to 
curtail the activities of arms 
traders who were “always 
ready to offer their services.” 


CONGRATULATIONS 

The Jordanian- American Friendship Society 
would like to congratulate Ambassador and 
Mrs. Wesley W. Egan, Jr. on the 218th 
Anniversary of the Independence of the 
United States of America. 


Investors 
consider 
an Islamic 
bank in 
occupied 
lands 


AMMAN (AP) — Palesti- 
nian businessmen are con- 
sidering launching a bank 
that wil] be governed by Isla- 
mic laws in the Israeli- 
occupied territories, a would- 
be rounding member said 
Sunday. 

The Arab Islamic Bank 
will be the first of its land in 
territories that Israel seized 
in the 1967 Middle East war. 

The move appeared to be 
aimed at hiring the predomi- 
nantly Muslim inhabitants of 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
where many prefer Islamic 
banking laws and regulations 
that prohibit interest-taking, 
as dictated by the Koran. The 
Muslim's holy book regards 
interest as usury. 

Islami c organisations, up- 
set by the West-inspired 
banking system in the Arab 
and Muslim world, pressed 
their governments to intro- 
duce Islamic banks in the 
early 1970s to provide its 
clients with interest-free 
transactions. 

Businessmen have become 
interested in inaugurating 
hanks and financial institu- 
tions in the territories since 
Israel and the PLO signed a 
landmark peace accord in 
September that paved the 
way for Palestinian self-rule 
in Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Approving requests for 
new hanks must come from 
Israel, the PLO and Jordan 
according to economic agree- 
ments reached separately 
earlier this year. 

Ghazi Zakazneh, a mem-' 
ber of the Arab-Islamic 
Bank’s Founding committee, 
told the Associated Press he 
had received “a verbal go- 
ahead “from Israel, Jordan, 
and the PLO to launch the 
bank with an initial capital of 
$20 mflfion. 

He said a four-member 
founding committee would 
visit the occupied territories 
this week for an orientation 
tour and meetings with 
potential Palestinian share- 
holders. 

Mr. Zakaraeh declined to 
disclose names and numbers 
of the establishing committee 
and of the potential sharehol- 
ders. 

He said the new bank, 
which win start operation 
“within a year,” will partici- 
pate in financing develop- 
ment projects in the West 
Bank and Gaza and possibly 
launching its own projects. 

He said a feasibility study 
launched by the Bank’s 
founding committee showed 
that “many Palestinians in 
tile West Bank and Gaza 
favoured dealing with banks 
that operate according to 
Islamic laws.” 


Volcker group urges World 
Bank focus on private sector 




PARIS (AFP) — A re- 
vamped World Bank must 
lead the way in orienting 
development aid to private 
sector needs and refocus its 
work on areas private lenders 
and investors are unable or 
mnrittmg to tackle, a group 
of prominent financial ex- 
perts says. 

The Bretton Woods Com- 
mission, led by former U.S. 
Federal Reserve (Fed) chair- 
man Paul Volcker, said offi- 
cial development assistance 
remains necessary, especially 
in the poorest countries, for 
investment in infrastructure 
and human resources. 

Widespread poverty in 
many countries, the econo- 
mic transformation of the for- 
mer communist world, 
population growth and en- 
vironmental pressures con- 
tinue to pose “major de- 
velopment challenges." 

But, with donors facing se- 
vere budget constraints, de- 
velopment aid “has to be 
made more efficient and 
effective,” it said in a report 
drawn up for the 50th 
anniversary of the Bretton 
Woods institutions. 

The “central challenge”, it 
said, is to help governments 
“provide an institutional and 
policy environment in which 
the private sector can flourish 
— in ways that alleviate 
poverty ana meet other critic- 
al development goals.” 

In a confidential report 
obtained by Agence France- 


Pay gap 
widens for 
British men 

LONDON (R) — The gap 
between Britain’s highest and 
lowest earners has widened 
more than at any other time 
this century, a report has 
Said. The Study by the Insti- 
tute for Fiscal Studies, an 
independent research group, 
showed that hourly wages for 
men in the lowest income 
bracket have not risen in real 
terms for 17 years while me- 
dian salaries grew by more 
than 20 per cent. “Low-paid 
male workers did not see 
their earnings potential rise 
at all between 1975 and 1992 
while me dian wages grew by 
over a fifth,” said Amanda 
Gosling who prepared the 
survey. “A growing number 
of men are finding it in- 
creasingly difficult to main- 
tain their fiying 'standards 
with their income,” she 
added. According to the 
study entitled “What has 
happened to wages?” the me- 
dian hourly wage in 1992 was 
£7.11 ($11.05) but many peo- 
ple were earning £3.90 
($6.06) an hour or less. “The 
. biggest losers are young 
people who left shool at 16 
years old. Many are working 
for under £3 ($4.66) an 
hour.” Gosling said, adding 
that 30 per cent of single men 
did not work in 1991. Britain 
has no legal minimum wage 
for workers. 




THE BETTER HALF, 


>7om the day I was 
t : Tny life has been 




Starting now, my 
life has been very 
hard. 


By Glasbergen 
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JUST THINK 

HOW MUCH. 

BUSIER UFE 

WOULD* BE , 

IFNOUGCrr 

YOURSELF A « 

UTTLE JOB- 


Sv'i'iwuw kKHUWlH ■»** 

>MU> ** 



VOU WOULDN'T] 
BE IN DEBT, 

ALL THE 
TIME, NEVER 
&K3RTOF 

BES2 MONEY-] 



SOUNDS UKE HEflWEN,) 

per-BLn-LETMe. 1 
TOiNKABcxrrrr. 



JUSTWttTHEflVENl 
- HE'D LIKE TO GET . 



“God gave me two ears so I could 
listen to you with one and the TV 
with the other?" 


‘zi’Jeff 

- "OTluyw 

5**/ r AHcjnjER 
_ dtf* 5 ( UMBRELLA 
S MUTT* ' 


THE LITTLE 
fiuy -FORGETS I 

EVERYTWl 

YESTERDAY 

HE LEFTHlS 

HAT IN ,A 
RESTAURANTS 


‘Jr 


NOW LQOtf, JEFF. 1 WHEN - ! 
EVER YOU SO OUT, TIE 

a piece of this bright 

RED RIBBON AROUND 
THINGS? LIKE THIS. 1 “ 


THAti? TO REMIND 

You so You WonT 
forget to brims 
mttesrtOMewnH 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 

• by HaAt Arnold and Mm Arpirion 


Unscramble these four Jumftes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


ENVOW 


mmmm 



ROi 

RYS 




•■1 




SI 

m 

m 

■ 

um 


■•MIWIJI 



mm 



WHW THE PUZZLE- 
MAKER HAP FOR 

HIS ASSISTANT 


Now arrange the cnded'lattars to 
form the emprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CUBIC UPPER KITTEN MENACE 

Answer What the guesteconsktered the baker's 
masterpiece — A PIECE OF CAKE 


Presse, the commission called 
for a sweeping shake-up of 
aid polities and the working 
of aid institutions, especially 
in the World Bank family. 

It said the biggest task fac- 
ing the bank and its affiliates 
was to adapt to “a world that 
has turned from public 
sector dominance towards 
private enterprise and free 
markets.:’ 

The Bank Group must play 
a “central role” in achieving 
a private sector orientation in 
official assistance, it said. 
Official aid “should be 
directed only at what the 
private sector cannot or will 
not do.” 

The bank “most change 
the way it does business, 
emphasising its role as a 
iDobittser of resources — pri- 
vate and public, intellectual 
and financial — and not as a 
lender of money to govern- 
ments.” 

To achieve this, the bank ; 
should “shift more of its 
activity towards its private 
sector-oriented subsidiaries,” 
the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) and the 
Multilateral Investment 
Guarantee Agency (MIGA), 
the report said. 

It should “make greater 
use of confinanting, guaran- 
tees and innovative financing 
techniques" to encourage in- 
vestment. 

It should “consistently sup- 
port private sector develop- 
ment with aid strategies that 
encourage privatisation, 
financial sector reform and 
tiie creation of appropriate 
institutional and regulatory 
frameworks.” 

The bank group should 
“do more to speed the trans- 
formation from state to mar- 
ket: It still supports too many 
state-owned enterprises, the 
IFC is constrained by limited 
capital in the medium term, 


and MIGA remains very 
small,” the report said. 

It should expand “activities 
that deal directly with the 
private sector to catalyse im- 
portant investments.” the 

commission said. " 

Calling for acceleration of 
the IFCs growth, it said in- 
creased funding timid be 
achieved through transfer of 
bank earnings or direct lend- 
ing by the bank to the IFC. 
MIGA's capital could also be 
boosted by borrowing from 
the bank. 

The bank group also needs 
to “increase its own efficien- 
cy” by ensuring better imple- 
mentation of its projects and 
programmes, and should 
streamline internal processes 
and “significantly cut staff.'* 

The report recognised that 
“strong political leadership” 
from the major industrial 
countries would be needed to 
maintain the funding of. the 
International Development 
Association (IDA), the 
World Bank subsidiary pro- 
viding “soft" finance for tiro 
poorest nations. 

But it said that while IDA 
will still largely depend on 
funds from richer countries, 
over time, a larger share of 
this burden should be 
assumed by the more success- 
ful middle income countries 
“as their GNP per capita 
rises.” 

Major industrial countries 
should meanwhile “lead an 
effort to assign... distinct 
roles” to multilateral de- 
velopment institutions, some 
of which had “weak polities 
and practices.” 

The World Bank, with “an 
enlarged role” in aid coor- 
dination, should work more 
doseiy with the regional de- 
velopment banks, and they 
should “divide responsibili- 
ties” and “eliminate over- 
laps," the commission said. 


FORECAST MONDAY JULY 4, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
U.S. Independence Day n for 
the mow part well aspected apd , 
will be wen spent in. relaxation 
and attending to family activity 
with doaefneads and associ- 
ates of common purpose. Stay 
near home. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This h a good day to efisenss 
new ideas with associates. Any 
delays should be accepted phi- 
losophically. Take needed ex- 
ercise. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Plan your affaire on a more 
satisfying basis and have more 
security. A new contact coukl 
give you good suggestions for a 
new assignment. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Have talks with partners so you 
can take advantage of a new 
situation which arises. Analyse 
your progress in the evening. 
MOW CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) Stop potting off 
tasks at hand and gain more 
profits. Take Ueaiineuti to im- 
prove health and appearance. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Jump into regular routines 
without delay and get much 
accomplished, whether of a 
business or penonal nature and 
you will be pleased with the 
results. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be more willing 
to compromise at home for tbe 


sake of harmony. Study pro- 
jects which' xxrold give you 
added income for the future. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You are now able 
to get the support of associates 
in a new protect you have in 
mind. Use extreme care in mo- 
tion today, to prevent prob- 
lems. 


h (Oi 

November 21) Analyse your 
financial status and find better 
ways of adding to abundance. 
Listen to what an expert has to 
soggiest for your success. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Go after 
yoar aims in a most positive 
way and grin excellent results. 
Strive for increased h a p pin ess. 
Be poised for any arcumst- 
ance. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Take steps to 
improve the quality of your 
life. Let yoor conversation with 
others be quiet and cultured 
. and you will be respected. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Sociability is the 
keynote today and much can be 


You are able to 
gain personal aim ai this time 
which proves fruitful. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) This is a good day to 
gain the respect of higber-ups 
who can give you tbe support 
yon need. Many benefits can 
come your way now. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Batty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
i Pack away 
5 Alaskan island 
9 Hallo wonts 

13 Vow 

14 Ruins 

15 Ctosa 

16 Yearn 

17 Airs 
IBTWodiedy 

19 Sharp 

20 Data 

21 Assists 

22 Divests 

24 Lowesi deck 
26 IruSan leader 

29 Program Fora 
meeting 
32 Author Loos 
35 Church calendar 
37 — do-well 
as in the same 

aslOtoes 

40 Uns through a 

etrehr abbr. 

41 afferent 

42 Stadium cheers 

43 Bread spread 

44 Church official 
46 Indan. a.a. 

48 Switch words 
50 Gaming place 
54 Stage show 
57 Not hiUy dosed 
59 Satanic 

« Above 
61 Part of a Jofly 
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92 — Sea Scrote 
S3 Trade deals 

64 AMn of balm 

65 British 
composer 

UGiafc 

C7 ^ _ i_._ 

v4 rnyn8psQgnjpi9 
68 Randsr* river 

DOWN 

1 Overcharges 

2 Musical 
direction tor 

ssencs 

aAdcottaw 

4 Famous (hit 
words 

5 A — apple 


6 Historic data 

7 Lanza was ona 
B Certain ship's - 

letters 

9 Historic time * 
magnet 

11 Pack down 

12 Crude metab • 

14 ffaflglous sect ' 
21 Greedyone . 

23 Saior* Jacket 
25Astanlsnd 
27 Wriw Barrett - 

29 Playwright • 
Simon - 

30 'Olvo out cards 

31 Mirttude - 

32 Inspired wtm 
wonder 

33 Bluish color 
34“— girt" 

36 Brake pan 
39 Florence's 

river 

43 Shake tm 
45 Single 
47 Betimes 


nnn - nnnn nnnn 

nnn onnoran nnnn 
nnn nnnnnn nnno 
n.^nnir.nnnnnnnn 
non nnonn 
ronnnnn nnn DPin 
onrnn non nnonn 
nnonnnmnnr~nnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnn 
non ruin nnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnn 
nnnonnnrinnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn nnn 
gnnn nnnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn nnn 


49 Hindu ascetic 
51 Declares 
62 Actress Keaton 
53 The Sena of 
Katie — “ ’ 


54 Boudoir wear 

55 Always 

56 Dogs' docs 

58 Stout and porter 
91 Mis' 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan limes 

in cn-a pemion with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market 
Summary 

(June 27 — July 1, 1994) 

AMMAN — Hie dollar rose modestly agrainer major 
European currencies at the end of last week, while reheating 
against the yen. It ended the week 0.7.78 per cent higher 
against the mark, 0.93 per cent higher against sterling a nd 
1.80 per cent lower against the yen. 

The U.S. unit appreciated sharply against other major 
currencies Monday, in view of increased demand, and 
expectations that a fall below 99.50 yen level, reached earlier 
that day, was unlikely. Meanwhile, expectations pointed to a 
probable Fed tightening to support the dollar during the next 
scheduled meowing of the FOMC on July 5, 1994. 

The dollar witnessed a relapse Tuesday, howeever, 
especially against the yen. Its dechne came on the back of A 
drop in U.S. stock and bond prices, which fell after the 
release of positive U.S. economic data, suggesting probable 
inflationary p r e ss u re . Homel sales showed a larger than 
expected rise in May, while Consumer Confidence reached 
its highest level in four years. However, conflicting expecta- 
tions concerning possible Fed action persisted after the 
Strang economic data. 

The U.S. unit registered modest pins a gamet major 
European currencies Wednesday, while continuing to de- 
cline against the yen. It retreated below 99 yen on tear that 
the new Japan e se government might take a firm position in 
its trade talks with the U.S. a preliminary announcement by 
the new Japanese prime minister fuelled these fears, as be 
expressed reservations to reducing taxes and increasing 
domestic spending as means of stimulating the Japanese 
economy, so m et h i n g which the Clinton administration con- 
siders necessary to reduce its trade deficit with Japan. 

Meanwhile, reports indicated that the dollar declined 
below 98.55 yen during trading hours, its lowest level against 
the yen since WWH, before rising slightly at the cfose. 

The dollar continued its retreat against the yen Thursday, 
while remaining stable against major European currencies. 
Reports in d icated that the market failed to react to news that 
the Ctin ton administration would postpone trade measures 
against Japan. Negative sentiment against the dollar, howev- 
er, poshed it to a new low of 98.47 yen. 

In quiet trading, the U.S. unit rose against major 
currencies Friday. Dollar short-covering ahead of the 4th of 


July holiday in the U.S., poshed the U.S. unit higher. Hie 
dollar penetrated the 1.60 mark and 99 yen levels during 
trading hours, on continued Bank of Japan intervention ana 
short covering. However, profit-taking and renewed fears of 
inflationary pressure, after the release of June national 
association of purchasing managers (NAPM) index, limited 
the dollar's rise. 

The NAFM reached its highest level in six years, fuelling 
further debate over what the FOMC might do during its 
scheduled meeting on July 5,1994. 

The dollar thus closed at 1.5965 marks, 98.75 yen and at 
S1.5380 to the pound at the end of the week. 

New York Closing Rates far Major Carrencles Against the 
UJS. Dollar v - 


Currency 

74/6/94 

Close 

1/7/94 

Close 

Percent 

Change 

Sterling Pound 

1-5525 

1.5380 

10.93J* 

Deutsche Mark 

1.5840 

1.5965 

(0.7SIS 

Swiss Franc 

1.3277 

7 .5385 

to.im 

French Franc 

5.4285 

5.4670 

10.70 jg 

Japanese Yen 

100.53 

98.75 

7.80 % 


' I SO Per STC 

r— ii ral Bank of 


3/7/1994 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S. Dollar 

0.68S0 

0.6900 

Sterling Pound 

I.0574 

1.0627 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4304 

0.4326 

Swiss Franc 

0.5137 

0.5757 

French Franc 

0.1257 

0.1263 

Japanese Yen 4 

0.6968 

0.7003 

Dutch GuBder 

0.3839 

0.385S 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira 11 

0.0434 

0.0436 

R*lglw» Franc 




Western firms vie for deals with Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Western 
firms, eager for a future slice 
of Inn’s lucrative markets, 
are falKng over one another 
in the rush to set up deals 
ahead of any lifting of the 
U.S. Gulf corns trade block- 
ade, diplomats say. 

With or without agreement 


from their own governments, 
they are amying m Baghdad 
in droves, initialing deals that 
can quickly be actuated once 
embargoed Iraqi crude o3 
flows to international mar- 
kets again. 

“Their aim is to win favour 
with (President) Saddam 



Hussein's go v e r nm ent;” one 
diplomat said. “They believe 
the trend to remove sanctions 
is gathering momentum and 
they do not want to miss the 
tram.” 

Iraq, a booming market for 
Western business before its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, has 
die world's second largest oil 
reserves after Saudi Arabia. 

Gulf crisis sanctions, im- 
posed shortly after the inva- 
sion, remain in force but with 
Iraq showing willingness to 
comply with Gulf war cease- 
fire demands on scraping of 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion an easing of the blockade 
may fin ally he in sigh t . 

With that in mind, 
businessmen are flocking to 


the forefront come the 
French and German 
businessmen. In the past, 
they did not publicise their 
visits to Baghdad but recently 
they have changed tactics. 

Top French businessmen, 
on a recent visit to Baghdad, 
beamed with satisfaction as 
they walked over a mosaic of 
former U.S. .President 
George Bush on the way to 
limousines waiting for them 
outside Baghdad’s smart A1 
Rasheed Hotel. 

“The 'French (business- 
men) have never severed 
contacts, nor have the Ger- 
mans,” said the diplomat. 

Both Germany and 
France, Baghdad's tradition- 
al trade pa rtn e rs , were major 
suppliers of civilian and milit- 
ary hardware to Iraq. Bagh- 
dad has already initialled an 
oil contract with France’s 


Total S.A. to develop the 
giant Nahr Umar field, which 
could purchase 500,000 bar- 
rels per day (b/d). 

“Sanctions or no sanctions, 
any Western firm would sali- 
vate over such a prospect,” 
one Western diplomat said. 

On June 12, President Sad- 
dam received Hans Stergen, 
bead of the foreign relations 
committee at the German 
parliament. Mr. Stergen said 
his visit to Baghdad was a 
personal initiative. 

But diplomats said the trip, 
the first by a ranking German 
official to Baghdad since the 
end of the 1991 Gulf war, was 
to ensure that German firms 
had their share of Iraq’s mar- 
kets- when sanctions are 
named. 

ihey said both German 
and French governments 
were under pressure from 
their powerful business con- 
glomerates to do something 
about Iraq sanctions. 

The Chinese are also com- 
ing. Last month. President 
Saddam received Wang 
Changyi, China's foreign 
ministry undersecretary . Mr. 
Wang headed a large delega- 
tion that spent two days con- 
versing with Irak's ministers 
of industry, agriculture and 
oil. 

China, France and Russia 
— all permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council — 
are seeking a way to recog- 
nise Iraq’s efforts to comply 
with arms-related U.N. 
Security Council conditions 
imposed as part of the 1991 
Gulf war ceasefire. 
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Japanese 
brokers see 
profits 
rebound 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
“Big Four’' securities houses, 
beaefitting from a recovery in 
commission revenue, have 
announced their best earn- 
ings figures in three years and* 
forecast further improve- 
ments in the year ahead. 

But the pre-tax earnings 
posted by Nomura Securities . 
Co. Ltd., Daiwa Securities 
Co. Ltd., Nikko Securities^ 
Co. Ltd. and Yamaichi 
Securities Co. Ltd. were still 
(town sharply from the record 
earnings at the turn of the 
Rfecadc. 

“Despite slowdowns in in- 
dividual consumption and 
capital investment. The 
stockmarket was relatively 
finn throughout the year with 
increased turnover. But 
sentiment was not dramatic,” 
market leader Nomura said. 

A major factor behind the 
earnings recovery was the 
boost to commissions winch 
accompanied a rebound in 
equity trading. Buoyed by 
heavy foreign buying, aver- 
age turnover on the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange soared to 
390 billion yen($3.75 billion) 
a day, tip from 140 billion yen 
a year earlier. 

Other positive factors were 
increased revenue from 
tUKtenniting, which accom- 
panied tiie mat public share 
offerings in four years, and a 
rally in the Japanese govern- 
ment bond market for most 
of the year. Revenue from 
investment trusts was mean- 
while buoyed by booming 
markets elsewhere in Asia. 

Nomura posted pre-tax 
eanrings of 50.7 billion yen, 
up sharply from 2.38 taflion 
yen a year earlier. The coun- 
try’s biggest securities com- 
pany said operating revenue 
efimbed 16 per cent to 399 
billion yen in the same 
period, 

w The company forecast a 
anther increase in e arnings 
to 90 billion yen in the cur- 
rent year with revenue ciimb- 
ing to 430 billion yen. 

Daiwa announced a profit 
of 52 bilKon yen, reversing a 
toss of 7.27 buhon yen a year 
earlier and displacing 
Nomura as the country’s 

most profitable stockbroker. 
Operating revenue rebound- 
ed 20 per cent to 297 billion 
yen. 

The company forecast im- 
proved earnings of 60 billion 
yen for this year with sales 
increasing mar ginall y to 300 
billion yen. 

Nikko. posted a profit of 35 
Union yen, up sharply from 
2.5 bflwm yen a year earlier. 
Operating income rebounded 
21 per cent to 279 bilfion yen. 

The company also forecast 
a higher profit of 50 billion 
yen for the current year with 
operating revenue efimbmg 
to 290 billion yen. 

Yamaichi announced A 
i profit of 17.9 billion yen, 
Reversing two years of kisses 
Grinding its 37.4 billion yen 
ton a year earlier. Operating 
tetenne climbed 25per cent 
to 236 bfllion yen. 






FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments fomished or unfur- 
nished.! - „ . ^ _ ' 

t>For more details call:;* 71 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 



Jalll ij !D^c_oJ| 


Extensive Travel 
Services for 
Businessmen and 
Expatriates 


Phone 616217 .Fax. 654769 
P. 0. Box 163764 Amman - Jordan 

MorereyglettoaCqrwell 



The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WbridCup U SA 94 

Tel :608 131 
Fax:673 312 


RESTAURANT 

Live Entertainment 


New Summer 
Terrace 



sports & 
Programmes Live Via 
Satellite 


J jlit-yLu 

2nd- Circle - Jabal Amman 
opp. French loar 

Tel. 653482 jdu 


A SECURE 

FLATOTEL 



.O.Td 
SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
W GASTRONOMY. 


^ Cafe’ 

Itanburgers+Pizzas 

EUTECAFE' 




THE 
AMOSBEE 
CREATORS 


talk of the town 

DISCOTHEQUE 

Opwn rdandy 
From 9:00 P-M. 

Except Tuesday Ck»ed 

. Worid Cup covarage 
via aataHtta 

A matw of (toOdoua snacks 

Td: 685211 Fax = 617779 

Middle But Hole! -Shmeuam 


We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V., W.M. Ref., Audios. V.C., 
T.V. with video. Fax. Pianos 

DUTY FREE ^ 


Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 
P.O. Box 850236 
Amman ■ Jordan 



La Vita Lounge 
1 2:00 pm - v - Late 





Deluxe Mas and Aorfaents 

kiAsmn. 

For further details please call 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


Hit Rmt dm Hotel In 
Amman that has a , 
Kitchenette In ovary room-1 
“SaMWa T.V. Reception" 


DAIfOTFL 

i|^2«|l|Ia 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.OBok 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
patriatet^sid 


Expatri 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongollaii Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 616214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3 JO p.m. 

6^30 - Midnight 
V Air Conditioned HaH / 




li/RANTja 

The first & best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
AhJiyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12.-00-3:30 ■ 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 63806$ 


AT'-J r WlS-S-\: 
J lio 


J in: liK'Tls 
1m;: wO. ;s!\k. 


Bukhara 


lii'i ■- l I ; v ii .V I.'i-.M 
Fo: r«»se:vaiicns sa: I 


SZEEHWAN GARDENS, 
EH1NE5E RESTAURANT 


| OpcmllJO-iXA&BB. 

Taka nray Is avafZafri* 

Shal Ai-Arab Strata 
Um Ufafnah ComoatcU Centro 

TeL: 881174 

.6 Kt lasted Always UKd, 


plassmm 

Vjarden 

Terrace 

A casual place, friendly 
atmosphere in a unique 
garden setting. 

‘■■v- 

Lunch, tentime and dinner 
are. served from 11.00 a.m. 
till 11.45 p.m. 


3rd arrle, Jabal Amman 
Tel. 643216 


SELECT HOTEL 





Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 



Jabal A1 WebdeliATcl.637101/637T02' 


SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 
Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Open 

NoontoHdntBlrt 
Sawn Days ■ Weak 


TELEPHONE : 815987 



8HJ1HO HAHS 

Profes si onal Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and geo 

• JUMBO phot* 
30% iorgmr 

Free tnimrg*- 

20x30 


Shmekami - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa td: 823891 


Household 
Appliances For 
Every Home 

Vacuum Gamers, Washing 
Machines, Rtfrigerators, Frozen. 

Dishwasher* Water Purifiers ~ 
a choice cf 

Duty Paid/ Duty Free 
Phone 604671 i 

83 Electrolux 



Restaurant 
You Know 

Our Pfcczas&Sandwfches 

NowTrtf The 

Italian Pasta 

TfCtito*** Way 
Sp e^uoA 
Perate 
Fettuedne 
Prapand to Ton tnm (cMfe 





Restaurant 

'pteved 

Lunch & Wwif 
7 days a wssk 

Enjoy Our Salacdpn of . 

SEA FOOD 


nmn 

.«■* 


Td : 6S 0093/4 Fas 823864 

Shmesam-Near Babiche 
Amman - Jordan 
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Cruyff scapegoat saves Spain 
Spain 3, Switzerland 0 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Andoni Zubizarreta, chased 
out of Barcelona by coach 
John Cruyff, showed the 
Dutchman he was still a top- 
ctaM goalkeeper with a hand- 
le of brilliant saves to ensure 
Spain reached the World Cup 
qMner-Snals here Saturday. 

Cruyff put the blame on 
Zrtizarreta after his team’s 
4-0 thrashing by AC Milan in 
(he European Cup final and 
the goalkeeper signed for 
Vafe&caa' earlier this week. 

Zubizarreta is taking his 
revenge at USA 94 and the 
Spanish coach, Javier 
Ocmcnte. was happy to 
ptefac his keeper following 
Ac 3m second-round victory 
over Switzerland. 

He said: “I don't like pick- 
ing out players but Zubizar- 
feta was the best on the field. 
He showed he is still among 
the world's best goalkeepers. 

Two saves stood out in 
particular. In the 11th minute 
Sbephane Chapuisat ran rings 
round Spanish captain 
Migncl Nodal and set up Tho- 
mas Bided whose shot was 
tipped on to the bar and over 
the top bv Zubizarreta . 

After 6$ minutes the goal- 


keeper prevented a Swiss 
equaliser with an instant 
reaction stop to push away 
for a comer Adrian Knup’s 
first-time lunge at substitute 
Jorg Snider's cross. 

Spain are unlikely to de- 
light the purists in this 
tournament but a display of 
power and determination 
took them past Switzerland 
who were unable to turn their 
best spell in the second half 
into goals. 

The Swiss coach, English- 
man Roy Hodgson, was bit- 
ter afterwards. He said: 4 ‘We 
outplayed them 3-0. Show us 
some sympathy. If it bad 
been a boxing match the 
judges would have given it to 
us. 

“We were better than them 
for long periods. We had 
three forwards up, did every- 
thing to score and it was not 
surprising in the end we got 
caught on the break.** 

They were understandably 
unhappy about a controver- 
sial first-half goal which set 
them on the road to defeat. 

It came straight from an 
incident when Dutch referee 
Mario van der Ende waved 


ly on instead of giving a 
: kick when Chapuisat was 
crudely brought down by 
Nadal as he bore down on 
goal. 

Straight from Nadal ’s chal- 
lenge Hierro broke at speed 
from his own half, exchanged 
passes with Jose Maria 
Bakcro, forced his way past a 
clutch of defenders and ran 
through to sidefoot the ball 
the advancing Marco 
ascolo from 25 metres. 

What really angered Hodg- 
son was that Sergi was 
rushing back from an offside 
position as Hierro broke 
through. 

“You can’t play attacking 
football. It favours defensive 
sides," said Hodgson. 

Spain should have stretch- 
ed their lead in the 49th 
minute when Andoni 
Goikoetxea shot against the 
post with only Pascolo to beat 
after another rapid counter- 
attack. 

Switzerland were under se- 
vere pressure but responded 
with their most sustained 
spell of the match only to find 
Zubizarreta blocking their 
way. 



Saudis upset by weather taunts 

b^a^iisTters inti 


Sweden's star Martin Dahfin celebrates 
after scoring his first goal in Sunday’s 
match against Saudi Arabia (AFP photo) 


DALLAS (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bian players said Saturday 
they were upset their surprise 
success at the Work! Cup 
finals was being put down to 
the hot weather. 

Saudi Arabia made it to 
the second round and were to 
play Sweden in Dallas Sun- 
day at 1705 GMT (see sepa- 
rate story). 

Defender Mohammad 
Abdul Jawad said the team 
was not getting the credit it 
had earned and added that 
suggestions the Saudis prefer- 
red hot conditions were com- 
pletely wrong. 

“Everyone should know 
that we do not play in die 
daytime in Saudi Arabia,” he 
told a news conference. “We 
always play in the night-time 
when temperatures go down. 

“Everyone is saying the 
Saudi team has an advantage 
in this weather. That’s com- 
pletely wrong. 

“When the weather gets 
colder, nobody says there is 
an advantage to the other 
team." 

Abdul Jawad said people 
were overlooking a great im- 
provement in Saudi results in 
recent years, including vic- 
tory in the World Youth Cop. 

“Nobody has ever said that 
the Saudi team has Improved 


a lot yet we’ve proved it on 
the field,” he added. 

Saudi Arabia’s two wins to 

date at the finals over Moroc- 
co and Belgium were the first 
for an Asian country apart 
from North Korea’s shock 
win' over Italy in 1966. 

Abdul Jawad said the play- 
ers were also annoyed that 
untrue things were being 
written about the finanml 
incentives made to them with 
stories that they had been 
given SIOO.OOO each for 
reaching the finals as well as a 
Mercedes car. 

“That’s rubbish," be sard. 
“I will be honest with you. 
What we received for qual- 
ifying was $25,000 for each 
player.’* 

He said no extra cash bad 
been given for reaching the 
second round as yet. 

Abdul Jawad said the play- 
ers were not interested in 
fjp^nriai inducements. 

‘The most important, most 
beautiful present we get is the 
happiness of our people back 
home," he said. 

“We play for our country. 
We put our hearts for our 
country.” 

Abdul Jawad said the play- 
ers were all Muslims who 
prayed five times a day and 
bad converted a room at the 


<0 


team headquarters into a 
cfmaH mosque for tins pur- 

pC Itat he said their religion 
was flexible and did not inter- 
fere with training- _ 

Midfielder Saecd Owarran, 
scorer of a brilliant indi- 
vidualist goal against Bel- 
gium, said the support of the 
Saudi royal family and king 
Fahd was important to the 
team. 

“He is our father and our 
sponsor," he said. “He was 
very happy with our success 
and encouraged us to do 
more.” 

Argentine coach, Jorge 
So lari did not deny that royal 

pressures extended to team 

selection but said this posed 
no more problem than in 
other countries. 

“There is no influence 
from the media,” he said. “I 
know about that because 
there is probably no country 
in the world where the media 
influence is stronger than in 
Argentina.” 

Abdul Jawad said Sweden 
would have to beware at the 
Dallas Cotton Bowl Stadium. 

“We respect everyone and 
if we lose to Sweden, we 
know it will be to a big 
team,” he said. “But it will 
be hard for them to beat us.” 
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Refs told to go 
back to school 


LOS ANGELES, California 
(AFP) — FIFA’s part-time 
referees came under fire 
Saturday for two controver- 
sial decisions which played a 
decisive part in Belgium and 
Switzerland going out of the 
World Cup. 

Kurt Rothlisberger, from 
neutral Switzerland, and 
Mario Van der Ende of 
Netherlands both earn their 
living as teachers and the 
Belgian and Swiss coaches 
felt they would be better em- 
ployed staying in their clas- 
srooms. 

Defending champions Ger- 
many, inspired by two goals 
from 34-year-old Rudi Vol- 
ler, beat Belgium 3-2 and 
now play Mexico or Bulgaria 
while Spain finished eventual 
3-0 winners Switzerland. 
They tackle Nigeria or Italy 
in the quarter-finals. 

A disputed 15th minute 
goal by Fernando Hierro 
meant the Swiss were always 
in danger of a counter-attack 
as they pushed forward in 
search of an equaliser. And 
they duly conceded two other 
goals in the last 20 minutes. 

Rothlisberger waved play 
on in Germany's match 
against Belgium when Josip 
Weber went sprawling under 
Thomas Helmcr’s challenge 
from behind. 

It was just the sort of off- 
ence FIFA had insisted 
would be outlawed in this 
Worid Cup and a penalty 
could have put Belgium only 
a goal in arrears. 

“It was a scandal.” said 
Belgium coach Paul Van 
Himst. “He shouldn't have 
referred another internation- 
al match I'll be interested to 
see what FIFA does. 


“If I was in charge such a 
referee would be sent home 
immediately and not referee 
again.” 

Spain's crucial first goal 
came immediately after Van 
der Ende allowed Miguel 
Nadal to back down 
Stephane Chapuisat as he 
bore down on goal. 

Nadal was sent off by Dan- 
ish referee Peter Mikkelsen, 
another teacher, for a similar 
incident in Spain's opening 
match against South Korea. 

Hierro broke away and 
scored at the other end with 
Sergi running back into an 
onside position. 

'To make matters worse it 
was an offside goal.” said 
Switzerland's English coach 
Roy Hodgson. 

Spain's third goal came 
from a penalty awarded when 
Ferrer was fouled. However, 
if Mr. Van der Ende had 
been consistent Ferrer would 
have not been on the pitch. 

The Dutch referee booked 
Switzerland's Marc Hottiger 
for kicking the ball away but 
10 minutes later allowed Fer- 
rer to do the very same thing. 
The right back had already 
been booked for a foul and 
another yellow card would 
have led to his dismissal. 

“It was very tough game 
for us. We didn’t now who 
our opponents were going to 
be two days ago. I do believe 
that the rules in that respect 
are not very good for us and 
maybe they should be 
changed. 

"We had only two days to 
recover from the previous 
game and two days is not 
enough when you are playing 
for the World Cup.” 


LUXURIOUSLY 
FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

RfSt floor of 220 sq.m, in a two-floor building in the 
best residential area, between the 4th & 5th Circles 
(near Guest's Palace). Z ah ran Street — Jabal 
Amman, overlooking large beautiful private gar- 
dens Consists of; Large salon, dining room, 2 
double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully-equipped 
kiichen, laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 
balconies. 

Crystal chandeliers and chosen carpets. 

Central heating, telephone, colour TV. and video. 
Car park available. 

Suitable for a VIP family. 

Interested, call tel. 671509 


REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 


A mqjor construction company in the UAE 

requires the following personnel: 

1. Project managers with a minimum ex- 
perience of 10 years. 

2. Project engineers with a minimum ex- 
perience of 5 years. 

3. General foremen with a minimum experi- 
ence of 10 years. 

4. Foremen with a minimum experience of 5 
years. 

5. Surveyors with a minimum experience of 
5 years. 

Applications should be sent to: 

P.O.Box - 320, Dubai, UAE 
Fax: 857479 & 852843 
for the attention of the 
“Administration Manager. 1 
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Los Angelenos do not love World Cup 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Nearly two in three residents 
of the Los Angeles area, 
where the World Cup final 
will be played July 17, said 
they were largely unin- 
terested in the tournament, 
the Los Angeles Times re- 
ported Saturday. 

A times poll, conducted 
last Sunday when the United 
States lost to Romania 1-0, 
revealed that almost 60 per 
cent of Angelenos did not 
care much about the cup. 

Younger people showed a 
touch more interest, howev- 
er. 


The survey of 1,023 resi- 
dents predictably demons- 
trated that men were more 
interested than women, and 
that Hispanics were more in- 
volved in soccer’s quadren- 
nial showcase than other 
ethnic and racial groups in 
the area. 

The newspaper, which has 
devoted from four to six 
pages a day to the World 
Cup, reported that 39 per 
cent of those polled said they 
were following the finals very 
or somewhat closely, with 14 
per cent claiming to be 
seriously following the 


games. 

More than a third were not 
watching the matches at all, 
and 60 per cent were largely 
uninterested in the event. 

A full 55 per cent of resi- 
dents 18 to 29 years old said 
they were interested in the 
competition — the highest 
rate shown by any of the 
groups polled. 

Despite the poll results, 
the four matches played at 
the Rose Bowl in suburban 
Pasadena have either been 
sold out or very near to 
capacity. 


Maradona admits medication 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — 
Diego Maradona has admit- 
ted he made a mistake taking 
the pills that caused his ex- 
pulsion from the World Cop 
and an end to his professional 
soccer career. 

The star striker said Brazil 
was now his pick to win the 
cop, which concludes July 17 
in tiie Rose BowL 

In an interview with 
Buenos Aires daily Claim in 
the Dallas airport, Maradona 
said he and his personal dieti- 
cian Darnel Cerrini “forgot to 
report to (team doctor Ernes- 
to) Ugalde that I was taking 


pills. '* 

T took those pills as if they 
were as pirin . Thousands of 
players do it, but the cost is 
always higher when Marado- 
na does it,” the midfielder 
said. 

Maradona called FIFA's 
decision Thursday to suspend 
him for taking the banned 
substances, which included 
ephedrine, an asthma 
medication that also is a sti- 
mulant, “unfair, because 
they are making me pay very 
dearly for a tiny mistake.” 

T never imagined I would 
be left out of the World Cup 


after so much sacrifice,” 
Maradona said. ‘Td Kke to 
remind the people who sus- 
pended me that I trained by 
myself for a long time, and 
above aD, that I never needed 
drugs to play well.” 

Asked if his decision to 
retire was final, the 33-year- 
old said. “Yes, it’s all over. I 
returned to play my fourth 
World Cup. 

I gave it my best effort, but 
it ended badly. Now I want to 
spend most of my time with 
my family. Soccer's over for 
good.” ' 


Decade of terror culminates in Escobar shooting 


DALLAS (R) — The gun- 
ning down of World Cup 
player Andres Escobar Satur- 
day was the most chilling 
incident yet in a decade of 
death threats, terror and re- 
tribution whTcfi have almost 
destroyed Colombian soccer. 

Escobar, shot 12 times by 
gunmen in Medellin and kil- 
led, apparently because of an 
own goal he scored in the 
U.S. finals, was by no means 
the first victim of a national 
sport plagued by the influ- 
ence of drug barons and bet- 
ting cartels. 

A referee was shot dead 
in 1989, the national cham- 
pionships were suspended for 
a season and the Colombian 
1990 World Cup sguad was 
almost disbanded in earlier 
incidents. 

Most of the problems have 
centred on Medellin, once 
the world's cocaine- 
trafficking capital, where 
Escobar's Atietico National 
club has often been accused 
of being controlled by the 
drug lords. 

As long ago as October 
1983, Colombian Justice 
Minister Rodrigo Lara Bonil- 
la claimed Atietico National 
and several other profession- 
al teams were run by traffick- 
ers. 

A few months later he was 


assassinated and the govern- 
ment said drug barons were 
responsible. 

Two years later. Hern an 
Botero, a banker who the 
government said was a share- 
holder of Atietico National, 
was extradited to the United 
States and* sentenced to 30 
years in jail for laundering 
money. 

In 1988, a Colombian book 
entitled "Cocaine Horse- 
men" alleged Octavio Piedra- 
hita was another shareholder. 
Ptedrahita was kidnapped in 
July of that year and found 
dead on a farm outside the 
city as he was preparing to 
sell the team, according to 
local journalists. 

Referees also came under 
threat in 1988 when Arman- 
do Perez was kidnapped for 
24 houis and told that offi- 
cials who made wrong deci- 
sions in the championship 
playoffs would be killed. 

Referee A I veto Ortega 
was killed by two gunmen m 
November 1989 after officiat- 
ing at a match in Medellin 
between the other city team 
Dcportivo Independente and 
America Cali. 

Ortega had disallowed a 
Deportivo Independence 
goal and had sent off one of 
the team's players in an ear- 
lier match. 



Cotombbn defender Andres Escobar (I eft) 
tries to stop UJ5. player Eric Wynalda’s sfeot 


during their first round Worid Cup game at 
Pasadena’s Rase Bowl June 22 (AFP photo) 


An anonymous caller said 
be and his bosses had lost a 
lot of money as a result of 
Ortega’s decisions. 

The government then in- 
tervened to try to clean out 
criminal elements from the 
country’s professional dubs 
and the championship was 
suspended even though Col- 


ombia had qualified for the 
1990 Worid Cup. 

In January 1990, German 
Gomez Garcia, the president 
of Bogota’s Mnionarios Club, 
was shot and wounded while 
driving his car by two passing 
gunmen on a motorcycle. 

A month later, Colombian 
Worid Cop squad prepara- 


tions were disrupted when a 
gambling group calling itself 
Cleanliness in Colombian 
Soccer threatened to kill 
players, coaches and journal- 
ists if the influence of drug 
barons was not removed. 

After the World Cup, the 
South American Soccer Con- 
federation suspended a Li- 


bertadores Cup match due to 
be played in Medellin after 
Brazilian club Vasco da 
Gama protested that Uru- 
guayan referee Juan CardeUi- 
no and his linesmen had been 
threatened by six men toting 
sub-mac hineguns and revol- 
vers. 

Colombia came to the 1994 
finals among the favourites 
but even before the tourna- 
ment began there were prob- 
lems when the U.S. author- 
ities refused a visa to a mem- 
ber of their federation. 

“It seemed reasonably 
clear that the man had a long 
record of drug dealing,” said 
U.S. organising chief Alan 
Rothenbeig. 

Before their second match 
with the United States, man- 
ager Francisco Maturana and 
midfielder Gabriel Gomez 
received threats of if 
Gomez was not replaced by 
fellow-Atletico Nacionai 
player Herman Gaviria. 

Gomez declined to play 
and Gaviria took his place 
but Colombia lost 2 - 1 , with 
Escobar opening the score 
inadvertently with an own 
goal, and the Sooth Amer- 
icans went out of the tourna- 
ment. 

Escobar’s death was the 
tragic sequel. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Luxurious 285 sq.m new apartment in 
Sweifiyeh; 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, American 
kitchen, fireplace, own telephone, and garage. 

For details call 810306 


Duty Free SAAB 900,1989 For Sale 


| In excellent condition , White color 
i Automatic gear , Air condition 

i 

I Interested Call 643627/8 Between 10 AM to 4 PM 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT IN WESTERN SHME1SAN1 

The first is a second floor with an area of 200 square 
metres. It consists of three bedrooms, salon, living, dining 
rooms, large kitchen, and three bathrooms. 

The second is a ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, 
sitting axl dining rooms, spacious kitchen, glass-in 
veranda separate entrance with small garden and gar- 
age. Each apartment has independent central heating 
and telephone. Location: Western Shmeisani, Abdul Halim 
Al Nimr St. near Bilal Mcsque. Building No. 24. 
Please call 685593 Of 664256 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Two-storey villa for rent in Rabwat AI Far- 
dous. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bath- 
rooms, dining room, living room, big kitch- 
en, fireplace, office room, backyard with a 
water fountain and barbeque grill. 

For inf. please call 677497 - 665580 
Sport machines from the U.S. for 
sale! 


GROUND FLOOR Di A VILLA FOR RENT 

The villa consists of 2 storeys. The ground floor has 
an area of 220 square metres — consists of 3 
bedrooms, large salon, dining room, sitting room 
kitchen, laundry and maid's room, 2 bathrooms and 
separate central heating. 

Can be Jet with or without furniture. 

Locator: Marj Al Ha mam — Alia Housing Rotate 
Call tel. 711436 Amman. 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE SPACIOUS FLAT 

Conveniently located between the 4th and 5th 
CurcJ^ facing Wadi Abdoun. A first floor fully 
furnished 2-bedroom apartment with its private 
garden. It lies on a quiet side street and is equipped 
with all utilities including the telephone. PP ° 
Those interested please call 698607 or 
673366 


NEW 

EXPBESSIO 



Wear our Jewell arv with your birth gem. 




AJAN1 


Amra Hotel 
Amman 


Bani Hamida Women’s Weaving Project is seek- 
ing a young Jordanian female as 
a Sales Person 

Requirements: 

- University degree. 

- Excellent command of written and spoken Arabic 
and English (other languages is an asset). 

- Be able to work 12-7 p.m. 

- Enthusiastic and well-organised. 

- Able to work well with people. 

(Marketing or sales background is preferable). 
For more information please call: 658696 


UNIQUE VILLA FOR RENT 

Location: Deir Ghbar MWT 

Rot area- 1055 m 2 
Building area: 

1. Basement 80 m 2 , maid room with bathroom 

laundry room and store. room, 

2. Ground floor 380m 2 . 4 bedrooms three hath 

iwms. living room, lounge, dining riomltitch^' 
office and quest toilette. ' cnen > 

3 ‘ 006 bedroom, living room kitch 

enette. bathroom, and terraces in th^front Sd 

deSi9ned 9arden 9-age with 

For further Information or anoolntm^* 
contact Telefax. 1 V&ff intment 
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Brazil plan their own 
4th of July fireworks 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— Six years to the day after 
the United States was 
awarded the World Cup, the 
U.S. team get the chance to 
prove just how far they’ve 
come when they take on 
mighty Brazil for a place in 
the quarterfinals. 

Brazil are hoping to spoil 
America’s Independence 
Day holiday, and it is posa- 
ble tht coach Carlos Alberto 
Parreira win sacrifice some 
attacking flair in the face of 
the United States' rebust de- 
fence. 

Captain Raj and fellow 
midfielder Zinho were left 
out of the side in the second 
half of a practice game Satur- 
day. 

Left back Branco and 
Mazmho, a substitute against 
Sweden, played in their place 
with Leonardo, who has play- 
ed left-back so far, pushed up 
into midfield. 

The new formation would 
not please critics who want to 
see more attacking from mid- 
field. 


Dungs, Mauro Silva and 
Marinho are physical players 
with a high work rate. 
Leonardo is fast, but not 
likely to create the spark 
from midfield expected of the 
legendary t hre e-t im es world 
champions. 

Parreira would not be 
drawn on whether Palmeiras 
defender Mazinho would 
{day, but added: “He has a 
nice touch game, and he 
added a lot to us when we put 
him on against Sweden.” 

- The match at Stanford Sta- 
dium is the hottest ticket in 
San Fanrisco. 

Stanford venue director 
Peter Bridgwater has been 
busy arranging a few extras 
for the Tnatr*! — KVa fire- 
works and enormous U.S. 
and Brazilian flap 

Parreira is trying to shrug 
off the hype. 

“I do not accept any other 
responsibility than getting 
through to the quarter- 
finals, be said. “That is the 
only responsibility we have 
now in the United States on 


WoridCupUSA 

*v. 




Today’s matches 

Netherlands vs. Ireland in 
Orlando at 19.05 Amman 
time. 

Brazil vs. U.S. in Stanford at 
22.35 Amman time. 


Brazilian World Cusp soccer player Mauro SBva (left) tries 
to stop teammate Romario (right) while Branco looks on 
during a trafaring session at Santa QaraUidvenfty Saturday 
(AFP photo) 


tbe Fourth of July.” 

U.S. manager Bora Miluti- 
novic keeps saying tht no- 
thing is impossible in foot- 
ball. But so far he has de- 
clined to outline his plan for 
replacing suspended midfiel- 
der John Haxfees. 

He could give Claudio 
Reyna some playing time if 
be has recovered from a nag- 
ging hamstring injury. 


He could use defensive 
midfielder Mike Burns, or he 
could start tbe more forward- 
thinking Hugo Perez for the 
first rime in the tournament. 

Whatever- he decides, de- 
fence against Brazil’s proven 
scorers will be crucial. 

MUutinovic is counting on 
defender Alexi Lailas to 
mark Romario, who scored 
in each of Brazil’s first-round 
matches. 

So fax Lai as has been suc- 
cessful on his marking mis- 
sions against Switzerland’s 


Stephane Chapuisat, Col- 
ombian Faustina Asprille and 
Romanian Florin Raduckuu. 

“Obviously, I wil be Hang , 
ing around with Romario,” 
Lalas said. “He’s such a bril- 
liant player and I have seen 
him play a lot. He’s so quick 

and if VOU give Mm Hrw anH 

space he’s devastating.” 

U.S. sweeper Maicdo Bal- 
bo *a is set to reach an inter- 
national milestone by collect- 
ing his 94th cap, surpassing 
Bruce Murray’s U.S. record 
93. 


Ireland to test nerves of Dutch team 


7* ORLANDO, Florida 

— The Netherlands will have 
to caQ upon their stomach for 
a battle rather than their 


football 
they take on the Re- 


public erf Ireland in a World 


ip second round match 


here Monday. 

Under coach Dick Advo- 
caat the Dutch have de- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 

OWJ Tflfcuni Hiflli SerrtOM, ML 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold; 

•Void UKQJ1053 C J9874 4QJ 
The hkhttne has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
1 4 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — It's a choice between two 
hearts and four hearts. What we 
don't like about the latter is the 
eicluaion of ■ possible H«mnml 
contract, where we could have a 
slam. Regardless of methods, our 
choice would be two hearts, fol- 
lowed by three hearts (unless part- 
ner does so mething dramatic) to 
show limited vah£w and a good suit. 


410532 9QJ 0AKQ102 *54 
The bidding has proceeded 

North East South West 

1 9 Pass 2 0 Pass 

29 Pass T 

What do yoa bid now? 

A. — On this auction North doesn't 
promise more than a five-card suit, 
and not necessarily a good one, so 
we wouldn't raise to three hearts. 
However, since North could have a 
secondary spade suit, without the 
values to show it, we would venture 
two spades despite the anemic qual- 
ity of the suit. A preference to 
hearts can come later. 


Q-2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A 9.1832 C-K83 *AK432 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 * Pass 1 '? Pass 


tH * 


What do you bid now? ->•- 

A. — Another hand where partner- 
ship agreements have no influence. 
Despite all those prime cards and 
fouward heart support, this bold- 
ing is worth only a jump raise to 
three hearts. Of course, that’s invi- 
tational, not forcing. 


QJS — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K10 91054 0109 4AJIO074 
Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
19 1*7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The chokes are two dubs or 
two hearts. The problem with two 
dubs is that you won't know what 
to do should West preempt with 
three spades and that get# passed 
back to you. Therefore, we would 
vote for two hearts. Bring partner 
into the picture! 


Q.3 — -Nei'hei vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KJ95 9AJ632 0A2 •74- 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A. — No jump raise will do your 
hand justice, even if you play that a 
jump raise is forcing. Tbe way to 
show a potential source of tricks 
and strong support is to respond 
two hearts now and support spades 
vigorously later. 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


Q.8 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

462 9K6 0A9632 4K1073 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A. — If you play Hmxt raises, this 
hand is an absolute maximum for 
that action. If you play forcing jump 
raises, we think you should make 
the same bid! It's a fine tine you 
have to walk when be- 

tween a forcing and an invitational 
bid and tbe fifth diamond just 
swings the scales in favor of being 
aggressive. 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Furnished or unfurnished, newly-built, complete first floor 
of three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, with central heating and 
telephone. 

Area: 200 square metres. 

Location: Abdullah Gosheh Street Um Summaq. 

Contact: 835609 


DUTY UNPAID 

Usuzu Gemini — white 1988 (also called Chevrolet 
spectrum), 85,000 km, very good condition, very 
interesting price. 

Office: 674307, 674308. Home: 690887 


FOR RENT 

A first floor house, consisting of 4 bedrooms, dining 
room, living room, balcony with telephone, central 
heating and garage. Separate entrance. House area 
is 250m 2 . 

Location: Prince Rashed Area. 

Tel.: 815217, or 686775 


FURNISHED LUXURIOUS APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

With an area of 335 sq.m., 2nd floor, 3 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, dining room, salon, living room, modem 
kitchen, two large balconies, laundry room, maid room; 
car park, telephone, no water problem. Location: 4th 
Circle, very close to German, Greek and Korean embas- 
sies. Tel.; 686018, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


ities, but that will be pot to a 
double test against Jack 
Chariton’s Irish spoilers and 
tiie oppressive Florida heat. 

“Playing nice football isn’t 
as good as playing for a re- 
sult,” Advocaat said Satur- 
day. “We can’t play the type 
of football we would like to 
because of the heat. Playing 
for a result is most important. 

“We have two European 
teams playing here so the 
conditions will affect us both, 
unlike onr game against 
Morocco,” added Advocaat 
of tbe closing Group F game 


they won only after a might 
scrap. 

Man for man, in teams of 
quality, technique and defi- 
nite ability, the Irish may be 
second best to the Dutch. But 
who would bet against them? 

If they upset the odds here 
they will meet favourites Bra- 
zil in the quarter-finals in 
Dallas next Saturday. 

In eight World Clip games 
— five in 1990 and three in 
the U.S. — the Irish have lost 
only twice and conceded five 
goals. Charlton said: “No- 
body should take anything 
for granted. Everyone ex- 
pects Brazil to beat tbe Un- 
ited States and the Nether- 
lands to beat us. But that 


PIANO RECITAL 


"Clear critical talent with vital playing" 

Herald Tribune 

Under the patronage of H.R.H. 
Princess Aisha A! Hussein 


Beatrice Ohanessian, a graduate of the Royal 
Academy of Music, London, and the Juiiiard School 
of Music, New York, will perform at the Amman 
Baccalaureate School on Wednesday 6/7/94 at 8:00 
p.m. 

Tickets for JD 8.000 

— A.U.B Alumni Club, 641325 

1 — P.R.O.MJ.S.E Welfare Society 817723 


might not be the case. 

“We have played three 
games against the Dutch in 
four years and their team 
hasn’t changed that much. 
We know more about them 
individually than any other 
team. 

“Who have fully justified 
our presence here by qual- 
ifying through a very difficult 
group. You could have got 
odds against us doing it. It is 
still difficult for us. in the 
second phase but I said from 
tile very be ginning that if we 
got there we would be 
dangerous since the pressure 
would be off. 

“We’ll see what happens 
next but we’ve already got a 
solid sense of achievement. 
We’ve now gone to the 
second phase of two World 
Cups and we would like to go 
a bit further.” 

Ireland are expected to 
gamble on defender Paul 
McGrath who missed tbe last 
mouth of his English dub 
Aston Villa's season and 
several vital warm-up" inter- 
nationals with a damaged 
shoulder which is still troubl- 
ing him. 

The success of McGrath’s 
defensive partnership with 
Phil Babb has been one of the 


biggest plusses of the com- 
petition IOl 


petition for Chariton. He had 
plenty of doubts about both 
players not so long ago. 


THERE ARE MANY 
ROADS TO SUCCESS... 

HEBE ARE 58 OF THEM 


And the “road map" you need is the FREE ICS Career Kit— the same Career Kit we’ve sent to 
millions of men and women ail over the world, ft works— and it can work for you. 

ICS doesn’t promise you success; no legitimate educational institution does. But we DO promise 
that if you mail this ad to us, we'll send you the Career Kit in the career area of your choice, 
without obDgation, and get you started down the career road of your choice.. .the road that leads to 
success and a better life. 

Please select one number only. Although you may wish to enroll in additional ICS courses later 
on, experience has shown that there is a far better chance for success when the student 
concentrates on one career area. 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS— NO OBLIGATION. 





LINK INTERCONTINENTAL 

ICS Programs, Dept FZT74 

P.O. Box 52796, Riyadh 11573, Saudi Arabia 

Fax:464-9733 


SINCE 1890 


HmWBri f sHacasatndLeadK 
tataiSMrfiafafigftr 
Man flue IBB Yeats. 


ASSOCIATE IN SPECIALIZED 
BUSINESS DEGREE PROGRAMS 
60 Business Management 
61 ' 

B0 Business Management 
wtth option In Marketing 
81 Business Management - 
with option In finance 

64 Applied Computer Science 
68 Hospitality Management 

ASSOCIATE IN SPECIALIZED 
TECHNOLOGY 
DORS PROGRAMS 

67 Electronics Technology 
63 Civil Engineering Technology 
62 Mechanical Engineering Technology 

65 Electrical Engineering Technology 

66 Industrial Engineering Technology 


01 Computer Programming in BASIC 
07 U.S. High School Diploma 
02 Electronics 

05 Hotel/Restaurart Management 

13 Professional Secretary 
35 Travel Agent 

14 Air Conditioning & Refrigeration 
59 Catering/Gourmet Cooking 

23 Medical Office Assistant 

51 Fashion Merchandising 
33 Motorcycle Repair 

52 Surveying & Mapping 

22 Wldlife/Forestry Conservation 
47 Animal Care Specialist 
2608 Building Trades 
106 General Business 
16 Practical English 


CAREER DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 


87 TV/Vdeo Repair 

04 Auto Mechanics 

12 Interior Dtxorating 

18 Bookkeeping 

06 Electrician 

03 Child Day Care 

38 Personal Computer Specialist 

29 PoUce Sciences 

10 Private Security Officer 

09 Legal Secretary 

55 Diesel Mechanics 

94 Fitness & Nutrition 

85 Drafting 

260A Architecture 

260C Machine Shop 


89 Small Engine Repair 
ng Yoi 


161 Engineering 

oumaTrsm/Shart Story Writing 


Get FREE Information — 

HAIL OR FAX ENTIRE AD TODAY 


50 Starling Your Own Business 
08 Legal Assistant 

69 Computer Programming in COBOL 
48 Computer-Assisted Bookkeeping 
42 Dressmaking & Design 


41 Journal's 
40 Photography 
70 Computer-Assisted Small Business 
Management 
79 Electronics Technician 
91 Cartooning 

27 Personal Computer Repair 
26 Teacher Aide 
30 Floral Design 


Write the number of the one career that interests you. 
MR / MRS / MISS 

PLEASE PRINT 

ADDRESS 


.AGE. 


CITY. 


.POSTAL CODE. 


COUNTRY. 


PHONE 


I 
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Schumacher 
wins French 
Grand Prix 


MAGNY COUR5, France 
( AP) — Michael Schumacher 
won a hot French Grand Prix 
Sunday while Nigel ManseD’s 
return to Formula One lasted 
a bit more than half the race. 

Schumacher in a Benetton- 
Ford took his sixth victory of 
the season and eighth of his 
career to easily beat Damon 
Hill of Britain in a Wflfiams- 
Renault more than 12 
seconds behind at the end. 


Gerhard Berger of Austria 
in a Ferrari took third 52 
seconds bade, the only other 
Car on the same lap as Schu- 
macher. 

Temperatures were above 
30 degrees C (86 F) on a 
sonny day in central France 
with tbe beat on the track 
more than 50 C (122 F). 

Only 11 cars of tbe starting 
26 were still running at the 
end of the 72 laps, on the 
4.25-kilometre (2.641-mile) 
circuit, 306 kilometres, 
(190.18 miles). 

Mansell, who won the first 
two races in Magny Corns in 
1991 and 1992, dropped out 
after 46 laps as his Wiltiams- 
Renault slowed to a stop on 
the circuit. 

Heniz-Harald Frentzen of 
Germany and Andrea De- 
cesaris of Italy were fourth 
and sixth in Sauber- 
Mercedces with Pier-Luigi 
Martini of Italy fifth in a 
Mmardi-Ford. 

Schumacher was in the 
second row behind Hill and 
Mansell but had an excellent 
start to go between the two 
WfiHams-Renaults and have 
the lead by the first corner. 

Hill stayed about a second 
behind Schumacher for 20 
laps then Schumacher turned 
up the speed and built a 
8-second lead by the 26th lap. 
By the midway point, 36 
a, it was up to more than 
__ seconds before he pitted 
for tires to allow Hill into first 
briefly. 


Hill pitted on the 45th lap 
and SchumaT 


inmacber went back 
into first and built up a 29- 
second lead by the 50th lap. 
Schumacher was able to pit 

S and lose just 14 seconds 
: lead and went on com- 
fortably to the victory; 

The hot temperatures took 
care of many cars and two 
potential challengers took 
themselves out in a matter of 
seconds. 


Sampras wins 2nd 
Wimbledon title 


WIMBLEDON (AP) — In a 


brutal display of power ten- 
is, Pete Samf 


ms. Fete sampras outplayed 
Goran Ivanisevic in straight 
sets Sunday to capture his 
second consecutive Wimble- 
don title. 

In a match that featured 42 
aces and only three service 
breaks, Sampras overcame 
Ivanisevic’s bludgeoning 
serves to post a 7-6 (7-2), 7-6 
(7-5) 6-0 victory for his fifth 
Grand Slam championship. 

The match ended after 1 
hour, 55 minutes with Sam- 
pras driving a low backhand 
serve return which forced 
Ivanisevic into a forehand 
volley error. 

Sampars flung his racket 
into the centre court stands, 
then threw his shirt and towel 
to the fans. 

The match was dominated 


win two straight Wimbledon 
crowns since Boris Becker in 
1985-86. 

He did it with a comman- 


ding display of serving, 
ling. He 


voleying and returning. He 
never lost serve and freed 
only two break points the 
whole match, while capitalis- 
ing on three of 11 break 
points against Ivanisevic. 


by big serving from both 
i — with ft 


players — with Ivanisevic hit- 
ting 25 aces (including 16 in 
the first set) and Sampras 17. 
There were few rallies of 
more than three shots. But it 
was Sampras who had a bet- 
ter all-around game and play- 
ed his best at the croda] 
moments. 

“I really couldn't play any 
better than today,” he said. - 
Tm really happy that I 
didn’t play a bad match this 
whole fortnight. Tm extreme- 
ly happy that I repeated.” 

Sampras, the No. 1 seed 
and world's top-ranked play- 
er, became the first man to 


“I didn't get down on my- 
self when he was acing me 
two or three times a game,” 
Sampras said. “I knew the 
match today was going to 
crane down to a couple of 
points. I got them and that 
was the difference.” 

Ivanisevic, who lost to 
Andre Agassi in five sets in 
the 1992 final, said Sampras 
was unstoppable. 

“The guy was just too 
good,’’ be said. “He played 
unbelievable. He couldn’t 
play better... It's hurting me 
because I didn’t win, but 
when I lose to a guy like Pete 
it 'hurts less than two years 
ago. Two years ago, I knew I 
had a good chance, but today 
he was just too good.” 

There were no service 
breaks in the first set two 
sets, but Sampras dominated 
both tiebreakers. 

“He was always one step 
better than me in' the tieb- 
reaker,” Ivanisevic said. “He 
put more first serves in, he 
put more returns in, and 
that’s it.” 


Auriol wins Rally of 
Argentine by a whisker 


CORDOBA, Argentina (R) 
— France’s Didier Auriol, 
driving a Toyota, won the 
Rally of Argentina in the 
closest finish to a world 
championship rally in five 
years. 

Auriol fought a three-day 
duel with Spain’s Carlos 
Sainz, in a Subaru, in which 
they exchanged the lead six 
times. 

Auriol polled out 10 
seconds when Sainz hit tyre 
and steering trouble on foe 
longest stage of toe final day, 
and won the rally by just six 
seconds. 

“We had a lot of pressure, 
today with Carlos. I tried 
more than 100 per cent It is 
one of my best victories,” 
Auriol said afterwards. 


His victory has extended 
Toyota's lead in toe world 
championship for manufac- 
turers, while Sainz’s second 
place has given him a five- 
point lead in the driver’s 
standings. 

Third place went to Fin- 
land’s Ari Vatanen in a Ford, 
he moved up the order when 
his countryman, world cham- 
pion Juha Kankkunen, re- 
tired his Toyota six stages 
from the finish with electrical 
friluie.lt was Vatanen’s first 
rally m Argentina since a 
near-fatal accident in 1985 
that put him out of the sporty 
for more 'than- a year. 

He celebrated his return 
with the second fastest time, 
on the stage that all but cost' 
him his life nine years ago. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMM0UN 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashiui Theatre 

Nabll & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

JURASSIC PARK 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Revenge Of The Herds 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5.-00. 6:30, 8-JO, 10J0 

CONCORD ‘1* 

MS. JONES 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10 JO 

CONCORD c 2’ 
BODYGUARD 

Shows: 3:30, SJ0 

LOVER BOY 

Shows: 12:30, 6:15, 10J0 


Today & Eveiyday 

Abu Awwad in social comedy 

“PUNCTURED BAG” 

Present their play; 

WHAT A PEACES 
(Salam Ya Safam) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is closed on Tues 
days. 

Bob Hoskins 
io 

Super Mario Bros 

Shows: 12J0, 3J0, 6:15, 8J0 
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Hamas steers clear of 


confronting Arafat 


ixAZA (Agcndes) — Tnc 
Islamic Resistance Move* 
ment, Hamas, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) main rival in Gaza, 
has greeted Yasser Arafat's 
return to his homeland with 
deafening and disciplined si* 
knee. 

Other figures such as for* 
mcr negotiator Haidar Abdul 
Shnfi Who have been critical 
of the PLO leader still turned 
out to see the man who sym- 
bolised their struggle for so 
many years. 

A constant stream of 
Palestinians from all factions 
has filed into Mr. Arafat’s 
hotel for three days for the 
warm personal meetings tra- 
ditional in Arab politics. 

■ Hamas pointedly stayed 
away. 

But they also refrained 
from staging any protest 
against the visit, a striking 
demonstration of their policy 
of opposing peace talks while 
avoiding confrontation with 
Mr. Arafat and the PLO. 

“There's no doubt that bis, 
visit under these circumst- 
ances created a lot of irrita- 
tion, but it was not an 
appropriate time for division 
into supporters and oppo- 
nents.'* said Khaled Al Hin- 
di. a dose adviser to Hamas 
founder Sheikh Ahmed Yas- 
sin. 

“We leamt in the past that 
friction among crowds can be 
dangerous.'* 

Mr. Hindi said he watched 
Mr. Arafat's public address 
on Friday on television: “It 
was an emotional speech but 
it didn't offer any answers. 
The ageement has not solved 
anything.'* 

Other Hamas supporters 
damned the man who wonts 
to become first president of 
Palestine with faint praise, 
saying they welcomed him 
like any other dtizen. 

“He's just like anybody 
else. Can he get you or me 
into heaven?" said a shop- 
keeper who declined to give 
his name, as he watched the 
crowd filing away from Mr. 
Arafat's speech. 

"There's nothing honour- 
able about Yasser Arafat's, 
return. He comes back with 
nothing substantial to offer 
his people," said Sheikh Abu 
Aita, a prominent kader of 
Hamas. 

Muslim fundamentalist 
groups are not convinced by 
Mr. Arafat's appeal for all 


factions to join together or by 
his promises of working for 
the release of opposition fi- 
gures from Israel's jails. 

“He talks about unity. 
What has he done for unity? 
We don't want grandstand- 
ing. We want action," said 
Sheikh Abdallah Shami, 
leader of the Islamic Jihad, a 
smaller but more militant 
group than Hamas. 

Despite the strong rhetor- 
ic, it is unclear where the 
balance of power lies since it 
has never been tested at the 
polls. Mr. Arafat's emphasis 
on reconciliation shows he is 
clearly worried about the 
opposition. 


Hamas has picked its issues 


carefully, operating by press- 
rather 


Even so, PLO security 
forces would probably get 
public support in cracking 
down on anyone trying to 
undermine self-rule at this 
early stage. 

Militants staged two 
attacks on Israeli soldiers and 
settlers on the eve of Mr. 
Arafat's arrival, but have re- 
duced the number of opera- 
tions since autonomy bean 
lost month — perhaps sensing 
public hopes that autonomy 
will improve people's lives. 

Much of the respect the 
militants have garnered stems 
not from military attacks on 
Israel but from their ability to 
provide food and medical ser- 
vices, plus the comfort reli- 
gion offers in the midst of 
dire poverty. If Mr. Arafat 
gets his promised aid. he 
could drain the militants’ 
appeal. 

Hamas, which wants an 
Islamic state in all of 1948 
Palestine, has shown flexibil- 
ity in adapting to last year's 
PLO-Israeli peace agree- 
ment. 


ure rattier than bluster. 

When one of its activists, 
Nasser Sakmha, was killed 
apparently by relatives of col- 
laborators with Israel, the 
group advertised in newspap- 
ers announcing its trust in the 
Palestinian police to bring the 
culprits to trial and execute 
them. 

As Mr. Arafat was about 
to cross the border from 
Egypt into Gaza, Hamas sup- 
porters flocked to prayers 
and the jFriday sermon, often 
a powerful platform for poli- 
tical messages. 

Tbe mosque’s imam did 
not mention Mr. Arafat by 
name but instead drew an 
oblique and unfavourable 
comparison with Salahhe- 
dme, the legendary 12th cen- 
tury warrior who retook Jeru- 
salem for the Arabs from the 
Crusades by the sword. 

“Salahhedine Al Ayoubi 
came to Palestine as a con- 
queror, with the key to Jeru- 
salem. He expelled the occu- 
piers and did not bargain with 
Islam," he said. 

Mr. Arafat invited all 
opposition groups to “share 
■the heavy burden," but Isla- 
mic activists reiterated their 
refusal to take part in any 
elections or other activity 
that would give legitimacy to 
the new autonomy govern- 
ment. They will, however, 
participate m balloting at the 
municipal level. 

“We won’t be tools of des- 
truction," said Mr. Abu Aita. 
“At the same time, we won't 
be like soccer spectators, pas- 
sively watching what's going 
on." 


It welcomed the Palesti- 
nian police and says i; is 
ready to take pan in develop- 
ment and elections to all in- 
stitutions except the Palesti- 
nian authority itself. 

Its military Qassam wing, 
which until a few months ago 
■ was winning wide support by- 
leading guerrilla operations 
against Israel, has gone quiet 
recently, especially in the 
self-rule areas. Supporters 
say this is a tactical retreat 
rather than a fundamental 
change in policy. 

“We are not going to iso- 
late ourselves from society, 
nor will we allow anyone else 
to isolate us," Mr. Hindi 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat’s wife to move to Jericho soon 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The wife of Palesti- 
nian kader Yasser Arafat said in a newspaper interview 
Sunday that she would move to Jericho in the next few 
days. “I’m leaving for Jericho in several days, by next week 
at the latest, and ! am very moved and happy,” Suha 
Arafat told the Israeli daily Yediot Aharonor. *Tm not 
coming for a visit, but to stay. I'm returning to my roots, to 
the cradle of my childhood." She said that up to the last 
minute she had not known when her husband was going to 
the Gaza Strip, and had heard the news from a journalist. 
"I saw him the day he left, and he told me he was leaving. 
Out at such times he prefers to keep quiet, so as not to spoil 
his historic moments. I spoke only three words: 'God bless 
you*," she said. 


2,090 Kurd rebels killed In 6 months 


ANKARA (AFP) — A total 2,090 rebels from the 
separatist Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) were lulled by 
government forces in the first half of 1994. Anatolia news 
agency, quoting an interior ministry report, said Sunday. 
The rebels were killed in areas in the east and south-east of 
Turkey which have a Kurdish majority. In all 7,195 rebels, 
referred to as “terrorists" in the report, were arrested and 
22fi others surrendered to government forces in the same 
period, the ministry said. The figures show PKK losses 
increased by 350 per cent compared with the previous year. 
The Turkish army has been carrying out extensive opera- 
tions in the south east of the country sinoe the spring, with 
the aim of eradicating the PKK there by the end of the 
rear. 


Iran remembers Vincennes victims 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian helicopters Sunday showered 
flowers on the Gulf waters where 290 people died six yeprs 
ago when an Iran air liner was shot down by a U.5. 
warship, Tehran Radio reported, the broadcast said several 
officials, including Transportation Minister Akbar Torkan 
and Ha&san Shafti, head of the state-owned airline, joined 
the victims' relatives aboard three Iranian navy ships for 
the ceremony. The officials and relatives shouted “Death 
to America" and “Death to Israel" as the navy helicopters 
dropped flowers on the crash site. the radio said. On July 3, 
19$. the USS Vincennes shot down an Iran airbus shortly 
after it took off from Bandar Abbas in southern Iran. 


Germany thanks Iran for engineer 


NICOSIA (AP) — A German envoy has met with the 


Iranian foreign minister in Tehran to convey thanks for the 
of a German engineer who had been sentenced to 


release 


death, the Islamic Republic News Agency reported Sun- 
day. The agency said Germany’s federal intelligence 
coordinator, Bernd Schmidbauer, told Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati that he appreciated Iran's release of 
Helmut Srimkus. The Iranian agency, monitored in Cyp- 
rus, provided no direct quotes from Saturday's meeting. 
Mr. Szimkus was arrested in 19S9. An Iranian court 


convicted him three years later of spying for Iraq during the 
1980-88 Gulf war. His pardon last month and the dose 


German -Iranian negotiations that preceded it drew atten- 
tion to Germany's ties with Iran. That relationship has 
been criticised by the United States, which accuses Iran of 
sponsoring "terrorism." Germany repeatedly has defended 
its friendly links with Iran, saying they might push Tehran 
to improve its human rights record. 


Bosnian 


children 


return home 


from Libya 


CAIRO (AP) — Hundreds 
of Bosnian children, stranded 
in Libya when a humanita- 
rian project by Muammar 
Qadhafi backfired, were 
finally headed home Satur- 
day after IS months' separa- 
tion from their families. 

Parents in the Bosnian city 
Zemca. where 291 of the 
children are from, were so 
overwrought by the con- 
tinued separation that they 
threatened last month to de- 
monstrate, even to block 
roads into and out of the city 
northwest of Sarajevo. 


At his last meeting with the 
children. Colonel Qadhafi 
told them they now have 
Libyan fathers and mothers 
as well as Bosnian and said: 
“We hope to see you when 
you are happier." 


The children were evacu- 
ated from the Bosnia- 
Herzegovina war rone in De- 
cember 1992 for a supposed 
six-month stay in a specially 
built school compound in Al 
Garabouli, a Mediterranean 
village 50 kilometres east of 
Tripoli. The official Libyan 
agency JANA said the chil- 
dren left the Libyan capital 
Friday night aboard the Li- 
byan ship Granada, 
apparently bound for the 
Croatian port Split. 


It was unclear why it took a 
year after the expiration of 
Libya's original agreement 
with the Bosnian government 
for the children to be on their 
way home. 

It is not even certain how 
many youngsters there are. 
JANA said 2,040 children 
and an unspecified number of 
Bosnian teachers and other 
adults with them were on the 
ship. A spokesman for the 
Geneva-based U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said a staffer in 
Tripoli counted S97 children 
and 96 adults from four Bos- 
nian towns. 

What is certain is that the 
kids warned to go home, and 
their parents wanted them 
bade. 



Israeli settlers and rightists whistle and drum to fa tten up t 
an Israeli cabinet meeti ng in occupied Jerusalem on Sonday 


in protest against Yasser Arafat's visit to the Gaza Strip 
(AFP photo) 


The activists will also keep 
a high social profile through a 
network of kindergartens, 
food distribution points and -) 
other services to spread the 
message of religion. 

But they are not thinking 
of setting up an Islamic state 
in the strip, at least not yet. 

“An Islamic state? There’s 
no state to start with,” said 
Mr. Shami. 

Mr. Arafat said he met 
outside the self-rule areas 
with opposition leaders, and 
Mr. Shami said there was 
room for negotiation here. 

“I think Arafat is the head 
of the Palestinian authority, 
whether we like it or not. It 
will be positive for all con- 
cerned if there are negotia- 
tions," said Mr. Shami. 


Jews terrorise Jerusalem Jericho 


in anti- Arafat rampage 


From Mariam M-Shahin 
in Jerusalem 


HATE-FILLED anti-Arab 
slogans and vandalism 
marked the first protests 
a gains t Yasser Arafat in the 
streets of East Jerusalem less 
than forty-eight hours after 
Mr. Ararat pledged that a 
Palestinian state with its 
capita] in East Jerusalem re- 
mained the ultimate goal of 
the Palestinians during an 
address in the self-ruled Gaza 
upon his return after 27 years 
in exile. 

While President Arafat 
was touring Gaza on the third 
day of his historic return visit 
up to 50,000 anti-peace talks 
Jews rampaged through the 
streets of East Jerusalem and 
entered the Damascus Gate 
to vandalise Arab homes in 
the city's oldest quarters. 

At about 1 a.m. Saturday 
after the Jewish day of rest, 
the Sabbath ended. Arabs 
living in East Jerusalem woke 
up to the anti-Arafat, anti- 
Arab and anti-Rabin chants 
in what Arab residents as 
well as foreign residents 
termed sane of the wont 
anti-Arab protests in de- 
cades. 

“I never saw such ugliness 
here in all my years in Jeru- 
salem, it is as if some ugly 
worms are coming out of the 
bottonTof the Israeli soul," 
said a 15-year British resident 
of the city. “I was verbally 
accosted because I had an 
Arab sticker on my car.” 

Many East Jerusalem 
shops, cars and homes, 
however, received the brunt 
of the Jewish anger. At least 
half a dozen cars were set 
ablaze by the protesters while 


Israeli police and soldiers on 
horseback and foot stood by. 

Initially beaded for the 
Orient House, the headquar- 
ters for Palestinian leadership 
in the city, the protesters, 
many of which were audibly 
American Jews and many 
other visibly settlers, took to 
breaking windows of six 
hotels on East Jerusalem's 
main SallahwKn Street. 

The Orient House was pro- 
tected by five fire trucks and 
was left untouched by the 
vandalising demonstrators. 

Fahmi Nashashibi, who 
heads the Arab HotelHers 
Association, was told by 
Israeli municipal officials af- 
ter approaching them about 
compensation for the hotel 
owners that “only if there 
was arson would the Jeru- 
salem municipality consider 
reparations to the hotel own- 
ers." 


ministry, no eyewitnesses in 
East Jesualem saw police in- 
terfering as the Jewish pro- 
testers vandalised the Arab 
section of the city. 

Waving rifles and vowing 
that Mr. Arafat would never 
be allowed to enter Jeru- 
salem, the protesters sent 
shivers down die spine of the 
city's Arab residents. 

Over 120,000 Arabs and 

150,000 Jews live in Jeru- 
salem. Arabs have been 
uiged to leave as a result of 
stringent Israeli laws which 
prevent the vast majority of 
Arab Jerusalemites from 
buOdnxg, repairing and ex- 
panding their homes and 
shops. 


Jerusalem’s Likud mayor, 
Ehud Olmert, sanctioned the 
demonstration on Friday. 

Ellen Balian, co-owner of 
the Palestinian Pottery Cen- 
tre, the most famous of a 
dozen Armenian pottery fac- 
tories in East Jerusalem, had 
all her shop’s windows 
smashed by the protesters. 

“They stole two antique 

S5.000 vases out of our main 
shop window, they are no- 
thing but vicious vandals," 
said Ms. Balian. Across from 
the pottery centre, three cars 
in front of the YMCA had all 
their windows smashed and 
garbage and was burnt in 
front of the Anglican Pilgrims 
Inn. 

Although Reuters reported 
dashes between police and 
demonstrators during an ini- 
tial rally in front of the prime 


Security fears delay Arafat entry 


(Continued from page 1)_ 


which Israeli occupation au- 
thorities took from the salar- 
ies of Palestinians working in 
Israel. 

He also said he did not 
rhink the peace process 
would be put in question if 
the right-wing opposition re- 
turned to the government of 
Israel. 

“When there is good will, 
we can get by. In the context 
of peace, each one must re- 
spect the other. We too have 
an opposition which has its 
own ideas and strategy, but it 
is dear that it has celebrated 
peace," he said. 

“Mr. Ariel Sharon (former 
Likud defence minister) says 
what be wants now and if he 
ever comes to power it will be 
a different matter.” Mr. Ara- 
fat said. 

“You most remember it 
was Sharon who ordered the 
evacuation of Yanrit,” a Jew- 
ish settlement destroyed by 
the Isreali army before the 
Sinai was returned to Egypt 
in 1982. 

Mr. Arafat swore Sunday 
before a rally of 10,000 
Palestinians that be would 
soon pray in Jerusalem. 

“We will pray together in 
Jerusalem and soon, very 
soon. God wilting,” he said. 

“We will go home to Jeru- 
salem to pray together," he 


Mr. Arafat whipped the 
crowd up into a frenzy lead- 
ing diem in the traditional 
chant. “We will give our 
blood and soul." 

After a storm in Israel over 
Mr. Arafat’s call in May for a 
holy war to free Jerusalem, 
be did not ask to visit Jeru- 
salem during his five or six 
daystay. 

The main event of Mr. 
Arafat’s schedule Sunday was 
the inauguration of an 
Italian-built citrus juice fac- 


tory in a show of thanks for 
foreign donor funds for the 
new self-rule area. 

Thousands of people lined 
the route to cheer Mr. Arafat 
on the third day of his historic 
visit. Banners strung across 
the street welcomed him on 
behalf of Palestinian factory 
owners. 

Inaugurating the Gaza 
plant one day after be slam- 
med foreign donors for re- 
neging on promises to rebuild 
Gaza, Mr. Arafat said: “This 
is a good project, construc- 
tion and development is the 
most important issue for us in 
the future." 

The Italian government 
met S10 million of the total 
$12 million in construction 
costs for the citrus factory. 
The United Nations De- 
velopment Progra m me paid 
the rest. 

Mr. Arafat slammed fore- 
ign donors on Saturday, tell- 
ing Arab reporters that “all 
promises we were given by 
the international states were 
ink on paper... nothing has 
been implemented of these 
promises, nothing.'* 

He said Gaza had readied 
(he point of starvation. 

The World Bank and inter- 
national donors pledged aid 
of $2.4 billion over five years 
after the sdf-ralc deal was 
signed at the White House 
last September. 

Saudi Arabia, the PLO’s 
traditional mosey supplier. 


He received a total of 560 
million for running civilian 
affairs. The PLO was seeking 
$27 million more to cover the 
Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity's budget deficit. Accord- 
ing to PLO estimates, the 
authority's budget is $170 
million. 

The “presidential” motor- 
.cade had eased its way 
through the crowds along 
Gaza city’s main thorough- 
fare, across Palestine Square 
and out of die city. 

Mr. Arafat, standing up 
through the sun roof of his 
black Mercedes, waved and 
beamed as he has ever since 
returning in triumph on Fri- 
day. 

The embraces, handshakes 
of those who managed to get 
through the security cordon 
were eagerly accepted. 

The HMtilometre route to 
the factory was lined with 
cheering Palestinians throw- 
ing flowers, as has almost 
every step he has taken so 
far. 


Mr. Arafat went on to 
police headquarters meeting 
his generals and ministers. 


Rabin blasts ‘radical’ Israeli rightists 

(Continued from page 1) 


opposition Likud Party lead- 
er Benjamin Netanyahu de- 
clared: “We are here to pro- 
tect Jerusalem from Arafat's 
hold, to prevent the creation 
of a Palestinian state and 
especially to prevent this 
assassin from entering our 


■orner Likud Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
it was ’‘scandalous for 
Raimi's government to offer 
Arafat the assassin the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho cm a silver 
platter.’’ 


prepares 
to receive 


Arafat 


While dozens of policemen 
tried to prevent protesting 
Jews from opening Damascus 
Gate on Saturday night, they 
eventnally gave up and 
allowed the me and batzon 
waving demonstrators to 
smash windows of homes and 
write anti-Arafat and anti- 
Arab graffito inside the city. 

“They want us all to 
leave,” said hotel owner 
Kazem Saranda. 

“Had they attacked my 
hotel I would have fought 
bade," said another distres- 
sed hotel owner Raed 
Saadeh, who runs foe Jeru- 
salem HoteL 

East Jerusalem's main 
bakeries were also attacked 
two hours before the call for 
morning prayers vibrated 
through the Old City. By 
morning the demonstrators 
bad left, but Arab residents 
of Jerusalem were still shaky 
from the “pogrom-fike chants 
that had kept them up until 
the early hours of the morn- 
ing." 


“WELCOME to your home- 
land Mr. Arafat, proclaim 
colourful banners pan- 
ned across streets all over this 
oasis city that is awaiting 
Yasser Arafat, chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
president of the Palestine 
National Authority. 

The streets of the dty are 
decked with welcome post- 
- ers, hundreds of Palestinian 
flags and 10 metrepottrarts 
of Mr. Arafat, Khalil Al 
Wazir (Abu Jihad) and even 
a few of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 


Unlike Gaza, which had 
only 48 hours to prepare itself 
for the homecoming cere- 
monies of the exiled leader, 
•Jericho has been preparing 
for months for what many 
Palestinians consider the 
most historic event in three 
decades. 


Mr. Arafat’s visit, which 
was initially expected to take 
place in early Jime, created a 
media circus in Jericho a 
month ago. Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were 
spent on “roof space" by 
television stations to set up 
their cameras, in the expecta- 
tion that Mr. Arafat and his 
entourage would enter the 
Palestinian self-rule enclaves 
through Jordan into Jericho 
rather than through Egypt 
into Gaza. 


has said its share would be 
more than $100 million. 

Mr. Arafat demanded 
Arab and international sup- 
port to cover running costs of 
the Palestinian authority for 
Gaza and the other self-rule 
area of Jericho before return- 
ing. 


The Palestinian leader is to 
be flown into Jericho on 
Monday by a helicopter pro- 
vided by Israeli authorities, 
seif-rule officials here say. He 
is expected to preside over 
the first meeting of the Pales- 
tine National Authority at 
the local police headquarters, 
after addressing local resi- 
dents at the town hall. 

Jamil Khalaf, the Arafat- 
appointed mayor of Jericho, 
is personally leading the 
homecoming ceremonies 
which include song and dance 
performance by the local boy 
scouts and a dabke dance 


Above and beyond the op 
oof spa< 


to $120,000 roof space that 
television companies like 
ABC television paid, local 


press officers are making 


money through compute 

photocopy machines work- 
able only through the use of 
computerised cards, rentable 
portable phones, word pro- 
cessors, printing services and 
other tools needed bv the 
media. English-speaking 
guides, translators and driv- 
ers are also available for $200 
a day. 


Up to 600 journalists have 
registered at the press offices 
m the Hi sh a m Hotel, about 
the same number that co- 
vered Mr. Arafat’s entry into 
Gaza. 

The preparations for the 
watare expected to be more 
organised for a statesman- 
fflte entry of Mr. Arafat than 
me Gaza reception he re- 
ceived on Friday. 

. ^ Mr. Arafat’s entry 
into Gaza was seen as more 
politically important since 
Gaza is the home to most of 


the ^Palestinian opposition 
a hotbed of 


groups as wefl as 

PJJgty stricken intifada 
leaden, Jencfao is the Palesti- 
rmm hnkagB to the West 
* seen by most 
£alwtimans as the heartland 
OT^the future Palestinian 

^ ac v!L army «- 
ban most West 
Bank Palestinians from en- 
tering Jencfao on the eve of 

the visit. 



21 countries pledge 
to supply 
peacekeepers 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 

A total of 21 countries 

have confirmed their readi- 
ness to provide up to 30,000 
men in all as a reserve force 
of peacekeeping troops for 
the United Nations, U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali said Saturday. A furth- 
er 27 countries were expected 
to come up with offers, bring- 
ing the grand total to some 

70,000 men, he said. This 
would equal the number cur- 
rently deployed on 16 
peacekeeping operations 
throughout the world. Mr. 
Ghali gave the details in a 
report to the Security Council 
on a survey of member states 
to obtain a precise idea of 
troops and other resources 
that would be available if 
necessary. The information 
would make it easier for the 
U.N. to deploy peacekeepers 
more rapidly anywhere in the 
world when required. The 21 
countries that had responded 
favourably so far were 
Argentina, Britain, Bulgaria, 
Canada, Chad, Czech Re- 

g ublic, Denmark, Finland, 
ruatemala, Hungary, Jor- 
dan, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Spain, Senegal, Sri 
Lanka, Syria, Turkey, 
Ukraine and Uruguay. They 
could supply military units, 
civilian police or specialised 
personnel and equipment. 
Mr. Ghali said the pledges 
made so far would still not 
provide a full range of what 
was required for a major 
peacekeeping operation. 
There were gaps in signalling, 
logistics, health services, en- 
gineering and transport, he 
said. 


Japanese freed 
after apologising 


MANILA (R) — A Japanese 
tourist arrested for slapping a 
female supervisor at Manila’s 
International Airport was 
freed after he knelt at her 
feet and begged forgiveness, 
police said on Sunday. Free- 
lance film critic Akira Koike 
of' Tokyo was charged with 
slander-by-deed before a pro- 
secutor late on Saturday after 
slapping Northwest Airlines 
ground staff supervisor Rina 


Ham Beng during an argu- 
, polii 


ment, police added. Mr. 
Koike, who was about to 
board a Northwest flight for 
Japan, had refused to pay $49 
which Mr. Tiam Beng was 
charging him for excess bag- 
gage. “I beg forgiveness,” 
Mr. Koike pleaded to Ms. 
Tiam Beng on his knees be- 
fore officials and reporters at 
ffie prosecutor’s office. The 
prosecutor ordered him re- 
leased after his apologies 
were accepted. 


Ex-monks say they 
are due royalties 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — - 
Two former Benedictine 
monks who say they scored 
the music on a hot-selling CD 
of Gregorian chants claim 
they are entitled to some $5 
million in royalties. The two- 
disc CD, entitled “The Best 
Of Gregorian Chants," unex- 
pectedly soared to the top of 
the Spanish music charts this 
year and subsequently gained 
worldwide sales of more than 
three million copies. The CD 
of medieval Latin plamsong 
was released in March in the 
United States under the title 
“Chant.” It made it to No. 1 
on the American classical 
charts — then shocked the 
pop charts by breaking into 
the top 10. The album was 
compiled from recordings in 
the 1970s and early 1980s by 
monks in a Benedictine 
monastery in northern Spain. 
Previous sales of chants re- 
corded by the same choir 
never exceeded several 
thousand records or CDS. 
The ex-monks — Ismael Fer- 
nandez de la Cuesta and 
Francisco Lara — both 
served as directors of the 
choir at the Santo Domingo ■ 
de Silos Abbey, a small 
monastery near the northern 
aty of Burgos. Mr. De la 
Cuesta was director during a ; 
1973 recording and Mr. Lara 
held the post during record- 
jngs in the early 1980s. Both 
in “ e mor iastery more than 
10 years ago. Mr. De La 
Luesta teaches at the Madrid 
Conservatory. Mr. Lars'* 
current occupation was not 
immediately available. Tb?i 
two have just published then 
scores and registered 
arrangements with tie 1 
General Society of Spso&h ‘ 
Authon, claiming they 
the society are entitled : 
royalties from the CD sates- 
Besides the rnarketinflu - i*c 
think it was our arrangement, 
that contributed to the son- - 
oess -” the two said - . ' . : 
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